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PARIS (R) — A leatfing Pakanian nationalist arrested in Israel 
for allegedly spying for Iraq said in an interview published 
Wednesday that the notion of a separate Palestinian tfate was no 
more than a fantasy. Sari Nusseibeh, who was arrested last week 
on suspicion of passing information to Iraqi intelligence via the 
Palestine liberation Organisation (FLO), told die weekly Jcnnc 
Afriqne magazine that the Palestinian cause would inevitably be 
undermined by the Gulf war. Mr. Nusseibeh, interviewed in 
occupied Jerusalem days before his arrest, predicted Israel would 
emerge from the war strengthened against a w^ak^d diYKfr vl 
Arab WoikL “Israel will be able to push forward its own tnM i w i 
(to die P al e stin ian problem) — autonomy for the (occupied) 
territories,” be said. “The Palestinians, who wfll be in a d es p era te 
position, will be more open to dial.” Mr. Nusseibeh said his 
people’s straggle for a Palestine state would end in an intp»^y 
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Iraq says 40 allied troops IdUed 

NICOSIA (R) — Iraq said Wednesday it killed 40 allied soldiers and 
wounded 38 in an artillery bombanbnent erf a border area in Saudi Arabia. 
Ba ghdad Radio said the Iraqi News Agency (INA) “learned from 
diplomatic sources that 40 soldiers of the aggression troops were lolled 
due to the Iraqi bombardment erf the Hafar A1 Batin area in Najd and 
He jar” (Saudi Arabia). “According to the «««na sources. 38 others were 
wounded in the same area. The dad and wounded were evacuated to 
Abu Dhabi,” the radio added. It did not say when the alleged 
bombardment took place. There was no word on any casualties from 
allied spokesmen. Baghdad Radio quoted in Iraqi military communique as 
saying Iraqi air defences downed six allied planes and missiles in 281 air 
raids. Communique 39 die raids hit residential areas on Iraq's eastern 

border and its bender with Saudi Arabia. “The cowardly encmica directed 
their air bomb ar dment against residential areas across our borders with 
Sand? Ara b ia and our eas t ern border,” the communique said. Iraq also 
said it fired Scud missiles at the Saudi dty of Dahran and the Israefi port of 
Haifa . Neither brad or Saudi Arabia reported Scud attacks Wednesday. 


Price; Jordan 100 ffls; Saudi Arabia 1J0 riyuls; UAE 1.50 dirhams 
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'• -ii: ®S MAJESTY Eng Hussein, 

n.- L . 7* sharply criticising the allil eri 
forces fighting Iraq in the Gulf 

- war, Wednesday described it as a 

- - .7/^!: conflict to destroy Iraq and called 

*/ r -; on Arabs to demand a ceasefire. 

... . ___ “As developments erf the war 

" :r > have proved, they want to des- 
troy Iraq to prepare the situation 
-tCh SG!2fi •• * n ^ in a much more 

jKq . . dangerous way for our nation’s 
“ _ * c ^3 future and present,” King Hus- 

: S: : . sent said in a televised speech. 
T : uct He aocused foreign powers of 

- • h plotting to carve op the resources 

i - r " of the Arab World and to control 
. - -4" it politically. 

* -..j r rr “This war is a war against all 
v : ^ Arabs and all Muslims and not 
-.-/"-T against Iraq alone,” the King 

• • . - , TJ said. 

- Kng Hussein also assailed the 

- • U.S.-led alliance for killing 

- - : .7 women and cbfldren. 

“What shame is going to follow 
those who are accepting the 

- - f ,7. bloodshed of Iraq’s elderly, chil- 

[ i \' dren, men and women in the 
^ - flames of this unjust war,” the 
' “ ’ ‘ King said in his first address to 

^ the nation since the war erupted 


Allies step up at r assault 

King: This is a war against all Arabs and Muslims, not Iraq alone 

Iraq reports 150 civilians, 
including 34 children, killed 


Jordan calls on Arabs to 
demand immediate ceasefire 



Baker: 

“Tough 

Stimes 

— , Jm 

‘ ‘ahead 


. s WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Secretary of State James Balter 
- ^ told Congress Wednesday that 
the task of ousting Iraq fiom 
Kuwait is “formidable,” and said 
. the fight against Iraq’s military 
. machine wffl be very costly. 

“The military actions now 
".--underway necessarily involve 
-• many casualties, great hardship 
and growing fears for the future,” 
be said in testimony to the Fare- 
\ ign Affairs Committee of the 
• ' p House of Representatives. 

1 J. “Tough times lie ahead.” 

Mr. Baker 1 said the United 
. - States was trying to wage “a just 
. r : war in a just way,” trying to 
" „ viniminisc damage to civilians and 
' ? to religions and cultural sites. 

“The task is formidable,” be 
. ■ said, “and no one should under- 
■ " ; y", ,: estimate Iraq’s military capabfli- 

- ' ..-■ties.” 

" : Mr. Baker did not predict how 
'• 0 kmg it may take to force the 

- ^ reversal of Iraq’s Aug. 2 invasion 
' Kuwait, or give any bint when 

"' v j tn allied ground offensive might 

- - »■' ’ r '-- segin. But he vowed to maintain 

-^he devas tating drive to oust the 

. >00,000 Iraqi troops. 

Mr. Baker wanted Iraq hot to 
,0^uake use of its stockpile of che- 
jitical and biological weapons. 

- rpsiS* ^ He (fid not say what actions the 

c „Jmted States nti ght take if Iraq 

. - '-.aed such weapons. “They could 

both political and military,’' 
fr. Baker said, hinting that Pres- 
“ ' 1 j.-.'.-'^Jent George Bush might try to 
. j ^ .amove Iraqi President Saddam 
... •“'■.tesein from power. 

’ i Tuesday, Mr. Bush announced 

.. was Mt wdmg his top mflitmy 

' ‘ v^Mms to Sawfi Arabia to dis- 
_ : ^V.tss the war’s next stage, and said 
■ v ^ doubted the air war would be 
efficient to rush Iraq from 

• " . await. He said he was prepared 

- 7 _ make the decision to commit 

' ' to a ground war. 

' j.T- Some lawmakers, concerned 
: ;J j ■■ ^out the prospect at large 
.-.v^/nerican casualties agamst a 
Iraqi ground force, have 
-rr vested the piesidear to rely on the 
w war for several more months. 

. ' 7 ? -ooking ahead, Mr. Baker said 

jj^saybewiactoslationapenna- 
p.ifit ground force in the Gulf 
to “stabilise” the regkm. He 
;*■ it would be under U.N. 

- * ■■ »- 'pices and made up of local 

• ^>ps. 

. U'^4so, be said, the allies should 
- ‘l^^^ider steps to constrain Iraq 
' 7 .. . jd- reboihJBng weqnos of mass 

: ^ ^ f Jnction and potent conven- 


Jan.,17. 

“The King called for an im- 
mediate cease fir e and a U.S.- 
Iraxp dialogue as well as Arab- 
Arab talks. 

He criticised the United Na- 
tions, saying it had foiled to act 
when the Western allies went 
beyond tbeir mandat* in laun- 
ching a “savage war mi*! at 
destroying Iraq’s existence.” 

The King said raids were des- 
troying mosques, churches, hos- 
pitals, milk factories and water 
networks, “returning Iraq to 
primitive fife.” 

“The true aim behind thin de- 
vastating war, as its stands 
today and as statements made by 
its parties affir m and as the 
course of events have shown, is to 
devastate Iraq,” he said. 

The King said the conflict was 
aimed at chan g in g the balance of 
power in the post-war Arab 
World. 

“The nature of this active milit- 
ary alliance a gaiimi- Iraq reveals 
its short and longterm goals,” he 
said. 

. “When Israel is supporting this 


aitianfl* and when there are two 
countries, one Islamic and one 
Arab, in normal political rela- 
tions with Israel... then it is easy 
for us to realise that tins war is a 
war an all Arabs and Muslims 
and not just on Iraq,” he de- 
clared. 

The King said the post-war 
divisions in the Arab World 
would be for more dangerous 
than the 1916 agreement that 
carved up the region between 
France and Britain. 

The Sykes-Picot accord divided 
the former Ottoman province of 
Syria into three parts, the French 
receiving Syria and Lebanon and 
tiie British Palestine and Iraq. 

King Hussein said Israel would 
be the main beneficiary of the 
new post-war era in the region 
and would set Emits in solving the 
Palestinian problem. ■ 

“There are already signs that 
the spoils are being divided,” he 
said. 

“There is talk of proposed 
military alliances and foreign 
troops that will stay on Arab soil; 
of conditions that wifi Hawfirap 




our progress; of a solution for the 
Palestinian problem which has 
been prepared or which wfll be 
prepared by others according to 
what they see...,” he said. 

The King accused allied forces 
of trying to force Jordan to kneel, 
clearly alluding to the allied 
attacks on Jordanian oil imports 
from Iraq and Saudi Arabia's 
decision to cut off oil to the 
Kingdom. 

“There were new attempts to 
(Continued on page 5) 


Iran explores prospects for 
peaee, awaits Iraqi response 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran, pushing 
ahead with efforts to mediate in 
the Gnlf crisis, told France 
Wednesday it would not tolerate 
the continued presence of foreign 
forces in the region. 

The Iranian news agency 
ERNA said French President 
Francois Mitterrand telephoned 
Presdent AH Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani as Iran’s foreign 
minister held talks on the Gulf 
crisis with visiting Soviet and 
Turkish ministers. 

“I have sent a message for Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein and I 
am awaiting his reply to start my 
(peace) initiative,” IRNA quoted 
Mr. Rafsanjani as telling Mr. 
Mitterrand. 

“Our stand towards the ‘Per- 
sian’ Gulf crisis is crystal dear, 
and that is we are opposed to 


Kuwait's occupation and the pre- 
sence of multinational forces in 
tiie region. 

“We believe that die territorial 
integrity of Iraq and Kuwait 
should remain intact. We are 
gravely sensitive to the remaining 
of foreign forces in the region and 
wfll not tolerate it,” said Mr. 
Rafsanjani, who has kept Iran 
neutral in the conflict. 

Mr. Mitterrand said he hoped 
the conversation could be a start- 
ing point for cooperation on in- 
ternational matters, IRNA said. 

“Iran’s role in the recent catas- 
trophe can be determining and 
decisive. We attach great import- 
ance to this,” Mr. Mitterrand 
said. 

French troops are stationed in 
Sandi Arabia as part of tiie U.S.- 
led anti-Iraq coalition and French 


fighter planes regularly attack 
Iraqi positions. 

“Foreigners cannot be messen- 
gers of peace,” ERNA quoted 
Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati as telling Turkish Fore- 
ign Minister Ahmet Kurtcebe 
Alptemodn. 

Turkey, ? NATO member 
bordering both Iran and Iraq, has 
been criticised in the Iranian 
press for helping in U.S. air raids 
on Iraq and accused of eyeing 
oti-rida regions of northern Iraq 
(see page 2). 

“Turkey casts no covetous eye 
on even an inch of Iraqi territory 
and Iraq’s boundaries should re- 
main intact,” IRNA quoted Mr. 
Alptemodn as saying. 

The minister said on arrival in 

(C ontinued on page 3) 


Soviet general: U.S. is overkilling 


MOSCOW (R) — A Conserva- 
tive Soviet general accused the 
United States Wednesday of 
overirifl in trying to destroy Iraq. 

“They planned to conduct one 
military operation that would 
destroy Iraq completely. But they 
have already used three times the 
amount of bombs necessary for 
one operation,” Major-General 
Viktor Fflatov said. 

Gen. Fflatov, etfitor of a Soviet . 
monthly magazine on mili tary 
affairs, was addressing a forum 
organised by Palestinian diplo- 
mats. 

He attacked the record of for- 
mer Foreign Minister Eduard 
Shevardnadze who voted in 
favour of a United Nations re- 
solution allowing for all necessary 
means, including force, to be 
used to secure Iraq’s withdrawal 
fiom Kuwait. Mr. Shevardnadze 


resigned on Dec. 20. 

“I think that during the history 
of Russia and the Soviet Union 
we have never had such an in- 
competent foreign ministry as we 
had under Shevardnadze,” he 
said. 

Oleg Fomin, a press adviser to 
the Communist Party Central 
Co mmi t te e, told the forum Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev should 
do whatever was necessary to 
stop the Gulf war. 

He charged that the United 
States with setting out to destroy 
Iraq and its people. 

“Americans stand with one 
foot in Panama and another foot 
in Riyadh and they speak about 
human rights,” Mr. Fomin said. 
“This just shows tbeir duplicity. 

The statements at the fo ru m 
echoed those published earlier 
tins week by tiie Communist Par- 


ty, which called on Mr. Gor- 
bachev to launch a fresh political 
initiative to end the war. 

A statement issued Monday 
said tiie party central committee 
had urged the Soviet leadership 
“to take the necessary additional 
steps before the international 
community and the United Na- 
tions to end the bloodshed.” 

Palestinian Ambassador Nabfl 
Amr told the forum that the 

Co mmun i s t Party was a “reliable 
friend,” and he blamed the Un- 
ited States for the Gnlf war. 

“The United States with all its 
forces wfll try to destroy the 
Middle East... we must remem- 
ber that the Middle East shares 
borders with die Soviet Union,” 
he said. 


(Continued on page 5) 


Syrian role purely defensive — Sharaa 


LONDON (Agencies) — Syrian 
Foreign Minister Farooq AJ Shar- 
aa said Wednesday his country 
would not participate in any 
allied attack against Iraq but 
ruled out a ceasefire unless Iraq 
withdrew first from Kuwait. 

Mr. Sharaa, arriving in London 
for the first visit by a senior 

Syrian official to Britain in more 
than four years, said Ms co un try’s 
nfle within the U.S.-led coalition 
in the Gulf would remain purely 
defensive. 

“These forces are under the 
command of the Saudis and cer- 
tainly these forces would not be 
involved in an operation inside 
Iraq, and we regret that there are 
continuing operations inside 
Iraq,” Mr. Sharaa told reporters 
at Heathrow airport. 

“We hope tiie fighting wfll 
cease as soon as possible because 


we do not like to see further 
destruction or casualties. But at 
the same time we think stopping 
of utifitaiy operations should be 
based on an Iraqi withdrawal. 

Syrian forces in Saudi Arabia 
Monday w e re engaged in their 

first utifitaiy action against the 
Iraqi army in Kuwait after com- 
ing under attack for the first time 
since their deplo ym e n t following 
Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait. 

Syria's su pport for the U.S-led 
alliance, agunst Iraq has helped 
improve its relations with the 
West after yean of isolation. 

Mr. Sharaa met Foreign 
Secretary Douglas Hurd fra 1 a 
working lunch, tiie first ministe- 
rial contact since Britain severed 
relations more than four years 
ago over Syria’s alleged involve- 
ment in an attempt to blow up an 
Israeli airline on a fligh t from 


London. 

The two countries rest o r e d re- 
lations last November. 

Mr. Sharaa said he would 
discuss bilateral relations be- 
tween Syria and Britain, adding: 
“I would like to achieve some 
progres in developing these.” 

He also said he wanted to 
the Gulf war and the 
Arab-lsxaeli conflict. 

Mr. Sharaa told reporters that 
Britain, as a permanent member 
of the U.S. Security Council, 
could play “an active role in 
contributing and pushing” for an 

international Middle East peace 
conference to settle the Palesti- 
nian question. 

Mr. Sharaa said, “If we want a 
stable and peaceful Middle East, 
then the •Arab-IsraeH conflict 

should find a comprehensive and 
just settlement.” 


Combined agency dispatches 

ABOUT 150 PEOPLE, indtufing 
34 children, were killed by an 
allied air raid overnight on the 
southern dty of Nassariyah, Iraqi 
authorities said Wednesday. 

It was by the Ear the largest 
death toll reported by Iraq in a 
single raid since the Gulf war 
began Jan. 17. 

Iraqi officials gave few details 
about the raid, but said many 
homes were hit. 

Travellers arriving in Baghdad 
from Nassariyah reported that 
the dty came under intensive 
bombardment Tuesday night. 
They said military and industrial 
targets were hit, and huge col- 
umns of smoke rose over the dty. 

The government daily A] 
Thawra report e d that 349 people 

Baghdad 
severs 
ties with 
U.S., 
allies 

Combined agency dispatches 

IRAQ ANNOUNCED it was 
severing diplomatic ties with the 
United States, Britain, France, 
Italy, Egypt and Saudi Arabia. 

Baghdad Radio said a Foreign 
Ministry statement also urged 
other Arab and Islamic countries 
to follow Iraq’s lead and break 
relations with tiie six countries. 

“...We call on the nationalist 
regimes in the Arab Homeland 
and the governments of Islamic 
states to take tiie same step of 
severing diplomatic relations with 
the states of the American- 
Atlantic aggression and the Arab 
regimes allied with them,” the 
statement said. 

The statement said the war 
pitted Iraq and the Arab and 
Islamic nations against an affian ce 
of “imperialists, Zionists and 
their mean tr aito r agents.” It said 
the United States had hampered 
all Arab efforts to find a peaceful 
solution to the Gnlf crisis. 

Britain, Italy and France said 
they had not received any formal 
notification of the reported break 
in relations. There was no im- 
mediate reaction from tiie United 
States, Egypt or Sa ra h Arabia. 

The Iraqi statement said the 
allies were seeking to “dissuade 
Iraq from its independent, libera- 
tion course.” 

It said that since Aug. 2, the 
day it invaded Kuwait, Iraq “has 
been c are ful in dealing with the 
development of the situation in 
the Arabian Gulf region within 
the framework of the Arab family 
and in a maimer that fulfills the 
supreme pan-Arab interests, 
without any foreign interfer- 
ence.” 

“The U-S. administration 
worked from tiie beginning to 
hamper all Arab efforts or solu- 
tions for what is called the Gulf 
crisis. It has used the two ruling 
regimes in Riyadh and Cairo as a 
means to implement its conspir- 
atorial and aggressive scheme 
against Iraq and the Arab Na- 
tion.” it added. 

Warplanes from all of the 
countries except Egypt have 
taken part in the relentless bom- 
bardment of Iraq and Kuwait that 
began on Jan. 17. Egypt has sent 
coops to join the multinational 

force confronting Iraq but has not 
yet been involved in any of the 

combat that began on Jan. 17. 

Iraq has called the leaders of 
the United States. Britain. 
France, Italy and Saudi Arabia 
war criminals responable for the 
savage bombardment that Iraq 
says specifically t ar get s civilian 
and residential areas. 


have been killed in the southern 
port city of Basra since tiie allied 
raids began. 

Previously, Iraq announced 

4?)R civ ilian* had Hiwl jjj fhf gffled 

air attacks. 

Iraqi officials said »ffi«d bombs 
and missiles rained down on 
Baghdad overnight, smashing a 
bridge, hospital, communications 
centre and homes. 

Baghdad Radio said U-S- Pres- 
ident George Bush had lied when 
he said he did not seek tiie 
destruction of Iraq. 

It said the allied raids “target- 
ted aS the scientific, economic, 
and cultural installations, went 
beyond that to target medical 
installations, places of worship, 
and sacred sites, and went even 
further in their criminality to hit 
residential areas...” 


“They want to expel Iraq from 
die 20th century,” said tiie radio. 
It vowed that the campaign would 
foil and that the Iraqi people 
would exact revenge. 

“What remains is for Bush and 
his accomplices in crime to under- 
stand that they are personally 
responsible for their crime. The 
Iraqi people will pursue them for 
this crime, even if they leave 
office and disappear into obli- 
vion,” it said. 

“There is no doubt that they 
will understand what we mean if 
they know what revenge means to 
die Arabs,” said the radio. 

It said tiie allies wanted to 
destroy Iraq’s infr a stru cture but 
“they will not be able to destroy 
tiie Iraqi creative mind.” 

“They can murder women, 
children and the elderiy, but they 


will not be able to uproot the Iraqi 
people... they will not be able to 
break its independent and free 
wilL” 

Allied forces continued to rain 
bombs and shells on Iraqi troops 
and dries Wednesday and knock- 
ed out a key bridge across the 
Tigris River in Baghdad. 

Bag hdad, a dty of four million, 
has come under daily air attacks 
since the Gulf war started Jan. 
17. 

The air raids have cut com- 
munications and electricity and 
caused acute water shortages. 

There has been no overall fi- 
gure of civilian casualties mainl y 
because of the collapse of the 
telephone system. 

One of the few diplomats stfll 

(Continued on page 5) 


Drivers report continuing attack 
on Iraq-Jordan desert highway 


From John Rice (the Associated Press) at Yednda and Jane 
Araf (Renter) at Rnwefaked 


TRUCK DRIVERS carrying oil 
from Iraq said Wednesday that 
allied warplanes have attacked 
them with missiles, machine guns 
and mines, bat they vowed not to 
quit their mission. 

Drivers also said that U.S. 
planes were now rocketing traffic 
at random along western Iraq’s 
desert highway. 

The driven denied that their 
convoys has any link to the Iraqi 
military and said they would con- 
tinue risking the aerial attacks to 
keep open Jordan's economic 
lifeline. 

“We know we might not come 
back, but we still have to help our 
country,” said driver Arif Abu 
Yassem. 

Fans Hussein, another driver, 
described an attack last Saturday 
On an Iraqi highway. 

“One of the guys in front of 
me, his trod: exploded. So I 
stopped my truck and ran 200 
metres,” Mr. Hussein said. “I 
saw the airplanes come down and 


shot at the trucks a first time, 
then they came back... I saw a 
rocket fired from a plane at my 
truck and it blew op.” 

Mr. Hussein said none of tiie 
drivers were injured in the half- 
hour-long attack. 

Prime Minister Mndar Badrau 
said Tuesday that allied planes 
had laded seven Jordanian driv- 
ers, wounded 11 and damaged at 
leas 31 tanker trucks. 

“I am unarmed. Why are they 
bombing me?” driver Mahmoud 
Mousa shouted at a reporter. 

Jordan has protested the 
attacks to lire United States and 
to the United Nations Security 
Council, arguing that U.N. offi- 
cials had given it p er mi s si on to 
import oil despite a U.N. embar- 
go on trade with Iraq. 

U.N. Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar said Tuesday the 
shipme n ts were, in fact, “a viola- 
tion of the sanctions, of course... 
but to bomb the trucks, I think 
that is a little too tough a deci- 


sion. 

Mr. Badrau told a parliamen- 
tary committee that Jordan will 
continue importing Iraqi oil until 
the U.N. Security Council can 
find his country an alternative 
supply. 

IBs cargo leaking from a hole 
and six of his tanker’s 22 tyres 
punctured by shrapnel, driver 
Ahmad Mahmoud told Renters 
the U.S. air force was “patrolling 
the highway with bombs.” 

One of the four tankers in his 
convoy failed to reach the border 
crossing point at A1 Ruweished. 

Its driver, Yousef Zayyoud, 
was injured in the eye daring an 
air attack on Tuesday afternoon 
and the tanker got stuck in a 
crater, Mr. Mahmoud said. 

“We kept driving. We could 
not stop because the planes were 
still bombing us... 

“I am not a mili tary track. I am 
not carrying ammunition. But 
they (allied planes) hit us at 
random as though they want to 


(Continued on page 5) 


Frustration, anger seen behind 
bid to block Saudi-bound trucks 


By P.V. Yivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A convoy of Tur- 
kish and Syrian trades carrying 
goods — mostly food items — to 
Sandi Arabia and other Gulf 
states were attacked Wednesday 
by angry Jordanians at the border 
town of Ramtha who were pro- 
testing against a Sandi ban on 
Jordanian trucks, police repo r t s 
and witnesses said. 

According to a police state- 
ment, the incident started around 
noon when a crowd gathered near 
the border post, about 100 
kilometres nortbest of Amman, 
and pre ven ted “the tracks from- 
continuing their trip...” The 
statement described the vehicles 
as “non-Jordanian.” 

Witnesses said some of the 
tracks were damaged and some 
food items were removed from 
several refrig e rated vehicles but 
police intervened to dispose the 
crowd. 

Mohammad Dardnr, a parlia- 
ment member from the Irtad 
Governorate who rushed to the 
scene, said he and fellow Irbid 
Deputy Salim Zoubi intervened 
with toe crowd but “it took some 
time before tiie' situation was 
brought under control. 

The police statement, carried 
by the Jordan News Agency, 

Petra, did not give the number of 
people or tracks involved. But 
Ramtha residents rea ch e d by 
phone estimated the crowd at 400 
and the tracks — both Turkish 
and Syrian — at around 60. 

“Many Syrian trucks were not 

int e rc ep ted at all,” said a town 


resident. “Turkey's participation 
in the war agamst Iraq also 
seemed to have fuelled the peo- 
ple’s angry mood,” he said. 

The official statement said the 
crowd “responded to calls by the 
local authorities and officials who 
warned against endangering the 
freedom of tr an s i t trade through 
the Kingdom.” 

The statement also appealed to 
the public “to exercise self- 
restraint and act with responsibil- 
ity, particularly at this difficult 
situation facing the country,” but 
also warned that “strict measures 
would be adopted to e n s ur e law 
and order.” 

Mr. Dardour said at least two 
people — one of them trying to 
drive one of the trucks “back to 
die cust o ms centre,” and another 
“who appeared to have made an 
accident” — were detained. He 
said he did not have further in- 
formation. A security source said 
no-one remained in custody. 

The deputy attributed the inci- 
dent to “ fr u s tration with the 
situation in the transport sector” 
over truck owners and drivers 
forced to be idle as a result of the 
de facto blockade on Jordan and 
“anger over the death of one 
Ramtha driver (in the allied 
attacks) on Jordanian ofl tankers 
driving between Iraq and Am- 
man.” 

A resident of Ramtha was 
among tiie seven Jordanians kil- 
led in last week’s allied raids on 
Jordanian tankers carrying Iraqi 
oil to the Kingdom. 

“Why should others be allowed 
to cany goods through Jordan to 
the Saudis addle we Jordanians 


are not allowed to enter Saudi 
Arabia?” asked an angry resident 
of Ramtha, whose population is 
dominated by people relying on 
the transport sector for a living. 

Mr. Dardour said no organised 
g roup or party was involved in 
the disturbances and said: “Peo- 
ple are really frustrated and dis- 
appointed as well as angry over 
toe entire situation.” 

He said he did not expect any 
recu r re n ce of such incidents. 

“We have promised toe people 
to convey thdr grievances to toe 
prime minister and also tefld them 
that violence was not toe answer 
to tiie problem,” said the deputy. 
“Law and order should be re- 
spected and violence is the wrong 
way to do things.” 

Informed sources said it was 
agreed that toe vehicles would 
proceed on their trip across toe 
kin grin m after repairing ri*u*u*gpg 
wherever necessary. One source 
said toe g ov e r nm ent would pay 
for the repairs, winch were de- 
scribed as “fight.*' 

The Saudi ban against Jorda- 
nian trucks and import of Jorda- 
nian produce is one of several 
measures adopted by Riyadh in 
response to Jordan’s position on 
- the Gulf crisis. The ban, in effect 
on and off since October, fol- 
lowed a em-off in Saudi oil supply 
to Jordan, and an order to reduce 

Jordan’s diplomatic presence in 
Saudi Arabia. Subsequently, 
Saadi Arabia also banned toe 
return of Jordanian and Palesti- 
nian expatriates — in addition to 
nationals of several other Arab 
countries seen as supportive of 
Iraq. 
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Iranian papers warn Turkey 
against exploiting war 


NICOSIA ( AP) — As Officials in 
Tehran awaited the arrival of 
Turkey's foreign minister, Ira- 
nian newspapers warned Ankara 
Wednesday against exploiting the 
war to seize oil-rich Iraqi terri- 
tory. 

The Farsi-language Jomhuri 
Islami said: "All countries, espe- 
cially Iraq's neighbours, are ex- 
pected to contribute to containing 
the crisis." 

Turkish Foreign Minister 
Ahmet Knrtcebe Alptemocm was 
due in Tehran Wednesday for 
tallfc with I ranian officials aim ed 
at finding a peaceful solution to 
the war. 

Also on Wednesday, Soviet 
Deputy Foreign Minister Alek- 
sandr Belonogov met with his 
Iranian counterpart Mahmmoud 
Vaezi about ways of containing 
the conflict. 

Iran has maintained strict neut- 
rality in the conflict, but is con- 
cerned that if Turkey becomes 
more directly involved in the war 
then Tehran could be dragged in. 

So far, Turkey's chief involve- 
ment has been to allow allied 
forces to use NATO base at 
Indrlik, 700 kilometres from the 
frontier, for bombing raids on 
northern Iraq. 

Iran suspects Turkey of sop- 
porting the allied cause for the 
purpose of expanding its own 
territory by seizing the northern 
Iraqi provinces of Mosul and 
oil-rich Kirkuk following an allied 
victory. 

Recent reports in the Turkish 
press have not put their minds at 
ease. Ankara appears to hope 
that a defeated Iraq win be di- 
vided and ruled by a federation of 
Turks, Kurds and Arabs. 

“The Iranians would prefer a 
weakened Iraq, and not a power- 
ful U.S. ally on their borders/’ 
said Shireen Hunter, an analyst 
with Washington's International 
Institute of Strategic and Interna- 
tional Studies. 

“Iran feels that after the war 
Iraq will be on the menu, and 
because of its good relations with 
Washington, Turkey will be in- 
vited to the dinner party, but Iran 
will not,” she said in a telephone 
interview. 

Turkey could claim the- terri- 
fory which has a largc.Torkoman 
minority and belonged to the 
Ottoman empire until .after 
World Wai- 1. In 1926 if Wcame 
part of British-mandated Iraq. 

But the English-language 


Tehran Times warned Turkey 
against increased involvement in 
the war. 

“Opening a new front by Tor- 
key against Iraq will not serve 
Ankara's long-term interests." 
the newspaper said, adding,' 
“launching a ground assault to 
capture the oil-rich Kirkuk region 
... will not have positive results 
for Turkey.” 

Iranian President Hashemi 
Rafsan jam has offered to mediate 
a peaceful solution to the crisis 
and said be would be willing to 
meet with Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein and contact officials 
in Washington. 

He also sent a message to Iraq 
containing an 'idea” for peace. 
There has been no indication of a 
response from Baghdad. 

Although no be tails of the mes- 
sage were revealed by Tehran, a 
London-based Kuwaiti newspap- 
er said Mr. Rafsanjam proposed 
a seven-point plan that would 
involve a ceasefire then simul- 
taneous withdrawal of Iraq from 
Kuwait and the allied forces from 
Saudi Arabia. 

The plan would be proposed at 
an Islamic conference convened 
in Baghdad by Ir anian leaders, 
the Voice of Kuwait newspaper 
said without tiring any sources. 

Coalition Arabs ‘unaware’ 

Iran has not informed three 
principal Arab partners of the 
anti-Iraq coaltion about its initia- 
tive to end the Gulf war, top 
Arab officials said. 

The foreign ministers of Egypt 
and Saudi Arabia and the Kuwait 
foreign ministry’s second-ranking 
official said they’ve received no 
details of any I ranian plan. They 
met with President Hosm Mubar- 
ak before speaking with repor- 
ters. 

Sheikh Nasser A1 Ahmad A1 
Sabah of Kuwait said he saw 
Rafsanjam in Tehran Tuesday 
night and was told only that Iran 
still demands that Iraq quit 
Kuwait and Sheikh Jaber A1 
Ahmad A1 Sabah’s government 
be restored. 

“I have not been informed 
.about the Iranian initiative, bat 
°dunng my meeting with President ' 

'' ‘'ftafSftrijfthi h<T ‘emphasised - ‘his 
.country’s neutrality,” he told re- 
VfjAruirt. • • 

An Ir anian official at the Un- 
ited Nations said uo detailed 


proposal exists yet, bat in general 
the initiative hinges on Iraqi with- 
drawal from Kuwait. Sheikh Nas- 
ser repeated Wednesday that his 
country wiH acc ep t nothing less. 

In Washington, President 
George Bush said Monday be had 
seen no Iranian peace plan and 
had nothing to negotiate with 
Iraq. But the Soviet Union and 
Turkey have signaled support to 
die Iranian initiative. 

Both Sheikh Nasser and Prince 
Sand A1 Faisal, the Saudi foreign 
minister, gave Mr. Mubarak let- 
ters from their heads of state. 
Prince Sand said King Fahcfs 
message followed up on a meet- 
ing between the two leaders in 
Saudi Arabia last week. 

The Saudi official arrived in 
Cairo from Damascus where he 
met with President Hafez A1 
Assad. 

Prince Sand’s host. Foreign 
Minister Esmat Abdul Meguid of 
Egypt, said new-found dose ties 
among Egypt, Syria and Saudi 
Arabia “is the basic foundation 
for the future.” 

Kuwait’s government in exile 
praised Iran Wednesday for its 
neutrality in the Gulf war but did 
not mention Tehran’s recent 
peace efforts. 

“The coonti] of ministers hails 
the firm stand and the strong ties 
between Kuwait and the Islamic 
Republic of Iran ...,” said In- 
formation Minister Badr AJ 
Yacoub, referring to the declara- 
tion of neutrality. 

He spoke after the toppled 
cabinet met to consider a report 
from Sheikh Nasser Mohammad 
A1 Sabah, the minister of state for 
foreign affairs, who conferred 
with President Rafsanjani this 
week in Tehran and gave Him a 
message from the exiled emir. 

The Kuwait News Agency, 
which carried the statements, said 
Mr. Yacoub did not mention the 
Iranian peace initiative. 

Tbe agency said that Foreign 
Minister Yousuf Ben Alawi of 
Oman met with the emir and said 
later that it was “too late” for 
peaceful initiatives. Oman has 
been a persistant advocate of 
peaceful solutions to the crisis. 

- ?*Thc coirect imtwtfves^iiat the 
world should take are toconvicne 
•Iraq to abide by U.N.- Security 
Council resolutions ttr pull-out 
from Kuwait and that Iraq remain 
within its borders,” he told the 
agency. 


Somali rebels: Loyalists 
routed in northwest 


TOKYO (R) — Baghdad could 
cany on the Gulf war for two 
years, helped by an underground 
network of bomb shelters that 
can take more than two million 
people, a Japanese architect was 
reported on Wednesday as 
saying. 

U I think that yon may find that 
more than half of the buildings 
erected in 1981 or later in Bagh- 
dad have shelters,” architect 
Takaaki Hashida was quoted as 
saying in tbe widely-read weekly 
magazine Themis. 

“At present, Iraq has shelters 
capable of accommodating more 
than two million people. Ten per 
cent are resistant against midear 
assaults,” Mr. Hashida said. 

The 46-year-old architect, who 
runs an office in Tokyo, said be 
built four shelters in Baghdad 
between 1981 and 1984. 

“The shelters I designed were 
resistant against nuclear attacks. 
Even if they get hit by nuclear 
weapons or chemical weapons, 
they are designed so those within 
can survive for four weeks,” he 
added. 

The anti-nuclear shelters can 
withstand a one-megaton atomic 
bomb unless they suffer a hit 
within about two kilometres," be 
was quoted as saying. 


NAIROBI (AP) — Rebels say 
they have crushed troops loyal to 
ousted Somali President Moham- 
mad Siad Baric who had re- 
grouped in a northwestern town. 

A radio broadcast by die rebel 
Somalia National Movement 
(SNM) late Thursday said the 
loyalists were beaten in daylong 
fighting in an around Borama, a 
town near Ethiopia’s border in the 
northwest. 

“The town was heavily shelled 
by SNM fighters before they en- 
tered and engaged the enemy,” 
said the broadcast. “The enemy 
force was destroyed, while others 
surrendered and many were 
wounded.” 

Tbe broadcast was monitored in 
Nairobi. It was impossible to im- 
mediately verify tbe elaitp- 

Tbe broadcast said SNM lost 12 
dead and 20 wounded, but gave no 
casualty figures for the loyalists 
nor any indication of their 
strength. 

Tbe fighting Tuesday occurred 
two days after the SNM claimed 
“it had taken control of all admi- 
nistrative roles in the northwest- 
ern regions.” 

Mr. Siad Barre, who had ruled 
tbe northeastern African nation of 
8 million people for 22 years, fled 
the capita], Mogadishu, Jan. 26 
when rebels of the United Somalia 
Congress (USC) stormed his 
palace. 


Mr. Siad Bane’s whereabouts 
remain unknown, but Somali ex- 
iles in Nairobi daim he is holed up 
among his clansmen, the Maher- 
an, along the border with Kenya, 
in tbe sooth. 

The SNM began serious fighting 
in 1988 and is oldest of tbe groups 
that waged war against Mr. Siad 
Barre. It is not represented in the 
interim government of President 
Ali Mahdi Mohammad installed 
Sunday in Mogadishu. 

However, Prime Minister Omar 
Arteh Gfaaleb, a former foreign 
minister who was jafled for years 
by Mr. Siad Barre, is a member of 
the Isaaq dan from the SNM 
draws its main support. 

The USC draws most of its 
support from central Somalia's 
Hawiye dan. 

Mohammad Robleh, tbe 
London-based USC spokesman, 
Wednesday welcomed the SNM 
victory against the loyalists. 

“Although they are not repre- 
sented in the government, they 
played a major role in overthrow- 
ing tbe former regime,” Mr. Rob- 
leh said in a telephone interview. 
“We expect them to play a role in 
the future of our country.” 

Mr. Mahdi Mohammad govern- 
ment has proposed a meeting Feb. 
28 for a provisional government 
that wiD organise general elec- 
tions. 


U.S. 

believes 

Republican 

Guard 

remains 

strong 

NEW YORK (Agencies) — Tbe 
'United States and allied military 
forces in the Gulf have not sub- 
stantially weakened Iraq’s crack 
Republican Guard units, the New 
York limes, quoting U.S. milit- 
ary officials, reported Wednes- 
day. 

After almost three weeks of 
heavy allied bombing, Iraq's 
140.000 elite ground troops were 
still well-entrenched in northern 
Kuwait and southern Iraq and 
remained combat-effective, the 
newspaper said. 

Unidentified military official 
told the newspaper that despite 
the constant air barrage, approx- 
imately 10 divisions of the Re- 
publican Guard and array tanks 
units remained substantially in- 
tact with well-dispersed under- 
ground depots and supply lines. 

Iraqi tank losses were in the 
“low hundreds, but (Iraq) has got 
5.000” one official said. 

Tbe U.S. carpet-bombing cam- 
paign against guard positions had 
been largely ineffective against 
those tanks and artillery pieces 
that require direct bits to be 
destroyed, the newspaper said. 

Iraqi armour was widely dis- 
persed and therefore remained 
substantially intact, the New 
York Times said. 

One military offidal told the 
newspaper the U.S. bombing 
campaign bad not “reduced (Ira- 
qi President Saddam Hussein's) 
ability to re-supply his theatre 
forces.” 

“It is still, substantially, the 
fighting force it was,” the offidal 
said to Iraq’s military strength. 

“.... I have every reason to 
believe that the Republican 
Guard can still be employed as an 
effective fighting force and it has 
not yet been substantially de- 
graded. That is not to say air 
power has failed, but there is still 
a lot of work to do.” 

At a Pentagon briefing on 
Tuesday^ Lieutenant General Jho- 
mas-Kelly said the' United States 
was still in the process of asses- 
smg bqmb damage against the 
guard, which is trained for offen- 
sive and unconventional warfare 
tactics. 

None of tbe more than 800 
Iraqis taken prisoner by the allies 
so far is a member of the Republi- 
can Guard. Tbe units are under- 
stood to be deployed well behind 
foe front-line forces, die U.S. 
offidal said. 

Radio an elusive target 

Knocking Baghdad Radio off 
the air permanently is all but 
impossible, U.S. officials said 
concerning the broadcasts Iraq 
use to inform and encourage dvi- 
lians and to verbally attack die 
United States. 

“It much more difficult chan 
destroying a radar site or a dam,” 
said one military source, speaking 
on condition of anonymity. “We 
can take out their antennas, bat 
somebody can string up a net- 
work of wires someplace else. 
Transmitting is something you 
can do in a doset.” 

Another military offidal said 
allied air forces attacked Iraqi 
radio targets in the early days of 
the war “with some success.” But 
he added that “yon can take out a 
main tower, and they can install 
another on a roof of a building 
powered by a generator.” 

He said the Iraqis are probably 
using rivilian buildings wbere 
they will be safe from air strikes. 
“Yon could hang laundry from 
the wires during the day” to 
camouflage equipment, be said. 

The first offidal said short 
wave transmitters capable of 
reaching outside Iraq are prob- 
ably located in several places and. 
if damaged, can be restored to 
operation in a matter of days. 


Lebanese army troops 
move into south for first 
time since 1975 


NABATTYEH, Lebanon (R) — 
Government troops moved into 
South Lebanon for tbe first time 
since 1975 on Wednesday, taking 
np positions within sight of 
Israel’s self-declared “security 
zone.” 

Their deployment was part of 
the government's drive to heal 
the wounds of 15 yean of dvil 
war. 

Witnesses said about 2,500 sol- 
diers in trucks and armoured 
personnel camera rambled down 
the southern coastal highway be- 
tween tbe ports of Sidon and 
Tyre. 

They also moved into the town 
of Nabatiyeh — on the southern 
edge of the Iqlim Al Tonfah area 
shelled for more than four hours 
by Israeli gunnera earlier in the 
day. 

The troop movements, 
cheered on by thousands of 
Lebanese lining the streets, were 
part of the government's a tt emp t 
to extend its authority across the 
country. 

One Lebanese position south- 
east of Nabatiyeh was less than 
two kilometres from the buffer 
strip set np by Israel in 1965. 

Israeli warplanes swooped over 
the south as the troops fanned 
out. 

Israel has hundreds of troops in 
its nin e-kilometre-deep buffer 
zone and has refined to withdraw 
them to allow the Lebanese army 


to take full control of die south. 

Israeli forces and their South 
Lebanese army aHies shel- 

led villages just north of die 
“security zone” before dawn. 

Security sources said shells 
crashed into villages in Iqlim Al 
Toufah after guerri llas fired five 
Katyusha rockets into the zone in 
retaliation far Israeli air raids on 
Palestinian strongholds on Tues- 
day which killed at beast seven 
people. 

Palestinian guerrillas fired 

dozens of rockets at the strip over 

five consecutive days last week. 
Palestinian sources said the rock- 
eting was aimed at opening a 
symbolic second Gulf war front 
against Israel in support of Iraq. 

The Ijebancsc army command 
said in a statement: “Tbe army 
has began implementing the gov- 
ernment’s decision to extend its 
authority over the south. An 
army brigade headed to the south 
and fook positions there as plan- 
ned.” 

It said the deployment would 
continue on Thursday by moving 
into TqKm Al Toufah area and 
Tyre. 

“We have been waiting far this 
moment for a long time. It is a 
great day for the south,” Ahmad 
Fattah, a 45-year-old res- 
taurateur, told Reuters. 

“We pray only the weapons of 
the army will prevail from now 
on.” he said. 


Israeli activists urge 
Gulf ceasefire 


TEL AVIV (AP) — In the first 
sign of dissent against over- 
whelming Israeli support for the 
Gulf war, a snail group of Jews 
and Arabs cm Wednesday urged 
an immediate ceasefire between 
U.S.-led fo rce s and Iraq. 

“The horrible price of their war 
is paid by ordinary people,” said 
a petition signed by 100 Israelis 
that was presented at a news 
conference by a new group called 
“Enough.” 

The petition condemned Iraq's 
missile attacks on Israel but 
added that it opposed tbe Gulf 
war. 

a^S^e [have! tb' siiy * 'isn't 
•■pojmHr 1^^^'liave^to 
’ Some thbu^t lthxs 'would be " a 
•shortwarbnrtt ftehulrris febttg 
to last a long time, maybe 
months,” said Hashem Mahanrid, 
an Israeli- Arab legislator and for- 
mer mayor of Unun Al Fahm. 

“If the war is not stopped 
immediately, we are going to see 
this area turn into a desert,” Mr. 
Mahamid added. 

Tbe petition demanded a ceas- 
efire monitored by .die United 
Nations and an inteniationa] 
peace conference to resolve 
Israel's conflict with die Palesti- 
nians — both steps opposed by 
die Israeli government. 

It also urged making the Mid- 
dle East free of nuclear, chemical 
and bacteriological weapons. 

After decrying die war’s effect 
on ordinary people, the petition 
said, “We Israelis have already 
paid our part. Tbe price in blood 
will grow higher and higher the ■ 
longer the war lasts. We believe 
this madness can and should be 
stopped.” 

The activists also urged Israel 


to continue staying out of the war 
despite 30 Iraqi mi«ale« aimed at 
die Jewish state that have killed 
two people and injured 270 
others. 

Mahamid called on Israel to Eft 
a blanket curfew on 1.7 million 
Palestinians in die occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, enforced 
since the war’s o u tb r eak on Jan. 
17. 

Mr. Mahamid said that on a 
visit to the West Bank town of 
Jenin last weekend he “met fami- 
lies who are hungry... because 
they cannot go to work” to earn 

w.fe 0 *- 


andraforibg ^activist; said tfc© 
war' 'wbfikr nbt' resoRb wKaf ’he' 
called Israel’s “existential prob- 
ekn” — the Pales tinian issue. 

Leibowitz said this reality 
“won’t be. changed in die least by 
the Gulf war, no matter what the 
results are.” 

Unless Israel and the Palesti- 
nians reach a land-for-pcace com- 
promise, he added, “We will 
have war to the bitter end, not 
only with the Palestinians but 
with the entire Arab World, from 
Morocco to the Tertian’ Gulf." 

Tbe protesters of “Enough” 
represent a tinier segment than 
usual of dissent against* govern- 
ment policy, as most Israeli left- 
wingers either support the war or 
are silent. 

Last week a group of promin- 
ent peace advocates, including 
novelists Amos Oz and AJB. 
Yeboshua, announced they h»H 
to dissent with peace movements 
in other countries opp o sin g the 
war. They said that Iraq’s war 
ma c hin e mnst be stopped. 





^^^TwSyncws cor^^the^h 
wasrefayed to the Iraqi embassy ^ 

Turkey made tire “suggestion” because political . 

neighbouring countries have declined as a result ofthe Gutfcraqs. 
Tta^totoken a strong pro-U.S. sand “ttecmis 
U.S. bombers to cany ont raids on Iraq 

Turkey. Mr. Sungar said about 70 Iraqis were emptoyed mTmtoeyz 
including people working at Iraqi school s, al a jom? ofl 
Sal faYEmnrtafik and at diplomatic nmsom m Ank ara and 
Istanbul. Mr. Sungar refused to give further details. But a govea^ 
incut offidal, speaking on condition of anonymity, saidlraq war. 
asked to reduce its personnel in this country by ooe^hmL 

Israel restores Newsweek credentials 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli authorities have restored foe pnwr 
credentials of Newsweek’s bureau chief in Israel, suspended because 
the weekly magazine primed a pbotognq* 
sorship. Tbe Israeli government press office said WednMdaytiat X 
had restored Theodore Stanger’s accreffitaiion Tuesday aftnr <: 
became dear the picture in the magazine’s Feb. 4 gsoe ca me tronfo c 
Sygma photograph agency. “As soon as we received a lefer of 
apology from sygma for violating military censorship we restore d- 
Stanger’s accreditation," said Yosri Olmert, head of tbe govenneat 
press office. The press office, which withdrew Mr. Ste ngcrV 
credentials on Friday, was studying whether to take steps agamalh 
Sygma, he added. 

Achilla Lauro convicts released 

GENOA, Italy (AP) — Two Palestinians convicted of helpifc^th? 
hijackers of the AdnDe Lauro cruise ship have been retoased^ap: 
prison early and expelled from Italy, their lawyer said. Tbe 
Mo hammad Issa Abbas, a cousin of Palestine Libeiatkm'imwt 
leader Mohammad Abbas, and Yousef Sa’ad, said GenotyNSfgf 
G ianfr anco Pagano. He said both benefited from an 
allowin g a reduction of two years for eligible convicts at 
tinwt. They were released from prison on Christmas eve 
to leave Italy wi thin 15 days, Pagano said. The two < 

Algeria about two weeks later, he said. 

Ethiopian Jewish leader immigrates 

• 

TEL AVIV (R) — Etfaopo’^raest and most venerated Jewish 
~T«rift»r Tuesday saying Ins dreams had come 
true-. The 86-year-okl lease or sp iri t ua l leader/" in a white robe with 
gold trfomung and matr- l ii og - fr t rK/ffl , flew to'&fael with ‘223 other 
Ethiopian immigrants. S miting a toothless smile, Kasse Memsse 
asked: “Am I in IsraeL Axe these all Israelis?” Told yes, he dropped , 
a silver cane and fly whisk and jumped up and down saying: “All my 
dreams have come true.” Ethiopian Jews are moving to Israel ax the 
rate of 1,000 a month after the recent renewal of diplomatic relations. 
Some 24,000 have arrived and 18,000 are waitin g for permission to 
come. 

Bush says war not costlng.him sleep 

WASHINGTON (R) — President George Bush acknowledged 
Tuesday he was not losing any sleep worrying abont the wisdom or 
course of foe Gulf conflict. “I know what I’ve got to do, I’ve got very 
good people helping me do it. I don’t really lose sleep," be said. Mr. 
Bush, speaking at a White House news conference, laughed off 
reports that he was bothered by protesters who have pounded drums 
in front of the White House since before foe Gulf war began. 

Pollsarlo: 2,000 Moroccans desert 

(®f) — Two thousand Moroccan soldiers serving in tbo 
Western Sahara have deserted and surrendered to the Algerian 
army, a spokesman for Polisario guerrillas said in Paris Wednesday. 
There was no immediate independent confirmation of the report. 
The spokesman said the soldiers gave themselves up on Tuesday near 
Mahbes which faces foe Algerian town of Trndouf across the bonier 
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^Palestinian council 
*^Sppeals to Kaifu 


'■ ^xjaadl of Higher Education in 

_t-. ; f* ^.NroMlem appealed to the 
77 Japanese government to recon-' 

7 '_ “*2 -^ der its recent decision of allocal- 

UgJ' *^59 bilHon to the U.S.-led war 
r - in the Golf. 

■ Thc coancfl said that as ednea- 


^." 717 ^ area, and expressed their 
_ - ‘J-’ Concern that this area is c urren t l y 
r '-jitnessfag the erosion and the 
q _ n estrnction of those resources. 

The council added drat since 
^ span did place peaceful develop- 
^ Si neat of its people and econ omy 
^ the centre of its national cod- 
. .* ~ V^isnntha than invol v ing itself in 
.V-^'^^he destructive arms race, the 
y.'/nancil appeals to the govern- 
' -- --^. foeat of Japan to use its consider- 
: ^T’f'iMe economic r e so ur ces to serve 

* he same goals on the taternatfon- 


Agricultural exports drop 


V-AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan’s agri- 
^ -- cultural exports dropped by 
<J2,500 tonnes last month over 
" --’December and 38,250 tonnes 
_ .over January 1990, according to a 
statistical bulletin issued by the 
Agricultural Marketing organisa- 
■ss;,tian (AMO). 

^--s. According to the bulletin, only 
■i-.-^ll,OQO tonnes of products were 
•r-ljoU last month at the total price 
: JD 2355,000, with vegetitoles 

accounting for 89-2 per cent of 
the total exports. 

. ^T> The AMO report said that 


eased Italian (ournalist awarded 

r ~ AMMAN (J.T.) — Over sixty journalists from all over the world 

gathered at the Jerash room of Hotel Jordan Intercontinental to 
: f ?■ - honour their friend and colleague Miss Lucia Ammumziata for 
7*:^ winning “II PrenrioKmo” award for fair coverage of the crisis. “II 

Premiolmp>” award is one of the most distinguished awards for 
journalists in Italy. It is given every year to 12 journalists from 
each section of the media, and to one foreign journalist. The ' 
■ v- - £ - award to Lucia A m mumriato was given for “excellent and fur 

— reporting on the cris is ,’’ and for having been the first Italian 

journalist to enter Kuwait dwrmg the crisis. 

r - - Ts Jaljoull receives ‘Doctors for Peace* 

AMMAN (Petra ) — Munster of Health Adrian JaljonE Wcdrtcg- , 
day received a deleg at ion rcgr g sgnt in g the Doctors against War 
Society and (fisdrined with . than, scopes of cooperation between ■ 
,’jOe Ministry of fiiealto u^jtepdetf in assisting evacuees 
. coming to Jordan from Iraq-sad Knwait.Jaljoult -and the ! 
’ v “ delegation members also t Hacnwul ways to enhance the society's 

V -j3 rote in this field. 

. • . r - J 

■■ f - Vets thank King 

. • ' r - AMMAN (Petra) — The General Committee of the Jordanian 

- z: : - Veterinarians Associa t i o n Wednesday expressed pride in Iris 
Majesty King Hussein’s leadeisMp and support for his stands. In a 
cable the co mmi t te e sent to King Hu s se in Wednesday, the 
committee said members of the association support the King with 
3 all their capabilities in the face of “Zionist plots tar gett ing the 

- - ; ~ Arab Nation.” 

Hospitals staff march Saturday 

w . 

7 ; IRBID (J.T.) — Workers and employees at private and govera- 

meat bospitab in Lrtrid go ve xn o rate w31 org ani s e a march 
‘.ji Saturday in a show of protestagafast the bombardment of 
hospitals and medical facilities in Iraq. The march which will start 
at 12 noon- will proceed from Princess Basina Hospital in Irbid to 
JgSfift Palestine Street. 

...< Demonstration In support of Iraq 

‘ c • AMMAN (J.T.) — The National Association for Ac Education 
of Children, in association with kmdergardens and primary and 
y , . : 'i secondary schools in die Greater Amman area, Friday hold a 
~ de mon s tra tion su ppo r t in g the children of Iraq, as well as 
deno u ncing the mass destruction that Iraq is fa ci ng . The 
— demonstration which will start at 930 ajn. wQl proceed from the 
F^milV Prn fegMQ tml Aiesn daficm Complex and end in front of the United 

Nations office in Shmrbani. 

; ^ Arablyat receives Chinese message 

= AMMAN (Petra) — Speaker of tire Lower House of Pariumeut 

_ u : Abdul Latif Arabiyat received Tuesday a message from the 

’ v ^ c hai r ma n t rf the permanent committee of the Chinese parliament 
. in reply to a message Arabiyat sent on the Gulf crisis. The 

message, which was conveyed by Chinese Ambassador in Amman 
.... zc ?': " / 7Hang Liang, affirmed that along with the mternatioiial 

. ,_~t- •*' \ community, is exerting efforts to find a peaceful solution to the 
. ■ -r7 *- Gulf war. 


r* jeser 






Public holiday Feb. 27 


AMMAN (Petra) — Tuesday, Feb. 27 wffl be a pubfic holiday on 
the occasion of dm Isra’ and Mi’raj anniver sary. Acc ordmgio a 
comuraoiqne by Prime Minister Mudar Badran, all ministries, 
departments and public institutions will be dosed for the 
occasion. 


Iran 


I'! nan that Turkey’s support far 

;t jr. ; United States and its allies 

.r'- 3 ** J in line with U.N. Security 

s ]\\w- indl resolutions on Kuwait. 

“ " Since we are opposed to 

.r- ^ waifs occupation, we have 

* >wed dw United States and its 

’a to use NATO bases in 
^ key to implement UJi. re- 

“ *ons,” Tehran Radio quoted 

. rf - • as saying. 

si ji-* ^ fr. Velayati also met Soviet 

«.:* "*S* ^RwcigttKfinisterAtean- 

Bekmogov, who handed him 

message fro m Soviet Foreign 
-r7^ ; Ister Alexander Bessmert- 

^ ?rfier, Mr. Befonogov disars- 


sed the crisis with Iran’s Deputy 
Foreign Minister Mahmoud 
VaezL Be landed ban’s peace 
initiativ e and said Moscow was 
tryin g hard to pr e vent the spread 
of the three-week-old war, IRNA 
said. 

“The Iraqi people are not at 
fanft in the war and their account 
s hould be separated from Iraqi 
auth o ri ties," Mr. Vaeri said. 

Mr. Rafsanjani Monday 
offered to meet President Sad- 
dam and atar i talks with the 
United States in an effort to halt 
the war. 

Neither Iraq nor the United 
States have responded positively 
to the Iranian proposa l . 

“There’s n othin g to negotiate 
about,” U.S. President George 
Bush told rep ort e r s Tuesday. 


Japan approves $450m 
soft loan to Jordan 


al level too. 

In its letter, the council also 
urged Japan to take the lead in 
pledging its resou r ces to alleviate 
the human and aiviiun m ental 
damage caused by the Gulf war 
and to process of reconstruction 
after the war is over. Japanese 
resource s could be well used to 
save tfrilfions of fives rather than 

contribute to their destruction. 

The council also referred to the 
educational and development dif- 
ficulties that face the Palestinians 
undo- occupation. It cited, as an 
example, the three-year dosurc 
of the universities, and the con- 
tinuous detention of students and 
faculty members, the last of 
which was the detention of Dr. 
Sari Nusseibeh, pr ofes sor of phi- 
losophy at Birzcit U ni v ersity . 

The council appealed to Japan 
and the nations of the world to 
pledge their efforts to peace 
rather than war in the Middle 
East. 


Lebanon bought more than 52 
per cent of the total exports, 
white the markets of the United 
Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Qatar 
and Europe imported the rest 
The bulletin also said that Jor- 
dan last month imported 2321 
tonnes of vegetables and fruit 
from other countries. These im- 
port included onions, garlic, and 
apples among other firings, ft said 
that in January 1990, the King- 
dom imported only 3,116 tonnes 
of fruits and vegetable mostly 
apples, manges and onions. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Japan has 
informed the Jordanian govern- 
ment of its decision to offer the 
Kingdom a soft loan amounting 
to $450 mflUon to help it over- 
come the present economic diffi- 
culties restating from the Gulf 
war. 

Japan’s Ambassador to Jordan 
Tadayuki Nonoyama informed 
Minister of Planning Khaled 
Amin Ab dullah of the decision at 
a meeting held in Amman 
Wed n esday, one day after the 
Ja pan e se government in Tokyo 
announced its final decision an 

the a mn nu l of the <rere 

Japan last au t umn offered Jor- 
dan $250 nriDion soft loan also as 
part of hs a ssistance to the coun- 
try in view of the economic diffi- 
culties. 

The total amount of the $700 
million loan will have a one per 
cent annual interest and can be 
rep ai d over a period of 30 years 
with a 10-year grace period, 
acco r ding to Mmistty of Planning 

sources. 

Minister Abdullah fast month 
paid a week-long visit to Tokyo to 
dis cuss Japan's economic and 


financial re k un iy tO the King- 
dom. 

During his visit, AbdnZfah bad 
meetings with officials from the 
Japanese Exim (export-import) 
Bank, the Japanese Internationa! 
Cooperation Agency (JICA) and 
the Japanese Fond for Overseas 
Economic Cooper a tion as wen as 
government minis t e rs whom he 
briefed on the current situation in 
the Kingdom, the impact of the 
GnJf crisis on Jordan and discus- 
sed econo mi c cooperation be- 
tween the two countries. 

According to a statement from 
the Ministry of Planning, the 
Jordanian government has 
embarked on p roced ur es with the 
Japanese government and other 
Japancsc-knding institutions to 
firming the terms of the 
agreement' prior to the distat- 
b ursemeo t of the loans. 

The E u rop ea n Community for 
its part had earfier announced an 
allocation of $200 million as a 
financial assistance to Jordan to 
help it confront die current situa- 
tion and overcome the present 
econo mi c difficulties. 


Israel prepares to enter 
war — Abed Rabbo 



AMMAN (J.T.) — The director 
of the information department at 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) said here 
Wednesday that he had sufficient 
mfonnation that the Israelis are 
p repa rin g to lake- active part in 
the Gulf war on the ride of the 
Western coafitkm and that the 
U.S.-led forces wOl soon launch a 
ground attack on Iraqi troops in 
Kuwait 

Adresring a press con fe rence In 
Amman, Yasser Abed Rabbo, 
who is also . member of the 
PLO’s exec u t i ve committee said 
that the alfied forces are about to 
open the second front on Iraq to 
impose their will on the Iraqi 
people and the Arab Nation. 

Such attack is an aggressio n not 
only on Iraq but on the Palesti- 
remre as well, the PLO nffiriil 
said. 

Referring to his meeting with 
IBs Majesty icing Hussein Tues- 
day evening. Abed Rabbo said 
that the two-hour iwytng was 
dedicated to disenssmg 'tbe looin- 
Israeli daqger oa / tbe ' one 
imp end Israel's continued mhu- 
' jnmpofioes designed to' evict the 
Pilesthmms from their homeland 
on the other. Abed Rabbo deli- 
vered a message to King Hnssein 
from PLO leader Yasser Arafat. 

Referring to the situation iuttie 
co un tri e s alfied against Iraq fix 
fid that L7 nriOkm Palestinians 
are being s u bj ec te d to inhuman 
treatment the blanket cur- 
few which started since the begin- 
ning of toe Gulf war cm Jan. 17. 

The Israeli govern m ent is also 
facilitating the de pa rt ur e of 
Palestinians from their homeland 


and ban ta g those ouside from 
re t ur n in g home in a drive to 
evacuate the Arab terri t o ri es. 
Abed Rabbo added. 

Abed Rabbo revealed that 400 
Palestinian citizens living in 
Kuwait fell dead or injured by the 
constant allied air raids on 
Kuwait where 200,000 Palesti- 
nians five at the moment. 

Abed Rabbo appealed to the 
Arab countries that deployed 
troops alongside the Western 
coalition in Saudi Arabia to pull 
out from the conflict, and help 
bring about a ceasefire to pave 
the way for a peaceful settlement. 

In a separate statement. Dr. 
Saadi Dabbour, spokesman for 
the popular committee for sup- 
porting Iraq in the face of foreign 
aggression appealed to Algeria 
and Libya to stop ml and gas 
shipments to Western countries. 
We ask all Arab and Islamic 
countries to express their conde- 
mnation of the U.S.-led aggres- 
jaoo on Iraq by boycotting all the 
‘ affieef countries a g ainst Iraq for 
theyiatem fob des tr oy in g an Arab 
/co untry ' and its people, Uabbonr 
said in a statement Wedn e sday. 

For the past 20 days, the allied 
forces have been maintaining 
their aggression on Iraq and com- 
mitting crimes agains t the inno- 
cent dvflians and the economic 
and social centres of Iraq. 
Dabbour urged the world com- 
munity to help stop this aggres- 
sion on Iraq and demanded that 
Arab and Islamic countries con- 
demn the U JI. Security Council 
resolution which opened the way 
for the aggression. 


Jordanian company 
to sue U.S. government 


By Normeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A prominent Jorda- 
nian ptarnnacestkal company in- 
tends to take the U.S. govern- 
ment to court over naval inter- 
ruption of a shipment of special 
equipment to niaiiiifinilufc che- 
micals for raw madkxoe winch 
was imported by the c ompan y for 

its own use in Jordan. 

Sanrih Darwazah, the director 
of Al Hjkma Pharmaceuticals in 
Jordan, told the Jordan Times 
that he was info r m e d by the 
American authorities that their 
shrptnetaof equipment and spare 
parts for a factory of medScmal 
chemicals was "barred from en- 
tering the Aqaba ports” by naval 
forces patrolling the waters in the 
area. 

Darwazah added that his com- 
pany received reports of a news 
Item on American television 
which »k«t the U.S. h** 

“ sto pped a shipment of ch emicals 
destined for a Jordanian company 


because it was heading to chemic- 
al weapons factories in Iraq,” in 
an a ppare n t reference to the 
same case. 

“We wifi take toe American 
government to court and we will 
follow this case because it is inter- 
rupting our work under false pro- 
tences,” Darwazah said. 

“We are not a country arwar 
and our work in our factories is 
none of their business,” he 
added. 

The captain of the ship that was 
carrying the shipment, accor din g 
to Darwazah, “will testify in 
court that an American officer is 
toe person responsible for halting 
the sh i pment.’’ 

Al Hikma is a private share- 
holding pharmaceutical c o m pa ny 
based in Jordan and it is recog- 
nised as one of the largest manu- 
factures of medicine in Jordan. 

The shipment contained what 
Darwazah described as “equip- 
ment, tools and spare parts far 
chemical products for raw medi- 
rince." 


230 violate restriction; 
road accident decrease 


AMMAN (J.T.) — At least 230 
private cars have been impound- 
ed by tiie police in die first two 
days of applying government 
cutlers allowing motorists to use 
their cars cm alternate days , Pub - 
fic Security Department (PSD) 
sources said Wcdnesdady. 

Owners of the im po un ded cars 

are forced by law to pay a fine 
reaching up to JD 50 for each car 
which could be impounded for a 
whole week. 

By the end of Tuesday only 81 
private can were impounded as 

the po&e were tightening control 
over the roads to see to it that the 

g o v er nm ent order is being re- 
spected. 


AH private cars with white and 
yellow licence {dates and those 
with foreign plates are subjected 
to the gove rnm ent order, taken 
to help cut fuel consumption by at 
least 35 per cent 
Brigadier Ahmad Dmour, 
of the PSD’s Traffic De- 
partment told the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra that toe govern- 
ment order helped to cot in half 
the total number of normal road 
accidents in the country. 

Dmour said that 32 road acci- 
dents were reported cm the first 
day of applying the order, down 
fro m an average of 55 on other 
normal days. 



Her Majesty Queen Noor Wednes da y plants an dive tree in Al 
Azraq area 

Queen, princesses and 
evacuees plant trees 


AZRAQ (Petra) — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor, Their Royal High- 
ness Princesses Zman and Raya, 
scores of evacuees staying at the 
Jordan National Red Crescent 
Society (JNRCS) camps in Al 
Azraq area as well as volunteers 
Wednesday planted ofive trees in 
toe area as a symbol of peace. 

Zarqa Mayor Mohammad AJ 
Sbobald, deputies Salameh Al 
G huw etri and 25ad Abu Mahfouz 
and Mmistty of Interior Secretary 
General Salam eh Hammad, who 
is also chairman of the ministry’s 
Evacuee Welfare Committee, 
participated in planting trees in 
the area. 

‘ JNRCS Deputy Director 
Mohammad Mhleq Al Hadid said 
the aim of planting trees in toe 
region was to show that Jordan 
had hosted evacuees and refugees 


coming form Iraq and Kuwait, 
and helped in rep atria ti ng th em 
to their countries. 

Mr. Hadid expressed hope that 
pe ac e prevails in the region and 
that war ends, pointing out that 
JNRCS is planning to bold an 
international peace gatheri ng. 
Everyone and every organisation 
which helped the society in ex- 
tending aid to evaarees will take 
part in the gathering, he said. 

The evacuee camps in the area 
will not be removed after tire 
crisis is over, Hadid said. He 
added that since these camps 
have an integrated infrastructure, 
the JNRCS volunteers and others 
will be using them in the future. 

He said the JNRCS sent a team 
comprising 14 volunteers to Iraq 
to evacuate Jordanians injured in 
the war there. 


Deputies want 
more arms for 
People’s Army 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Members of 
the Lower House of Parliament 
Wednesday demanded that toe 
gov ernm ent supply arms to ail 
m em bers and recruits of the Peo- 
ple’s Army living at the frontline 
with Israel. 

Speaking at a par li am ent ses- 
sion, attended by Prime Minister 
Mudar Badran and cabinet mem- 
bers, the deputies stressed the 
need for bolstering the frontline 
positions and boosting the cotta- 
try’s military stand in the face’ of 
the looming dangers threatening 
Jordan, particularly in the wake 
of the Am eri ca n -led aggression 
on Jordanian civilians and civilian 
tracks on Iraq-Jordan highway in 
tiie past week. 

According to government offi- 
cials the Kingdom has recruited 
and trained about 320,000 men 
and women volunteers since toe 
outbreak of the Gulf crisis last 
August 

The volunteers aged between 
16 and 55 indude doctors, en- 
gineers, lawyers, labourers and 
industrialists. 

The People’s Army was found- 
ed in 1985 as a national defence 
force to bask up the regular 
army. Its members are training 
on the use of light and medium 
arms, toe digging of trendies, toe 
fortifying of positions and the 
guarding of government installa- 
tion and bufldings. 

The House session Wednesday 
dedicated some time to discussing 
the government’s recent mea- 
sures pertaining to emergency 
regulations and rationing of ofl 


imports. 

Some of the deputies referred 
to the government decision to 
allow cars to run on alternate 
days and said that the govern- 
ment could resort to other means 
in this regard. Others said that 
tire government should introduce 
an amendment to the order giving 
exceptions to motorists to use 
cars in ctaaopfcmy or emeigen- 
cy situations-.; . . 

■Earfier in the session, die de- 
puties examined queries raised by 
a number of parliament mem- 
bers, and the gover n ment’s re- 
plies to them. These included a 
reply from the mtaister of agricul- 
ture about appointments of per- 
sonnel at his ministry, a reply 
from toe minister of culture and 
youth about inviting the poet 
Adonis to Jordan, a reply from 
the health minister about lack of 
sufficient medical specialisations 
in Tafileh and toe southern re- 
gions of Jordan. 

Other replies came from a 
number of ministers about the 
development of tourist areas, and 
about Jordanians who left the 
country before the war on Iraq 
started. 

The House debated and 
approved the economic crimes 
law. 

At the end of tiie session 
House Speaker Abdul Latif Ara- 
biyat announced that the next 
session will be held on Sunday 
afternoon for farther replies by 
the govern m ent ministers about 
questions submitted by toe de- 
puties. 


APPEL DE MEDECINS DU 
MONDE 

Medecins Du Monde. Nous Nous Consacrons. 
Chacun Dans Notre Pays, A La Lutte Contra La 
Douleur, La Maladie Et La Mort. 

Par Temps De Guerre. Cette Lutte Est Un Devoir 
Imperieux Et Universe!. 

Chacun D’entre Nous Se Sent Responsable De 
L'universaiite Du DroitDeToutlndividuAEtreSecouru. 
Nous Nous Portons Volontalres Pour Exercer Ce 
Devoir Et Ce Droit D'assistance Humanltaire Medicale 
A Tout Etre Humain En Danger. 

AujourcThui, Ce Devoir Nous Appelle A Intervenir 
Aupres Des Populations Refug lees En Jordanie, En 
Iran, En Turquie, En Syrie; Aupres Des Populations 
Civlles Menacees En Israel, Dans les Territoires 
O coupes Et Au Liban. 

Ce Meme Devoir Nous Commands D' intervenir Aussi 
Aupres Des Victimes Civiles Des Combats En Irak, Au 
Koweit Et En Arabia Saoudite. 

Nous Demandons Que Toutes Les Frontieres 
S'ouvrent A Nos Convois De Soignants Et De 
Medicaments. 

Nous Demandons Que Les Hopitaux Civlls Soient 
Llbres D'acces Pour Ceux Quf N'ont D'autre Souci Que 
Le Geste Medical Qui Porte Secours. 

Nous Demandons Que La Securite De Nos Equipes 
Soit Garantie Par Les Belligerents. 


Drivers volunteer 
to ferry Iraqi oil 


By FJifl Nasraflah 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Encouraged by in- 
centives offered by the govern- 
ment and prompted by the need 
to offer service to die nation 
under the present circumstances, 
several drivers employed by the 
Ministry of Transport and Tele- 
communications have offered to 
drive oil tanker trucks bringing in 
erode ofl from Iraq to Jordan. 

Minister of Transport and 
Telecommunications Jamal 
Saraireh who made the 
announcement Wednesday said 
the drivers have been referred to 
tiie Jordanian trade companies 
undertaking the of bringing 
in the erode ofl. 

He said that a number of driv- 
ers from Greater Amman Muni- 
cipality and the Public Transport 
Corporation have also applied to 

gn to Iraq for on similar i m yri on n. 

The mini ster paid tribute to these 
drivers who, he said, have dis- 
played their tine national affilia- 
tion and readiness to help their 
count r y in times of need. 

According to Saraireh the 
Ministry of Transport welcomes 
other drivers wishing to go to Iraq 
on oiwiar mm inr in and said in- 
terested driv e r s can call on tele- 
phone 641461 for farther in- 
formation. 

Earlier press reports said that 
four drivers from the Housing 
Bank have offe r ed to drive toe ofl 
tanker trucks from Iraq to Jor- 
dan. Trucking companies are re- 
ported to be operating 300 tanker 
trades to carry tiie Iraqi crude to 
Jordan. 

Prime Minister Mudar Bataan 
said in a statement earlier this 
week that the government has 
insured all the trades commoting 
between Iraq and Jordan and was 
offering incentives to those driv- 
ers wishing to go to Baghdad to 
drive toe tankers with the crude 
to Jordan. 

In his statement to tiie heads of 
the municipal and village councils 
Tuesday, the prime minister 
pledged that the Kingdom will 
continue its imports of crude ofl 
from Iraq until and when the 
U.N. Security Council finds, a 


substitute source of crude oil for 
toe country which has been total- 
ly relying on Iraq for ofl since 
Saadi Arabia last September cut 
off its oil supplies to Jordan. 

At least seven drivers were 
killed, 11 others were injured and 
31 tracks were destroyed in allied 
air raids on dvflians along toe 
international highway linking 
Amman with Baghdad inside Ira- 
qi territories over the past two 
weeks. The government, accord- 
ing to Badran, was paying JD 

10.000 in compensation to each of 
the bereaved families and was 
taking measures to ensure con- 
tinued supplies of Iraqi crude to 
Jordan. 

In his address to the heads of 
local councils and in a previous 
statement, the prime minis ter did 
not give details about the incen- 
tives dedded by the government 
to the driven. He, however, 
noted that His Majesty King Hns- 
sein has offered to cover the 
expenses of edncattng the chil- 
dren of the killed truck drivers 
from tiie primary to the university 
levels. 

Over the past two days, a 
Jordanian delegation has been 
negotiating the purchase of oil 
supplies from Syria, and its mem- 
.bers Tuesday held talks with the 
concerned Syrian government 
officials to finalise an agreement 

Furthermore, toe ocunril of 
ministers Tuesday evening de- 
dded to bay an oil tanker with 

100.000 tonne capacity to be sta- 
tioned permanently at Aqaba 
port to ensure sufficient crude oil 
for the Kingdom. 

The oil tanker is expected to 
cost $7.5 million. Ministry of 
Energy officials said. The King- 
dom’s estimated monthly needs 
of ofl supplies at 60,000 barrels, 
but in view of the application of 
fad-saving measures in govern- 
ment offices, and by allowing 
private cars to ran only on 
alternative days the Kingdom 
according to ministry sources was 
expected to cot the monthly ofl 
consumption by 35 per cent 


U.S. jet fighter’s wing to 
be auctioned today 


AMMAN (J.T.) — An aircraft 
wing “ f ro m a U.S. jet fighter” 
will be auctioned today (Thurs- 
day) fa the Wihdat refugee camp. . 

According to an advertisement 
published in the focal press, the 
wing belongs to an American jet- 
fighter that was downed by Iraqi 
air defences. 

‘Tfre aircraft was shot down on 
toe main road between Baghdad 
and Jordan,” according to 
Mahmoud Abu Hassan, an admi- 
nistrator at Al Wflxfet Social and 
Sports Qnb that placed the 
advertisement. 

According to Abu Hassan, tiie 
piece was presented to the dub 
by the Iraq m inistr y of social 
development in ap preciation of 
tire dub’s sending of 100 pack- 
ages of food to Iraqi children. He 
said he believed tire aircraft was 
an F16, phantom jetfighter. 

Accor din g to the advertise- 


ment, proceedings from toe auc- 
tion would be used for the purch- 
ase of milk for Iraqi children. 

Abu Hassan expected a large 
turnout for the auction. “Many 
traders and merchants told us 
they wifi show op for the auc- 
tion,” he said. “One merchant in 
downtown Amman said he will 
open toe bidding with JD 1,000.” 

The Wihdat Qnb, however, 
said in its advertisement that 
ambassadors of the 28 nations 
allied against Iraq arc excluded 
from participating in the bidding. ■ 
“They (the ambassadors) are wel- 
come to watch, but no foreigners 
are allowed to take part in toe 
auction,” Abu Hassan tokf the 
Jordan Times. 

The auction takes place at Al 
Wihdat Chib's main hall, that “has 
a capacity for 3,000 people,” at 6 
p.m. Thursday. 


APPEAL FROM MEDECINS 
DU MONDE 

OR: DOCTORS OF THE WORLD 

We, Of Medecins Du Monde, Dedicate Ourselves, 
Each In His Own Country. To Struggle Against 
Pain, Sickness And Death. 

In Times Of War, This-Struggle Is An Urgent And 
All-Embracing Universal Duty. 

Each One Of Us Feels Responsible For The 
Universal Right Of Every individual To Receive 
Assistance. We Are Volunteers Dedicated To 
Fulfilling This Humanitarian And Medical 
Assistance Obligation For All Individuals In 
Danger. 

Today, This Duty Calls On UsTo Intervene For The 
Refugees In Jordan, Iran, Turkey, Syria, For The 
Civilians Threatened In Israel, For The Occupied 
Territories & For Lebanon. 

We Ask That All Borders Be Opened For Our 
Convoys Of Medical Assistance & Medicines. 

We Ask That All Civilian Hospitals Be Opened For 
Those Whose Main Concern Is To Provide 
Medical Assistance. 

We Ask That The Safety Of Our Teams Be 
Guaranteed By The Forces At War. 


MDU: CONTACT 

AMMAN: ML JEAN-LUCJACOUEMET-BALTZER 
TEL: 817500, FAX: 82704 
FAUS: DR. JACQUES LERAS 
TO: 33.LO J7.W.70 
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Peace’s the answer 


HIS MAJESTY Kmg Hussein’s speech to the nation 
yesterday has to be seen as a reaffirmation of Jordan’s 
long-held position on the war in the Golf and the ersis that 
led to it. Bat, beyond that, it has to be studied and analysed 
as yet another attempt by this country to bring some sense 
and reason into the thinking of those who do not see beyond 
the range of as M16 rifle or a Missouri camion. 

People are entitled to hold or express any opinion they Eke 
on the causes of troubles in this part of the world. Those who 
do not know enough, however, may want to listen to men 
who have spent a lifetime living and handling Middle 
Eastern problems. King Hussein is one of those men. The 
fact that he has come ont to speak his mind, and represent 
the conscience of his people, in no uncertain terms, means 
that there is a message that has to be received. This message 
is about fairness and justice, bat above aO it is about peace. 

Doubtless there are people in this world who do not want 
to know, or choose to turn a blind eye to the complexity of 
the situation in the area, in order to obscure the troth and 
serve their own narrow self- in te r est s . This is another 
category of people who might want to take a pause from war- 
mongering and waging and read into the King’s speech what 
ooght to be dearly beard and understood. They win be 
doing themselves and their people a favour, for many lives 
that are at stake now can be saved, and property that is 
otherwise endangered can be protected and pot to good ose 
by humanity as a whole. 

It is indeed tragic that George Bosh and his coalition 
partners have decided to unleash a military power that was 
once prepared to participate in a Third World war to 
destroy an Arab, Muslim c o u n tr y that desired and strived to 
bring about lasting and just peace to tbe whole area, and not 
just in Kuwait. It is equally tragic that every attempt has 
been made not only to muzzle voices of reason bat also to 
punish the people who hold them. Such, it seems, win be the 
new world order which Bosh mid' allies are seeking: More 
hegemony and Western domination, less freedom and 
sovereignty for peoples of fre^wiO, all under the name of 
international law and legitimacy. 

His Majesty the King, surely knows that reasonable and 
realistic words and stands are not easily understood or 
rewarded in this atmosphere of war and de s truction that we 
are living. But be can rest assured that his people, a& honest 
.Arabs and genuine peace lovers throughout the world, are 
solidly behind him. His, and Jordan’s principled position 
cannot be compromised. Peace with justice is the answer. 
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ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


History repeats itself in Iraq; and the oagoing devastation of cultural 
centres, irrigation and electricity networks reminds tbe Arabs of tbe 
Tartars whose leader Holako, devastated B aghdad, said A1 Ral 
Arabic daily Wednesday. The paper said that the barbaric aggression 
on Iraq is only paralleled by the Tartars' acts of aggression on tbe 
Arab Nation in the dark ages. The aggression is an embodiment of 
American deep hatred towards tbe Arab people and is a war of 
genocide being waged on the Iraqis, said the Arabic daily. Those 
involved in the war against the Iraqi people have no culture like the 
Tartars, and are charged with hatred and malice against the Arabs, 
there are pirates and assassins bent on killing others and pillag ing 
their property, the paper added. It is a real tragedy to see the 
Zionist-NATO-American aggression continuing while the world 
watches without raising its voice in anger; and it is a most shameful 
thing for the human civilisation to see a retreat to the dark ages, tbe 
paper continued. The future generations, the paper said, will so 
doubt realise that history repeated itself with the barbaric aggression 
committed by warmongers and assassins of the 20th century. 

A columnist in A! Ra'i Arabic daily Wednesday raises questions 
about tbe application of the recent government measures of allowing 
private cars to run only on alternate days. NazBi says it is not that 
people want to use up more oil, because this is the last thing they 
want to do; but ample preparations for the new measures should have 
been made before their application. The writer notes that there are 
people whose jobs require them to use their cars at different times of 
the day and night like doctors whose services extend through the 
night and day, and those working in shifts or living in remote areas of 
Jordan. These and others have not been taken into consideration by 
the decision-makers who seem to have taken the decision for tbe 
application of these measures in haste, says the writer. Tbe majority 
of people in Jordan support the government's endeavours to save *s 
much oil products as possible under the present difficult circumst- 
ances, says Nazih, but he notes that exemptions must have been 
made for certain groups of citizens who carry out types of work 
requiring such exemptions. The application of the new measures in 
their present form can only create problems and difficulties to quite a 
lot of people, and, the writer says: an amendment to the regulations 
ought to be introduced to ease matters for these groups. The writer 
expresses hope that the emergency regulations will be for a limited 
duration, and urges members of the public to remain committed to 
the idea of saving fuel by word and deed. 
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Kuwaiti united front cracking as opposition and 9 ove ^^ e IlL5^^ 

^ _ Thu in for ma tion muster re- 4 restricted the prear ami 


By John Pomfrrt 

Tbe Associated Press 
MANAMA, Bahrain — As 
U.S.-led allied forces battle to 
free Kuwait, Kuwait's ruling 
family and pro-democracy lead- 
ers are bickering over the pace of 
political change in the a 0-rich 
nation, opposition leaders. say. 

The dissension threatens the 
future of a shaky united front 
between tbe rating family and 
the o pp o siti on, the activists say. 

If tbe front collapses, Kuwait's 
recon str uction could be ham- 
pered and the country conld 
again face serious political prob- 
lems — Including a heated strug- 
gle for power sharing with tbe Al 
Sabah family, rulers of Kuwait 
since 1759. 

That, in turn, could cause 
trouble in the strategic region. 
Saudi Arabia and other govern- 
ments on the Arabian Peninsula 
are ruled by families, sensitive to 
political change. 

Opposition members accuse 
Kuwait’s gov e rnment-in-exile of 
reneging on a promise to respect 
die 1962 constitution, which 
states that Kuwait is a democra- 


cy, and restore the parliament, 
which the government dissolved 
in 1986. 

“They are going back on this 
pledge," said Ahmed AJ Khatib, 
a former member of the national 
assembly and a leader of the 
pro-d e mo cra cy coalition. 

“Now that it seems tbe war 
will be won, they think they 
don’t need ns anymore." he said 
in a' telephone interview from 
London. 

“Tbe people inside Kuwait are 
speaking a different language 
now," said Ahmed Al Rabi, 
another former assemblyman 
and opposition leader, who lives 
in Dubai. “They are looking for 
new blood, new leaders.” 

Kuwait's minister of informa- 
tion Bader Al Yacoub denied 
there were problems. 

“Romois or statements that 
there is dissension between the 
government and the opposition 
has no basis in fact," Al Yacoub 
said. "During this period there 
should be no other voice other 
than the united Kuwaiti voice 
crying for liberation and 
freedom." 


Ahmed Al Saadouo, bead of 
the opposition and former 
speaker of the national assem- 
bly, disagreed. 

“We have serious problems," 
be said. 

Friction also surrounds con- 
trol of the Kuwait Investment 
Office, the secretive London- 
based fund management body 
which handles a large chunk of 
the emirate’s $100 billion in fore- 
ign assets. 

In December, 16 executives 
quit in an apparent protest of Al 
Sabah control 

Pro-democracy activists say 
they are planning to meet soon 
to discuss their options. They 
said they would continue talks 
with the government. 

Al Yacoub said a meeting of 
tbe opposition would violate the 
spirit of the united front, ham- 
mered out in October at a con- 
ference of 750 leading Kuwaiti 
officials and opposition mem- 
bers in Jiddah, Saudi Arabia. 

At tbe conference, opposition 
leaders said they had received 
verbal assu ran ces from tbe rul- 
ing family of a “new Kuwait," 


democratic and free. 

In exchange, they vowed to 
work for Kuwait’s li- 
beration under the leadership of 
tbe emir. Sheik Jaber Al Ahmed 
Al Sabah. 

But Al Khatib and Al Rabi 
said the ruEng family is unwilling 
to stick oo its promise. 

“There is no change in die 
ideas of the rating family," Al 
Rabi said. “After all that is hap- 
pened in Kuwait, they still t hink 
the same way." 

Al Khatib said the govem- 
ment-in-exQe has fbnned a spe- 
cial “security committee.” in- 
cluding tbe prime minister and 
ministers of defence and in- 
terior, to set up a martial law 
government that win preside 
over Kuwait’s reconstruction. 

That, he said, is a violation of 
article 181 of Kuwait’s constitu- 
tion, which mandates that parlia- 
ment continues to sit during 
martial law. 

Al Khatib said the govern- 
ment has also refused the 
opposition’s demand for elec- 
tions within six months of re- 
turning to Kuwait. 


The i nfor m a tion nrimsta^re- 

fosed to comment on tbe allega- 
tions- r 

In tbe Hamad t own ref ugee 
camp in Bahrain, Kuwatew® 
they were aware of the sjmt. 

“We really support both sides 
Al Sabah and the democrats, 
said Abdulaziz Khada, a 
teacher. “They nrast come to an 
agreement. Otherwise aB of os 
win suffer.” 

At die London office of Free 
Kuwait, one official, AH Abdal- 
lah, said he was troubled by the 
squabble. _ . . 

“We all must get oar priorities 
right,” he said. "First is to 
liberate the country. Then, we 
can go out and shoot in the 
streets." He was leavin g this 
week to join a British armoured 
re gi me nt in Saudi Arabia. 

Kuwait was traditionally the 
freest nation in the Arab World, 
boasting the only freewheefing 
press and a parliament. 

Still, of the estimated 750.000 
Kuwaitis, only 62,000 males 
were eligible to vote. 

In 1986, during the Iran-Ireq 

war, tbe gov e rnment banned the 
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tbe g overnm ent witn 
of corruption- „ 

In Jane, two mo nths 
the Iraq* invasi on,- cl 
were held for a “trami— 

pro-democracy *cCL*fttg| 
boycotted tbe vote and* 
ded a return of the 1985 
men*- 

When Iraq invade d, _ ^ 

gyUam Hussein appealed^ 
opposition leaders that n ow Wto T 
their chance to run Ka*ad.i 

None came forward. ■: 

Al Rabi said the U-S. gerre ra- 
ment was not helping to p«uh to ; 
f^ att ge in a liberated Kowut ] 
“They arc dealing wit h ns n 1 ; 
oil producers, not 
brings with rights, dreamt iw 

expectations," he said. 

U.S. Secretary of State fa _ ^ 

Baker has said now is not th©i 
tii ne to insist on reforms 
Kuwait. 


Saddam’s Republican Guard 
is tough nut to crack 


By Giles Elgood 
Reuter 

LONDON — Iraq's elite Re- 
publican Guard is likely to 
remain n formidable force de- 
spire saturation bombing and 
allied military commanders 
know it will still be the force to 
beat if a land battle decides the 
Gulf war. 

Allied spokesman are un- 
willing to provide details of 
just what damage has been 
done to the .guard after con- 
tinued raids by huge American 
B-52 heavy bombers laying 
down their “rolling thunder” 
carpet of high explosive. 

But military sources have 
made it clear that they expect a 
large part of the guard to 


emerge from its bunkers if or 
when the allies decide it is time 
to stop weeks of air raids and 
starr fighting on the ground. 

A significant part of any 
allied ground forces' push 
might be to the west-of Kuwait, 
outflanking defences along the 
Emirate's southern border 
known as the “Saddam line. - 

Such a manoeuvre would 
bring the allies' armoured but- 
tle groups into direct contact 
with the Republican Guard, 
which is being held in strategic 
reserve on the Kuwait-Iraq 
border. 

Front line troops dug in 
along the defences and second 
echelon units hehind them are 
seen by allied strategists as 
“screening forces - whose role 


is to delay a direct allied offen- 
sive to allow the guard to 
counter-attack. 

“It is Therefore logical to roll 
it up from the back forwards. - 
said an intelligence source. 

The Republican Guard is the 
best-trained and best-equipped 
unit of Iraq's million-strong 
army. It has about l(HUKK) 
men. equivalent to the strength 
of seven divisions, in the 
Kuwaiti theatre of operations. 

It is better paid, better fed 
and allowed more leave than 
soldiers from the regular army. 
Recruits are college-educated 
volunteers. They are generally 
Sunni Muslims, while the Shia 
predominate in the rest of the 
army. 

The cuard's eight divisions 


are equipped with modern 
Soviet-made T-22 tanks, up-to- 
date armoured personnel car- 
riers and some of the best 
artillery available to the Iraqi 
forces. 

Military sources say its units 
have spent the six months since 
the invasion of Kuwait digging 
themselves and their vehicles 
into the desert in such a way as 
ro avoid punishment from the 
repeated bombing raids. 

“Hisory shows how remark- 
ably well dug-in troops can 
survive the most tremendous 
air bombardment. - a senior 
military sources said. 

He added that the ground 
assault started the allies could 
expect to meet. some “pretty 
serious - fighting. 


Mayor Dinkins, did you hear 
of the Palestinians? 


By Izzat Dsjanl 

David N. Dinkins was elected 
mayor of New York dty in Nov. 
1989. The controversy and ligh- 
tened interest surrounding his 
election was because to be 
elected in foe city. IBs predeces- 
sor, Edward I. Koch, served as 
mayor for almost 12 years. Mr. 
p Koch’s ties to tbe Jewish com- 
munity were unquestionable as 
be was constantly supported and 
his campaigns financed by this 
influential grouping in tbe dty of 
New York. To secure his elec- 
tion, Mr. Dinkins bad to woo foe 
support and endorsement of his 
campaign by the varied interest 
groups, among which the Jewish 
ones stood in. foe lead. His first 
move was to disassociate himself 
from black civil rights campaig- 
ner Rev. Jesse Jackson who was 
not popular among Jewish voters 
because of sympathetic state- 
ments about the Palestinians. 

“I alone will be mayor, not 
Jesse Jackson. He is not going to 
tefl me how to run New York 
dty, he wouncTt try and if he did 
try, I would reject the notion," 
Mr. Dinkins said. 

Mr. Dinkins’ next step was to 
secure the cndoiNcmcntsiof Mayor 
Koch and Governor Mario M. 
Cuomo. They were all Demo- 
crats and aO shared tbe conten- 
tion of keeping Republicans out. 
But there was the daunting 
f fact that fewer than three in ted 
Jews who turned out for tbe 
primary elections voted for Mr. 
Dinkins. So it was succinct that 
more Jewish support was needed 
and hence more co m pr o mises, 
per se, should go underway. Mr. 
Dinkins eventually “sold” his 
principles, aad probably himself, 
to foe Jewish interest groups. He 
regularly visited influential rab- 
bis, wore foe Jewish head cap, 
and concentrated much of bis 
campaign around Jewish temples 
and quarters. 

Mr. Din kins eventually be- 
came mayor, and our naivete led 
us to believe be would restore 
some of his lost principles. We 
thought be would campaign for 
human rights and justice. He 
was already mayor and his good 
work, dedication, and public 
attitude should support his re- 
election, if be so wished. At least 
these were our assumptions and 
estimations of a man who came 
from the persecuted black 



minority in foe USA. 

“Israel is showing tremendous 
restraint while it has the legi ta- 
in dear defiance to all U.N. 
resolutions including U.S. en- 
dorsed ones. 

A report by Save the Children 
Organisation points out that 
“Israeli soldiers, following an 
unwritten army policy, used 
weapons against Palestinian chil- 
dren in a manner that was unjus- 
tified, unreasonable, excessive 
and unlawful. An estimated' 
60,000 Palestinian children 
under tbe age of 16 have re- 
quired medical attention for in- 
juries. Nearly 200 children were 
killed by gunfire, beating or tear 
gas." Where were you then Mr. 
D inkin s, and why did you keen 
silent? 

Let me remind you how you 
were described by your Republi- 
can opponent during foe election 
campaign: “Elect David Dink- 
ins, he’s just part of the prob- 
lem.” This is proving to be asto- 
nishingly true. You betrayed 
yourself, your community and 


above all your principles, or 
whatever was left of them, 
mate right to answer bade and 
retaliate. This has to be greatly 
appreciated and admired,” was 
Mayor Dinkins’ statement dur- 
ing his current visit to Israel in 
response to the Iraqi Scud mis- 
siles that hit the country. The 
stupendous fact in tins statement 
was Mayor Dinkins' abhorrent 
attitude in recognising some dis- 
tress that few Israelis suffered, 
while totally ignoring the loud 
facts of grave and unjust prac- 
tices by. foe same Israelis to- 
wards Palestinians in the occu- 
pied territories! _ 

To Mr. Dinkins, way say. while 
you were by die Wad- 

ing Wall showing compassion to 
Jews, yon should have looked 
over your shoulder to foe Al 
Aqsa Mosque where a massacre 
was recently carried out by the 
Israeli police against unarmed 
Palestinian civilians. You should 
have shown your discontent with 
foe inhumane Israeli practices of 
enforcing a curfew in the occu- 


pied territories since the Gulf 
war started on Jan. 17. You did 
not mention the tremendous suf- 
fering endured by foe 1.7 million 

Pa lestini a n s in' the West Bank 
and Gaza doe to lack of water, 
food and medicines. You failed 
to mention the bone-breaking 
intimidation, blowing op jailed 
Arabs’ houses to punish their 
women and children, lengthy 
prison sentences because of frail 
claims and accusations and 
police-state tactics which were 
condemned everywhere else in 
the world, except Israel of 
course. 

Why did yon ignore your own 
.government's declaration: “the 
U.S. views of East Jerusalem as 
an occupied territory.” Your 
very President George Bush 
opposed all settlements in the 
West Bank and East Jerusalem. 
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and embrace Mir. T. KoUelc, foe 
Israeli mayor of Jerusalem who 
was responsible for hooshnr over 

110,000 to EasTSS 


Allied military officers in 
Saudi Arabia have said only 10 
per cent of the Iraqi army's 
equipment has been destroyed 
by bombing raids and rhere is 
no sign of the . Republican 
Guard cracking. 

“The Republican Guard 
continues to get the focus of 
our attention. - said U.S. Ma- 
jor General Robert Johnston. 

How the Republican be- 
haves in combat could prove 
crucial, military analysts be- 
lieve. The fact that the guard 
has been invested with the 
prestige of an elite force means 
that its defeat could prove all 
the more crushing. 

The guard was formed by 
Saddam as a brigade-sized 
force — about 3 .(Kill men — to 


protect his government fwwijN 
any military coup. Oripnafly ^ 
only men from his home ajT; 
Takrir were recruited. . ~ 

It was expanded to six t*r^. -3| 
aades in the mid-1980s when 
was used in counter-attacks 
the Iran-Iraq war. In 19fW ir* 
was instrumental in forcing foe 
Iranians to accept a ccascfttr 
and in August ,1990 
spearheaded the invasion. 6f.'V 
Kuwait. ’ 

-Saddam Hussein ha t iWfife V; 
this organisation his 
baby. - a military sou 
The guard is now 
Lieutenant-General 7 ^ 

Khalifa Al Ruwi. 
loyalist who formerly 
ded the regular at 
6th division. 


LETTERS 


PoWs 

Tbe following is a letter sent by tbe British ambassador to Jordan , 

Mr. Anthony Reeve to tbe Jordanian Students Union on tbe 
subject of harp detainees in Britain. A copy of the letter was sent 
to die editor of tbe Jordan Times in reply to an article translated 
from Al Ra'i Arabic daily and reprinted in tbe Jordan Times tef 
Jan. 30. The article was written by Senator Jumaa Uammad on 
same subject. jfKSfc 

Dear members of the student union, •" v£ 

’ . ^ 

I am replying to your letter dated Jan. 29, in which you r e fe r red - 
to tbe recent detention of Iraqi nationals in Britain. You may find it - 
helpful to have foe following i n form ation. . .- 

A number of Iraqi nationals have been detained by the British ; 
authorities on grounds of national security, connected with Hw*n« • 
by foe frmp leadership to esc terrorism. In the case of civilians, tiro 
detention is pending deportation and tbe people concerned are free 
to leave tbe United Kingdom at any time. 

On tbe outbreak of hostilities all these detainees became 
Protected persons under the terms of the Fourth Geneva Conven- 
tion. Tbe British government immediately accepted its obligation 
rndwthe convention and offered fall access to tbe International 
Committee of foe Red Cross (ICRC), who despatched an 
m^e^on teamjririch interviewed all Iraqis then held in detention 
mfovidnatty and m private. British nrimsters received foe ICRC 
delegation at the beginning and end of their mission and reaffirmed 

to Britain's obtiga- 

tions imdCT both foe Third Geneva Convention (which cooceras 
prroners of w ar) a nd foe Fourth (which covers civilians). 

Ira ^ i “tionals we detained. They were 
mder sponsorship foe 
&aqi embas sy in London . Afl^xaa* one 

status. Under the provisions of foe Third Geneva Convention 

of war, these detainees, togetoer°witiMwo 
other serving officers in the Iraqi Aimed 

courses m Britain, were held in militarv custody TV TFPC sk ^ ic 

"rafli Slab to tbevraOBmat 

foBowtag information to also refc^ ° Wn Coam ^. the 

This “ direc%contSyto^SS^S rfure * s - 
Conven tion, which state Hint rrr u. rtT . r ^ ai ^ 17 Qf tbe Third Geneva 

afl times against acts of violeiSOTfaS^!jr^ 1,St ** P^ofodat 
and pubfic curiosity. tonidation and ag a i n st 

been wounded and one killed as a ‘ ome *“*• 

Artides 19 and 23 of the Third COnt ^ to 

** no prisoner of war Convention, wbW, » 

areas where he may beexixiSrrfll^fi* **“ 10 <* detained m 

Wspresence be *** 

wflitazy operation. ” render certar n points or areas immune txom 

war and to take innmxfiate c ^ ptarc d prisooera of 

sr*- m “* - Bri ^ --Sassssx* # ’ 

sincerely, 
Albany Reeve- 








75 years later , World War I haunts high-tech Gulf war 


By Trip Dubard 

' : ■ ‘i^rJhe Associated Press 
~ ' ERDUN, France — Rifles 

~ -mg over their shoulders, 

r ‘ ^. T odd War I soldiers often 
Zcydcd bravely to the front, 
~~~ -jj Bowed by mules palling car- 
^ ; j ges of guns and cannons . 
By die time the war ended, 
~~ — world knew the effects of 
>aon gas, aerial bombard- 
eats, tanks, machine guns 
td an entrenched enemy — 
/ images which haunt the 
gb-tech war being waged in 
le Gulf today. 

“The weapons are more 
affect, but the role of the 
en remains the same,” said 
_^W. Leon Rodier, director of 
’ ft Memorial Museum at 

- • crdnn, site of one of the 

- orst battles of World War I. 

. At Verdun, the German 

- Hack against the French for- 

- ess began 75 years ago this 


month,- on Feb. 21, 1916. By 
the time it ended some 10 
months later with the Ger- 
mans in retreat, 250,000 men 
had died along a 5.6 kilometre 
front. 

Today, the Memorial 
Museum at Verdun stands on 
the site of a former village 
that traded hands 16 times 
before being entirely obliter- 
ated. Inside, pictures of hol- 
low-eyed men huddled be- 
tween muddy walls recall the 
worst days of the battle. 

World War I in Europe was 
essentially a series of static 
battles fought by armies 
arrayed against each other in 
trenches. 

" World War U, by com- 
parison , was generally a war 
of movement ” said Mitchell 
Stwhl, professor emeritus at 
American University in Paris 
and homer lecturer at the 


U.S. Naval War College. 

“What we're up against 
now, as we were in World 
War I, is an entrenched 
enemy.” 

In Kuwait, the bulk of the 
545,000 Iraqi troops has taken 
op the time-honoured defen- 
sive position , reportedly dig- 
ging into trenches and elabo- 
rate tunnels. The multination- 
al force f ighting Iraq counts 
on high technology and pro- 
longed aerial bombardment to 
soften positions and spare 
their own troops in the land 
war. 

Time and technology have 
taken the Gulf war beyond 
the ferocious trench battles of 
World War I. 

“You've got tanks to do 
that and they're so fast. I 
think the day is gone when 
you'll want to send men 
against something like that,” 


Strobl said. “ It's utterly 
suicidal. ” 

If huge land battles are 
fought in the Gulf, Strobl 
believes they won't degener- 
ate into Verdun's stark condi- 
tions. 

Improved weaponry “ will 
settle the issue sooner , and 
settle it on the basis of fewer 
casualties, ” he predicted. 

The situation was very 
different during World war I. 

Stymied by further adv- 
ances, in part by the machine 
gun tire that stalled open Geld 
attacks, German soldiers set- 
tled into trenches to maintain 
advances into Belgium and 
France. Unable to overrun 
them, the French dug their 
own trenches. In subsequent 
months, waves of men took, 
lost and retook several hun- 
dred metres during debilitat- 
ing battles. 


The grinding wars of attri- 
tion ate men by the 
thousands. In one day during 
the atiies’s Somme offensive 
in France, some 60,000 men 
died. By war's end, almost 60 
per cent — 37.4 mini on — of 
the 65 milli on men mobilised 
worldwide were listed as 
dead, missing or wounded. 

*1 bis is the bell of it,” said 
Strobl. 'If you want to win... 
the r emaining question is to 
wftat extent are yon prepared 
to accept human sacrifices to 
achieve your end. ” 

During the attacks, the bat- 
tle lapsed into mind-numbing 
bombardments under which 
some men cracked. 

•'Modern warfare... re- 
duces men to shivering 
beasts,” one soldier of the 
time wrote. “There isn't a 
man who can stand sheU-tirc 
of the modem kind without 


getting the blues.” 

Nowadays, precision laser- 
guided bombings and cruise 
missile attacks on Iraqi targets 
are a stark contrast to the 
small bombs sometimes band- 
carried onto primitive planes 
in World War J. 

But bombs and shelling 
aren't the only weapons. The 
spectre of poison gas haunts 
die Gulf war zone. 

Poison gas able to kill men 
slowly and painfully was first 
used in the spring of 1915. 
The attacks had men rushing 
for their crude early gas 
masks. The weapon was later 
outlawed. 

In Saudi Arabia and Israel, 
the populations now rush for 
their gas masks during Iraqi 
Scud missile alerts. No gas 
weapons have been used so 
far, but Iraq says it has the 
capability. 


Anthropologist 
returns from stone 


age tribe with wife , 
memories and book 


— r s 


s 


— By Sheila McNulty 
The Associated Press 

! JTHERFORD , New 
. . ^iijfsey — For 12 years Ken- 
. 3th Good lived in the stone 

. . .t ~ e . 

r- Deep in the Amazon jungle 
~ Venezuela , he led the lift „ 

t im —a Yanomama Indian trib ~s- 
m — bunting for food , 
thing in rivers, trekking to 
-«* lages where Westerners 
, - rei'y never have been. Ham- 

-Tgers, television and air 
r utitioning became distant 
-• 7 - ^^mories. Tarantula spiders 
- a coveted delicacy. 

^ J.7 never missed anything, ” 

• v : “ u o d said. 

^jood recounts his experi- 
with the Yanomama in 
. -recently published book, 

‘ The Heart. He’s now 

-‘ Y- siting, on two sequels as 
* . . . -t-j as a movie version of his 

-gpxj^yben be returned to the 
. /•’ nested States in 1987 , he 
-- zr't r jjght his Indian wife Yari- 
„„ r ^^whh him , but left behind 

■ . friends and a life he bad 

to Jove. 

10,000 or so members 
■- ' ---he .Yanomama tribe in 

. J 1 - ; '^i^ezuefa have a stone age 

■ ~ They live without a 

->'■ ‘'^ ■ r - 1 'ydar, clothing and even 

: wheel. The tribe has 

'-pJtoCeptof numbers, time, 

„ j • :■* 'petition or stress, accotd- 
Good. The men hunt 
r 7.-3 ^ •* the women gather other 

at ^ ' ’s a nice, balanced tifes- 
. ^ Good said. “Their cul- 

- r- v 'j 'jys probably closer to the 

human beings were 
to hve.” 

x- y ^ trio's . what turned a 15- 

stint of Penn State 

■ ' - ■ J Kgrsity graduate fieldwork 

~ than a de cade of 

■-ri^epQftgieai research. As 
Vwa.* ^jjfWBed the eating habits , 

' ige and customs of the 
jfnania. Good lived as 
'the tribe. 

n -j.- uoved from his ownhot 

\ -“‘J ynmtinal shelter, joined 
^,-3 J ** r tnonkeys and 

^ v ^jrjmall game, traded ids 
, - r ■■' c '^' 5 ^ «s and pots for tribe 

- t *-' 1 ' 1 ‘ firs' help in coping with 

^ c gc**jfors of jungle life. And 
r a Yanomama. 

48, and his 25-year- 






fe have two children, 
"4, and Vanessa, 3. 
■ive in Rutherford, a 
■an community less 
' kilometres from New 


fork City, and Good teaches 
p gn>tbropo/ogy at nearby 
ey State College. t 

The family is becoming 
more and more Amerk^Jsed 
as the years in the jungle fade 
into memory. From watching 
television, Yarima has be- 
come a fan 0 / Janet Jackson 
and Madonna, and the chil- 
dren like cartoons. 

But Yarima gets bored, her 
husband said. In the Jungle 
she had friends and family, 
people to talk to. She doesn't 
speak English, so the children 
keep her company and Good 
is her only friend. 

“She isn't able to feel like a 
complete adult In the jungle 
she was always out, ” he said. 

Yarima misses her former 
life in die jungle, but she 
seems to ■ be adjusting to 
American fast-food like 
French fries and cola. 

“ She's learning our cul- 
ture, ” Good siid. “ She loves 
to buy dothes. She likes to go 
to the mall. I bate it, of 
course.” 

Good, who said he grew up 
in a “ boring suburb” of Phi- 
ladelphia , has come to dislike 
a lot of things about Amer- 
ican society, inducting the 
competition and stress be 
found waiting for him after 
more than a decade ‘in the 
jungjc. 

“Civilisation screws- up 
your head. Life is hectic here. 
We have to work harder and 
harder and longer and longer 
to- make a living, ” be said. 

“J would really love to be 
down there,” Good said. “/ 
can make a list of 1,000 things 
that 1 can't wait to get away 
from. ” 

But Good wants his chil- 
dren to learn English, the 
ways of the Western World, 
modem technology. That way 
they will be able to decide for 
themselves whether to live in 
the United States or return to 
their mother's roots in the 
Amazon. 

“No Indian would dream of 
living like this. It's terrible, ” 
he said. But then he looked at 
young Vanessa, crying over a 
nick on her finger, and won- 
dered, “ how is she going to 
live out in the bush? She's too 
American.” 

Good said he also is too 
American to live out his days 
in the jungle. “No one can go 
native. Eventually you have 
to come out.” 



Tbm library In WoHmbBttal 

The whole world meets at 
the library in Wolfenbuttel 


By Anna Brenken 

ONE could envy Paul Raabe 
his study. Precious old books 
serve as walls. The hand- 
some, aged spines are softly 
illuminated. The chief libra- 
rian's desk at the Herzog 
August Library in Wolfcn- 
buttel stands on a rostrum 
and enjoys a significant view. 
One can see a good part of 
the library campus from tbe 
window. Scholars from all 
over the world work here. 
The removal of the border 
was a real stroke of luck; the 
former long journey to Wol- 
fenbuttel for colleagues from 
Weimar, Gotha, Halle and 
Dresden is now just a stone's 
throw. 

Professor Raabe is the 
head of this umTjne mini- 
republic for scholars in tbe 
small in Lower Saxony — in 
tbe heart of provincial Ger- 
many. It enjoys international 
fame for its collection of 
books, a collection tike no 
other in the world. From his 
window. Professor Raabe 
Jooks onto the magnificent 
^Renaissance palace in which 
the dukes of Brunswick re- 
sided for centuries. The 
foundation stone for the lib- 
rary was laid in the palace 400 
years ago. But tbe real prog- 
enitor is Duke Augustus the 
Younger (1579-1666). He 
was both a passionate and 
knowledgeable bibliomaniac. 
Tbe academically educated 
duke journeyed to Italy, 

France and England. He 
brought bade large quantities 
of books from all his travels. 
He disbanded his army. In- 
stead of waging war and dis- 
patching political ambassa- 


dors all over tbe world, he 
sent book couriers through 
Europe who enlarged his lib- 
rary in a unique manner. In 
this way, a universal collec- 
tion of books came into being 
which constitutes an inex- 
haustible supply of informa- 
tion on the state of know- 
ledge and scientific aware- 
ness in Europe in early mod- 
em times. 

What this wonderful, un- 
warlike Duke Augustus 
looked like , can be seen in 
WoIfenbQttel market place , 
in tbe centre of this small 
Renaissance town , through 
which the little river Oker, 
rising in the Harz, gracefully 
threads its way. There, tbe 
duke, dismounted from his 
horse, stands on a pedestal. 
He is cautiously holding the 
animal by the resins. Travell- 
ing boots Sap around his legs. 
A peripatetic scholar, not a 
warlike prince! 

“X spent eight days in this 
library and only left it to eat 
and sleep at my inn. These 
eight days are among the 
happiest in my life, for I was 
not occupied with myself for 
a single moment; I thought 
neither of the past nor of the 
future, and my mind, com- 
pletely absorbed in work, was 
unable to perceive the pre- 
sent. I have occasionally 
thought that tbe life of the 
blessed must be similar.” 
This is how Casanova, tbe 
Italian philosopher, lady- 
killer, gambler, and subse- 
quently librarian in a count's 
service in Bohemia , de- 
scribed Wolfenbuttel. This 
collection of books , adminis- 
tered by philosopher Leibniz 


in the early 18th century, was 
famed throughout Europe. 
Lessing was tbe librarian 
from 1770 until his death in 
1781. The house of this great 
writer of the German 
Rationalist Movement, next 
to tbe hundred-year-old main 
building on the library cam- 
pus, is a museum nowadays. 

Casanova, Leibniz, Les- 
sing. They were lonely re- 
searchers in tbe midst of pre- 
cious books which are ac- 
cessible to all today. Profes- 
sor Raabe, head librarian for 
the last twenty years, is the 
founder of “Civitas 
Accademica Augusta." 
Here, academic scholarship 
holders from all over the 
world can do research, free 
from the daily round at uni- 
versity. Something which is 
also cultivated and popular is 
the interdisciplinary dis- 
course in conversations , sym- 
posia, discussions and lec- 
tures. This starts with lunch 
at an Italian restaurant, a few 
steps away from tbe research 
library, beneath the roof of 
an old Renaissance store- 
house. Young academics and 
experienced scholars sit next 
to each other; there are no 
set places at table. And so 
historian from Halle-Saalc 
Gods herself conversing with 
a philologist from the USA, a 
musicologist from Great Bri- 
tain with a linguist from 
Padua, a Romance-language 
scholar from Madrid with an 
expert on Baroque literature 

from Prague, a natural scien- 
tist from Dublin with a 
medical historian from 
Budapest, a German lan- 
guage scholar from Weimar 
with a German language 


scholar from Gottingen; 
something which was part of 
the particular wonders of 
Wolfenbuttel before the 
intra-German border was re- 
moved. 

The library, with its 
600,000 books, is an official 
research and study centre for 
European cultural history. 
This summer, the principal of 
the University of Krak6w, 
Poland — with which close 
relations are maintained — 
praised the library with the 
words “This ' is a European 
house.” He summed up bis 
stay at the small scholars’ 
republic on the Oker in two 
sentences: “ I was able to read 
undisturbed for three weeks. 
J feel like a newborn child. ” 

Apart from international 
connections, intra-German 
relations are being particular- 
ly intensified. Academic ex- 
change is being cultivated 
with Berlin, Dresden, Gotha, 
Halle and Weimar. What is 
new is the fact that persons 
east of tbe former border are 
now able to discover tbe lib- 
rary as a museum. Medieval 
manuscripts, atlases, globes. 
Baroque love of books , a 
priceless collection of Bibles, 
inducting tbe “ dearest book 
in the world ” — The Gospel 
of Henry tbe Lion, acquired 
at an auction for 32 minion 
German marks — are all 
carefully looked after here. 
There is also an extensive 
collection of painters' books 

—representing such artists as 
Arp, Chagall, Max Ernst, 
Mho and Picasso ■ — ■ who 
have made! a name for them- 
selves with artists’ books in 
this century — IN-press. 


f 

Dr. Ellen Rosser 

By JE- Yayhi 


DAY 8 of the U.S. -led aggression against the people of Iraq: 
It was early evening in Amman. The day had been gray, rainy 
and due to the tragic events in the Gulf, depressing, but as the 
sun faded behind the. dark purple mountains, stars twinkled a 
sort of calm reassurance. Tbe dusky night, washed by winter 
rains was refreshing and uplifting. 

I made my way towards the Palestine Hospital which is 
nestled behind the Amman Housing Complex. The icy outside 
air met and contrasted with tbe flow of warm air which 
permeated the hospital. Tbe atmosphere of tbe sanctum was 
peaceful and soothing effectuated by the very courteous and 
cordial nurses and staff. At the reception desk, I asked for Dr. 
Ellen Rosser's room and was escorted there by a gracious 
nurse with large brown eyes and a captivating smile. 

When I entered Dr. Rosser's room, there were two items 
which caught my attention. One was the prestigious gentle 
person of Dr. Rosser herself and the other was a huge bouquet 
of an assortment of beautiful Gowers given as a gift by a peace 
group in Jordan. I sat overshadowed and in awe of the gift of 
love given by the Jordanian people to a woman who is fasting 
for peace with love until the Gulf war ends. 

Although 1 greatly admire Dr. .Rosser's efforts by her 
hunger strike to end the war in the Gulf, I do not agree with 
her tactics. It was with this thought in mind that I went to visit 
her, deeply concerned for her well-being. “Surely, Dr. 
Rosser, a woman of obvious intellect and education can find a 
more positive way of promoting peace . " Continuing, I added , 
“Why don't you return to the United States and tell the 
Americans what you have seen here? You could accomplish 
much by speaking and writing about the crime being enacted 
by America and its allies against an innocent Iraqi civilian 
population. You could also shed some light on the Palestinian 
problem. ” 

Birr, Dr. Rosser only shook her head in objection. So. I was 
unable to convince her to stop fasting. However, I can not 
count my mission as a total failure because I was privileged to 
speak with this remarkable woman for a while. 

J learned that Dr. Rosser belongs to World Peace Now. 
This organisation was established in 1981 in Poynt Arena , 
California , Dr. Rosser states that it is an ecumenical group 
committed to ending war and the idea that no person should 
kill another. Presently, Jordan has two members in World 
Peace Now. Perhaps after my conversation with Dr. Rosser, 
others have joined. 

When the Gulf war began, Dr. Rosser, who is a retired 
American professor of English literature, was en route from 
Jerusalem via Amman on her way to Baghdad. She was going 
to join the peace activists at the Peace Camp near the 
Iraqi-Saudi border. However , the outbreak of hostilities 
prevented her from proceeding on with her journey. 

. Therefore, every day, in front of the American embassy, 
she stands in the cold and sometimes drenching rain in vigil, 
fasting and waiting for a man called George Bush to stop an 
insane war. She is protesting to this war in the form of a 
hunger strike. The last meal she had was on the morning of 
Jan. 17. 

She is a non-violent person who believes that all conflicts 
can be solved in a peaceful manner. Her light blue eyes peer 
out from a sunburnt face. Her spirits are enormously high but 
of course, her hunger strike is dangerous to her health. 
However, it seems that her noble determination has given 
spiritual nourishment to her mind thus providing her with a 
physical strength. . . .... - ,j v . 

While in occupied Jerusalem; she saw the courtyard of Al 
Haram Al Sharif where mote- than twenty Palestinians were 
massacred by the Israeli troops.- Here is part of a poem that 
she wrote concerning this incident: 

On tbe Temple Mount 

Ah, whose innocent blood was that 
which now stains in tbe courtyard, 
a last testimony to the good, simple people 
who came to save their beloved holy place 
horn tbe threat they believed existed, 
and who ’gave their spirit and their life's blood 
for then faith, for freedom and for their country, 
which they love... 

In 1931, Gandhi said, “Nonviolence is tbe greatest force at the 
disposal of mankind. It is mightier than tbe mightiest weapon of 
destruction devised by tbe ingenuity of man.” ...“Every murder or 
other injury, no matter for what cause, committed or inflicted on 
another is a crime against humanity. ’’ 

Here too, is an excerpt of a poem written in prison by a famous 
Palestinian whom Dr. Rosser knows: 

After the Temple Mount 

Lord, my breast is heavy with bitterness, let me not hate. 
Lord, my heart is tilled with pain, let me not avenge myself. 
Lord, my soul is fearful, let not that fear turn to hatred. 
Lord, my body is weak, let me not despair. 

Lord, I am one of your worshippers standing at the crossroads, 
sustain my strength. 

Lord, to believe is to love, to forgive and never to doubt. 
Faith is a light that guides tbe way, put not that light...” 

By Faisal Hussein/ (translated from original Arabic, published in 
AJ-Ittibad, on Nov. 2, 1990). 

I could teg that my visit had tired an already exhausted person. So, 
I beard Dr. Rosser's final and I think beautiful words concerning ber 
• theory about Jerusalem. “Wbat Hook forward to seeing in God's city 
(Old Gty of Jerusalem) which belongs not to Israel or Palestine, bat 
to God, is to have tbe three religions which came from Abraham — 
Judaism, Christianity and Islam — come together and fulfill the 
prophecies of all three religions that have not yet been fulfilled. For 
Judaism, swords into plowshares and study war no more. For 
Christianity, God's wW on earth as it is in heaven. For Islam, Islam 
means submission to tbe will of God which will bring world peace. 
Together in harmony, the three religions will do this from Jeru- 
salem. ” 

/ would tike to live as a non-violent person in Dr. Rosser's 
beautiful world of peace. But , I remember bow 85,000 Lebanese are 
permanently disabled from the war in Lebanon. 1 remember too, that 
48,000 Pale stinians have been injured during tbe intifada, many of 
them also permanently disabled. I remember tbe horror that is 
1 presently being committed against innocent Iraqi civilians. I am 
caught between the reality of now which conflicts with the dream of 
non-violent peace. This dream is not obtainable to every person who 
speaks of a world of love and peace for there are mercenaries, 

\ warlords and warmongers who thrive on destruction and death of 
their fellow humans. 

In 1963. Dr. Martin Luther King said: “No individual can live 
alone; no nation can live alone, and as long as we try, tbe more we 
are going to have war in this world. Now tbe judgment of God is 
upon us, and we must either learn to live together as brothers or we 
are all going to perish together as fools. ” 

/ left tbe benevolent Dr. Rosser as determined as ever to remain 
on her hunger strike. Ileft tbe enchanting bouquet of Bowers and the 
warm hospital. Tbe night se em e d even brighter than when I first went 
out that evening and tbe air even fresher and my spirits somewhat 
uplifted inspite of the upheaval and death that GU the cities of Iraq 
and live in tbe vanguard of my tmnd and tbe core of my heart. 


EDITOR'S NOTE: 

On Feb. 3, Dr. Rosser left Amman for Washington D.C. to 
continue her hunger strike in front of the White House. It 
was of the opinion of many, that her fa sting would be much 
more effective there instead of here. 

\ : / 



This Week 


painting on 


AMMAN (J.T) — Carl Chaplin s tall frame and shaven 
bead were conspicuous in the crowds streaming through 
Amman ’s old city today. Dodging taxis and diesel fumes, 
the Canadian artist wandered through Byzantine castle 
ruins dating back more than 1,800 years. Chaplin stopped 
to examine Dead Sea scrolls before ducking into a shop in 
search of canvas , /Taints and brashes. 

Back in the lobby of Amman’s Marriott Hotel , the 
Vancouver resident immediately set up a borrowed easel 
and began layering acrylics on a 30" by 40" canvas. As hotel 
guests and passersby gathered around the makeshift studio, 
an image of roiling black clouds from oil well Gres began to 
form above the red desert sands of the Middle East. 

Titled Black Rain, the new work by this world-renowned 
eco-artist is intended as a warning of the Gulf war's 
inevitable consequences. “Scientists from around the 
planet are telling us that if the Kuwaiti oilGelds are burned, 
the resulting firestorm could rage for years,” Chaplin 
explains to frowning bystanders. A black cloud the size of 
the United States will circle the Earth for months , 
disrupting monsoons, blocking photosynthesis, contami- 
nating fresh water supplies and dropping temperatures 
20-degrees Celsius. The choice is stopping the war or 
stopping the planet.” 


is begin new 
edge of Gulf 

Best known for his Art Nuko series of paintings depicting 
world capitals under nuclear attack, Chaplin brought the 
show to Amman to serve as a call for peace — and a 
warning of the terrible danger that this conflict could “go 
nuclear” either by accident or ill intention. Now , in the face 
of a global environmental threat of a “petroleum winter, ” 
Chap lin has returned full circle /us Art Eco roots. “ It 
doesn’t matter whether the cloud is nuclear, chemical or 
burning oil , " Chaplin told bis hotel audience, if weapons of 
ma ss destruction are used in the Gulf, hundreds of millions 
of people will die. ” 

Chaplin took his Art Nuko exhibit — which was lost in 
transit for one week after Dutch security officials decided 
that its provocative imagery would inflame Arab minds — 
into the streets of Amman. “So far the reaction has been 
one of intense curiosity and concern by people who see 
these 13 images not as an artist’s fantasy but as documents 
portending an imm ediate possibility. ‘Tm scared , ’’ Chaplin 
said. “Real scared that within a few weeks a series of events 
will be set in train by the allied invasion of Kuwait which 
will have unimaginable and unstoppable consequences for 
the entire planet.” 

The artist in fends to use Black Rain to make a poster in 
four languages calling for an end to the Gulf war 


CHOICES 

By Raimi Al-Salam 


SUMMER; The seashore; the tide is gently beating 
against the sand. Along the horizon where Earth meets 
sky, little droplets of wafer sparkle reflecting the rays of the 
sun then continuing into path on the surface of the water. 

SPRMNG; the flowers: red, violet, blue, pink, yellow ... 
New nests forming. Motherhood is thriving. Little ones 
everywhere. 

FALL; colourful leaves of brown, yellow and red 
Sowing gently with the breeze, clothing the Earth. Myste- 
rious clouds above come together as little droplets start 
pitter pattering and talking to the Earth. 

WINTER; Peacefully, white, and cottony, the snow 
fea tiers down. The bride. Earth, noiseless and calm is 
beautifully and graciously awaiting springtime. 


SUMNER; the heat is unberable. Dead bodies Boat to 
shore while scavengers in the streets tight over the remains. 
Putrid odors till the air. 

SPRING; Red blood covers the ground everywhere. 
Flies buzzing here and there. Under a tree, a dead mother 
cradles a starved, wailing infant soon to follow suit. 

FALL ; Human parts along with garbage flow with the 
rain into the gutters where the rats impatiently await the 
feast. 

WINTER; Red snow attracts the canine species. The 
Earth is cold. The wind howls in the empty streets where 
corpses lay quietly on top of each other for lack of space. 
There is no time to burry the dead. The tiring must keep 
tigbting. 


THE FUTURE: How will it be? 


Thm Time; 10:22 Q.Z. (Equivalent of 1990's on Earth) 
The Pi, ate: Planet “Insight” 

The night is a clear one . so. young Hope picks up his 
telescope to observe the universe. On his side, his father, 
U /• •/« >m. stands gently guiding the lad. It is a peaceful time 
they always share. 

“Dad” said Hope. “look, there's a shooting star!” 
But Wisdom isn’t sure about that, so he looks through 
the telescope to make sure. He then looks away and , with 
regret, answer his son. “No Hope, this is planet Earth ” 
“But Father;” replies Hope;- “It can't be a planet, it was 
in Games.” 


“True, but these were not natural Games. You see Hope, 
there were tiring creatures on that planet called Homo 
Sapiens or humans. They lived there many years. Unfortu- 
nately, they were greedy and never let room for their 
intelligence to be used for peace. So, year after year, they 
worked hard at making weapons to kill each other. One 
day , their greed overtook all other thoughts and they 
fought each other with all their creative weapons and .... 
Well, you see the result. It is unfortunate.” 

“Dad. do you think we could bring back time and help 
them see what they’ve done?” 

“Hope, we can try but I wonder v...- " and to himself 
Wisdom thought, “would they do the same -again?” ■ 


Wfymkmmd Crossword 


TEEMS OF ENDEARMENT 
By Louis Sabin 


ACROSS 
1 RuOe feiows 
5 Married ogam 
10 L*e 

14 All — (an an Ova) 

18 Exchange 
premium 

19 Lacquer base 

20 Happily 

21 To-do 

22 HertM's flhi bow 
24 diaries Boyer 

mm 

26 Evil 

27 Dunne in 24A 
2? Faddish 

X Musical break 

31 Barrel strip 

32 Music lor two 

33 Turn in 
38 Wine type 


DOWN 

1 Broadway hit 

2 Moslem leader 

3 Deliberative 
assembly 

4 Sun parlors 

5 Alter 

6 Choose 

7 Insea snarer 
B Ostrich's kn 

9 Computer type 

10 Friendless 

11 Except 

12 Resident oh suff. 

13 Characteristics 

14 Worn out 

15 Hale or 
Mowbray 

18 Attack 
17 Nimble 

20 Colls or Broncos 
23 Dikes 


37 Tough 

41 Laughter sounds 

42 Become 
enamored 

44 Bauxite e.g. 

45 Sunman Fr. 

46 Cover 

47 Ed of song 

48 Com product 

49 — Avtv 

50 Sock-Harreck 
musical 

55 Malodorous 

56 Poetic feel 

58 Acting award 

59 Angles 

60 Changes course 

61 Quotas as 

authority 

62 Sample 


25 A Ftntstone 
29 Musical Shankar 
31 It. coin, 

33 Brubeck at muSK 

33 Scarietfs Butler 

34 Glutton 

35 TV comedy hit 
38 Leav^: r nrt 

37 Cansecc dun 

38 Rodgers and 
Hammarsten 
song 

39 Pyle or Kovacs 

40 Feats 

42 Takes oft 

43 Lorenzo or 
Fernando 

48 Trattoria sauce 

50 UB»er 

51 Cattle group 

52 Behold': Fr. 


Diagramless lb x i». By j fl 


1 Liquefy 

5 Town in Belgian 
B Elaborate melody 
9 Eschew 
lOEmbeffish 

11 Group of animals 

12 Western plains 
plant 

17 Pear variety 

18 Poet TS. 

19 Metrie measure 
2i Fastening device 
25 Sleeper's sound 


DOWN 

1 Fashioned 

2 Love god 

3 Money In Milan 
A Snerfe 

5 Female ones 

6 Buyers 

7 _ how 

9 Summer wear 
10 Changes 

12 Nuisance 

13 Arm bone 

14 Disturbance 


26 Sudd 

27 Remotely 

28 Spud's cousin 

29 Locks tor 

30 Place lor a 
budding 

31 Use a dagger 

35 Periods 

36 Dir. letters 

37 Rabbit 
places 

40 Ballpoints 

41 Grows old 


15 Skin opening 

16 Ireland 

17 At one's — and 
can 

20 Links item 

22 Burning 

23 Old Nick 

24 Iron 

32 Abound 

33 Baxter or 
Bancroft 

34 Outdo 


63 Gat furious 

65 "Blues In the 
Night" composer 

66 Divided 

69 Veep Barkley 

70 1931 song Ml 

72 Golf position 

73 13 popes 

74 Computer item 

76 Abner's Daisy 

77 Harem section 

78 Anecdotal 
colectlon. 

79Cfievaier- 
Mac Donald Nm 
(with 'The") 

83 Waterway 

85 Mid-ocean 
boundary 

86 Faulty 


53 Organic 
oom pound 
5* Bouquet 
55 Ring weapons 
57 First asteroid 
discovered 
59 Confront 

61 r«ncake 

62 Chuckle 

63 Dinner course 

64 Actress Verdugo 
85 '■ — for the 

honeybee” 

fYeatsi 

66 Plenty 

67 Sea duck 

68 Honeybunches 
71 Collect 

74 Wrapped up 

75 Give an edge 
BO Taste 


42 Peace pipe 

45 Sprint 

46 Culture medium 

47 Encounter 

49 coarse fie 

50 Dozen dozen 
55 Entertainment 

award 

60 Von Bismarck 

61 Tract Of 
wasteland 

62 Norman 
Vincent — 


37 Affectionate 

38 Chills and fever 

39 Descartes 

40 Not aimless 

42 Boards Shat 

43 Playing marble 

44 Endures 

4fl Something worn 
with tails 

50 Specters 

51 Remainder 

52 Cereal grass 


89 Rising stars 

90 Lion's prida 

91 Trudges 

92 Bruce Lee bkmr 

93 POe or reactor 

96 Vandyke 

97 Romberg song 
101 Jeanette 

MacDonald to 
Nelson Eddy 
103 Kohier-McHugh 
song 

106 Suggestion 

107 Expunge 
106 Sidestep 

109 Mime 

110 Selves 

111 Valley 

112 WMrtyblrd Wade 

1 13 Diamond decision 


61 Cupid 

82 "Batman" 
Oraracier 

83 Spacious 

84 Afr. onieiopes 

88 Ants old style 
87 Cafe au — 

89 Irritation 

91 Intrinsically 

92 Belief 

93 Wimbledon 
champ 

94 Small branch 

95 Wine: pref. 

96 Semitic deity 
98CA vatoy 

99 Alphabet series 
100 Fictional Jane 
102 Time frame 

104 Ab — 

105 Tub 


63 Disorderly state 

84 Bone: pref. 

85 Wading bird 
66 Formerly. 

formerl y 

88 In carrying out 

72 Think nothing —I 

73 Skoal e.g. 

74 Plays on words 

75 Diminutive 
suffix 

76 Wapiti 

77 Doe 


53 Stage 

54 Cried out 
58 Perceived 

57 Rickshaw 

58 Thanks — * 

59 Gamblers' town 
07 Place for 

skaters 

69 Repetition 

70 Glut 

71 Employer 

72 Unclose to poets 



Last Week's Cry p log rams 

1. What compares to the sweet scent of flowers on a peaceful summer 
morn? 

2. Maiden’s heart, shattered over lost love, heaicd Test with new flame. 

3. Roosters crow and hens duck, while chicks peep. A1I should shot op. 

4. Bright child called a dog kennel a barking lot. 


CRY PTOGR AMS 

1. JIPTOA OAOB JLPT BVBBVPX LP BHLLC 

OEHVPX DEPEPE. FSGOCA XPEDB VB EPG 
F It P B. — By Earl Ireland 

2. XTTM OVETCV HTZ XVGW. WXZLIALI 

SVGJXTLI ALFT FSAL1R AR CARMH GLJ 
G X R T OGJ ETC OZRALVRR. — By Gordon Miller 

3. R6UU2ARI MRAIFff AL MAINfEFN WE 
CUMABYfH IRBEBUCR AIRBYIAL NRDIUI 


FB DCN MAIN CHIEF. 


— By Ed HudcHeson 


4. DOWN BEAT IBEXHR* WODYR DOMY WE 
RYWRY. IfLTY BXBIYM V N B L AR. 

— By Norton Rhoades 
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SOLUTIONS OF 
LAST WEEK'S PUZZLE 
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Notre Dame to get expensive facelift 


By Marilyn August 
The Associated Press 
PARIS — Old age, pollu- 
tion and the elements have 
finally caught up with Notre 
Dame, the Gothic Cathedral 
once dubbed “the parish of 
French history.” 

“ The monument’s general 
condition is worrisome, and if 
we don’t do something now , 
we’ll end up with a very sick 
building, n said Bernard Fon- 
- qtremie, chief architect at the- 
Culture Ministry's Division' 
of Historical Monuments. 

' — The Cultural Ministry has 
earmarked 100 milli on francs 
(about $19 million) for an 
ambitious 10-year facelift of 
Notre Dame to begin this 
summer. 

Started in 1163 under King 
Louis VII and finished almost 
200 years later, Notre Dame 
is bailed as one of the sup- 
reme masterpieces of French 
art. Critics call it “solid, but 
not heavy,” with an 
architectural perfection all its 


own. 

But not solid enough, says 
Fonquernie, who blames 
rain, wind, sun, frost and 
dust for eating away the 
porous, gray stone over the 
centuries. 

The restoration starts with 
the removal of all loose 
stones and installation of 
anti-suicide nets. Other mea- 
sures will be decided later. 

Chunks of loose stone reg- 
ularly fair off the facade and - 
off ' Ulterior ‘‘walk ’ ■+— some-. ' 
times into nets, and some- 
times just missing visitors. 
Fortunately, no one has been 
hurt, Fonquernie says. 

“ Last year freezing 
temperatures caused a lot of 
damage,” Fonquernie said. 
“In the spring, many frag- 
ments broke loose.” 

The cathedral’s most 
dangerous enemy is pollution 
from the hundreds of taxis 
and tourist buses which con- 
verge daily on the ate on the 
He de la Cite in the middle of 


the Seine River. 

Many buses, Fonquernie 
said, park for hours with their 
motors running and exhaust 
spewing for the sole purpose 
of maintaining heat in winter 
and air conditioning in 
summer. 

City authorities banned 
parking around the cathedral 
in 1989. But the rule is widely 
ingnored, and few vehicles 
are towed away. 

Human traffic '— U miltioiE^- 
visitors * yearly — has also " ,! - 
taken its toll. Sweaty bands*& 
soil the walls and footsteps ' 
wear thin the floors. 

“ I have seen the stained 
glass windows, vaults and pil- 
lars dripping with condensa- 
tion caused by tire beat of 
human bodies ,” Fonquernie 
said. 

In the summer, one jour- 
nalist wrote, the majestic 
cathedral looks more like 
“the lobby of a train station " 
than a church^A visitor once 
bicycled around the nave. 


The facelift marks the first 
major restoration project 
since 1843 , when architect 
Eugene Viollet-Le-Duc tried 
to undo damage wrought by 
the revolution, when the 
church was used to store 
food. 

Unfortunately , the cement 
and mortar be used during his 
23-year-overhaul have rotted 
more quickly than the origin- 
al stones. 

Violter-Lc-D u c added 
.ogival vaulting and- interior 
walls, unearthed traces of the 
Gothic choir, rebuilt a spire 
and adorned the three main 
doors with statues inspired bf 
the cathedrals of Reims and 
Amiens. 

Fonquernie predicts that 
his own restorations will have 
to be restored in the next 
century. 

“For me, this is a real 
problem,” he said. “How au- 
thentic will Notre Dame be 
when its stones have been 
replaced? 


Making folk triangles 
from music old farm tools 


By Janet. McConnaugfrey 
Associated Press 
IOTA, Louisiana — The big 
hammer bangs the black steel 
again and again — the Gist 
step in shapings horse-drawn 
hay-rake into and old-time 
Cajun Triangle, percussion 
instrument of Louisiana’s 
folk bands. 

“We used to straighten 
these things out with a 
sledgehammer,” says Larry 
Miller, the instrument-mak- 
er. “But it takes one guy 
bolding it with padded gfoves 
and another guy with the 
sledgehammer. 

“And you’re got to do it 
very, very carefully. ” 

His is a dying art. 

Miller, a gangling man who 
is the very picture of a coun- 
try artisan, makes triangles, 
accordions, musical spoons 
and the bib-style washboards 
used in Zydeco, a cousin to 
the French Cajun-style music 
of this southern U.S. state. 

His first instrument was the 


B.C. 


Cajun Triangle, often called 
the “tittle iron” in this region 
where the folk music 
nourishes. 

The name tits. But these 
triangles are bigger, heavier 
and more rough-hewn than 
those likely to be used by an 
orchestral percussionist. But 
then, this “tittle iron” is often 
still a Cajun band’s entire 
percussion section. 

It isn’t easy making them, 
crafting them from steel rods 

and taper the ends to a coiled 

point. The work is hard, re- 
quiring a blowtorch and beat- 
ing the metal into a point lit* 
a javelin’s then setting it 
upright in a vise while Miller 
twists the end with pliers and 
beats it even more with a 
hammer. 

Miller is proud of his work, 
since any twist or bend alters 
the sound. 

“This thing vibrates tike a 
tu ning fork. All you’ve got to 

do is add a tittle bit to the end 

and slow it down,” be ex- ' 



plained. 

There’s no Gxed size for a 
Cujan triangle: all it needs is 
a good, bud chime so it can 
be heard beating time for the 
accordion and fiddle. 

MiBer pulls a gentiy curved 
metal rod out of a pile in the 
big metal shed where he’s set 
up a machine shop. 

Wearing heavy gloves, 
plastic goggles and a set of 
ear protectors that look tike 
stereo headphones. Miller 
lays the rod on the tripham- 
mer’s anvil. 

He slams the rod with the 
hammer, slowly creating a 
gentle curve. 

> d® fiZfc the tin garage 
where MUler' has set aphis 
metal shop and where his Gve 
Fown sons stW sometimes 
work on their cars and boats. 

^ estimates that he makes 
200 to**#** a year, from big 
ones to httie souvenirs , sell- 
ing some to music stores and 
others at trade shows or at 
mnstc festivals where he de- 


TOOSARKlD, 
Yfc*J HAD THe 
DISTANCE . 


monstrates how to maki 
them. 

He knows of two otbc s 
men who make the triangfa 
on a regular basis. One is i 
traveling musician who sell 
them at the places he plays, 
the other is bomebound Jn/ 
sells to people who knov 
about him, Miller said. 

Hayrake teeth are used fa 
those meant to be playct 
because they sound right anc 
they’re available. 

“The grade of steel they 
used in those hayrakes jus 
happened to be the right oat 
for sound quality. ” 

Spring steel rods would bt 
nice. But since steel mfw. 
aren't likely to sell smal 
batches to them, they’re 
available only after thev’ve 
been turned into springs foi 
cars and trucks, A fflfer said. 

General Motors might 
order 5 million that size, b 
\ m going to order 100 or 200, 
^y^gomgto, augbatmc ,- 
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Germany alarmed by sharp 


rise in 


drug abuse,deaths 


Smoking deaths top 
400, 000 yearly as 
old habits take toll 


By Robert Byrd 

The Associated Press 

ATLANTA — More Amer- 
icans are quitting smoking, 
and more are dying — now 
more than 400,000 a year — 
as the habits of the 1950s and 
' 60s take an increasing toll, 
federal health officials have 
said. 

The National Centres for 
Disease Control (CDC) re- 
ported that 434,175 Amer- 
ican died from smoking in 
1988, up 11 per cent from the 

590.000 deaths attributed to 
smoking in a 1985 study. 

Those numbers reflect a 
steady, deadly trend. CDC 
researchers said. Back in 
1965, the calculated toll from 
smoking deaths was 188.000. 

The problem is, we are 
now paying for what hap- 
pened 20. 30 years ago. when 
large numbers of people 
smoked in large amounts, " 
said Dr. William Roper, 
director of the Atlanta-based 
CDC. 

" Even though the percen- 
tage of Americans now smok- 
ing is lower than in the past, 
the burden of the past prac- 
tice is coming dear." 

That burden indudes more 
than 100,000 annual deaths 
from lung cancer, the leading 
cause of smoking-related 
deaths, Roper noted. The 
CDC reported 111,985 smok- 
ing-related lung cancer 
deaths for 1988, up from 

106.000 in 1985 and 38,100 in 
1965. 

■ “ft takes 10, 20 years for 
the cancer caused by smoking 
to result be said. 

Smoking also resulted in 
’43,896 other cancer deaths, 
'such as mouth cancers and 
pancreatic cancer, in 1988: 
201,002 deaths from car- 


diovascular diseases such as 
heart disease and arterial dis- 
ease; and 82,857 deaths from 
respiratory diseases such as 
bronchitis and emphysema, 
among other causes. 

The CDC also said 3,825 
Americans died from lung 
cancer caused by others' 
smoking, or passive smoke. 
But the CDCTs statistical for- 
mulas do not yet include pas- 
sive smoking deaths from 
heart diseases, which a recent 
study estimatd at 37,000 a 
year. 

Roper said health officials 
hope the death toll from 
smoking will decrease, given 
recent trends toward stop- 
ping smoking. 

CDC researchers estimate 
that about 29 per cent of 
Americans smoke, down 
from 30 per cent in 1985 and 
40 per cent in 1964, the year 
of the landmark surgeon 
general T s warning against 
smoking. 

“ We’ve seen a reduction in 
smoking percentages for 
several years now, and I hope 
that by the year 2000... we're 
going to begin to see a de- 
cline in actual numbers of 
smoking-attributable illnes- 
ses and deaths ” Roper said. 

CDC surveys show that 
women are slower to give up 
the habit than men and that 
Americans younger than 44 
smoke more than older, 
people. 

The CDC also said the 
1988 death rate attributable 
to smoking was 12 per cent 
higher for blacks than for 
whites. 

Roper said that although 
the death toll continues to 
climb from previous years of 
smoking, heavy smokers can 
still improve their chances if 
they kick the habit. 


By Erik Kirscbbaum 
Reuter 

FRANKFURT — Drug abuse 
is on the increase in Germany 
and authorities fear the worst 
may be yet to come. 

A record 1.436 Germans 
died from drug overdose or 
addiction last year, nearly 
double the number of deaths 
in 1989 and more than four 
times as many as in 1985. 

Officials estimate the num- 
ber of German drug addicts 
has grown to 80.000 from 

50,000 two years ago. 

Police fear that efforts to 
stem this rise in drug abuse 
will be made more difficult by 
the relaxation of border con- 
trols when the 12 European 
community (EC) countries in- 
troduce a single market in 


1992. 

''Markets in North America 
had become saturated, and in 
order to grow, those who sell 
drugs had to expand to 
Europe, ” said Hartmuth Jauf- 
mann , spokesman for the 
Federal Criminal Office in 
Wiesbaden. 

“ Europe is financially 
strong, with a lot of purchas- 
ing power. Since the mid- 
1980s there's been a constant 
rise in drug . consumption in 
spite of increased efforts to 
counter it." 

German crime officials said 
although the number of drug 
addict and drug-related 
deaths in Germany is low 
compared to the United . 
States, there has been an in- 
crease in the flow of drugs 
into the country since the mid- 
1980s. 


"The problem in Germany 
is still not that large based on 
the numbers, but the increase 
is definitely threatening," said 
Bonn Health Ministry official 
Helmut Butke. 

Butke said the government 
will spend some 60 million 
marks ($40 million) in 1991. 
four times the amount spent 
in 1989, on prevention and 
measures to cut the flow of 
drugs from abroad. 

But he fears that will hardly 
slow the rising tide. 

"The EC's single market 
will bring advantages not only 
for free economic trade, but 
for the illegal drug trade as 
well. " 

Authorities are worried 
there will also be a dramatic 
rise in drug abuse in the for- 
mer East Germany, where 
there were strict border con- 


trols before the Berlin Wail 

was opened in 19S9. 

“ There was no market for 
drugs in East Germany or 
East Berlin because of the 
wall.' 9 said Berlin police 
spokesman Peter Glaser. "It’s 
still Virgin territory but it 
won 't be long before there are 
drug overdoses there too." 

Frankfurt. Germany's 
financial capital, has become 
a centre for drug use and 
dealing — a record 108 drug 
abusers died in the city in 
1989, compared with 31 in 
1985. 

“Because of its central loca- 
tion ... its international air- 
port. the city is a centre for 
international trade," said 
Werner Schneider, a city offi- 
cial charged with fighting the 
drugs problem. 


"For many of the same 
reasons, it has become a cen- 
tre for the illegal drug trade , 
Schneider said. . 

• Drug enforcement officials 

say many of the drugs 
reaching continental Europe 
are brought in through Frank- 
furt airport. 

About half the two tonnes 
of cocaine Frankfurt police 
seized last year were im- 
pounded at the airport. 

Frankfurt is home to about 

8.000 addicts, about the same 
number as in Berlin, which 
has a population of around 
three million. Frankfurt has 

600.000 inhabitants. 

■ The concen era Cron of drug 
addicts and dealers at Frank- 
furt’s Central Railway Station 
seems out of character in this 
otherwise orderly city, best 
known for the glistening sky- 


scrapers which bouse Ger- 
many's major banks. 

Thousands of commuters 
pass through a shopping 
arcade under the station each 
day as addicts openly buy and 

use heroin, cocaine and other 

drugs. 

"A large number of the 
victims are found in the toilet 
at the train station and in 
hotel rooms near the station. " 
said city police spokesman 
Franz Winkler. 

“ They buy their stuff there 
and use the ‘ privacy ’ of the 
toilet staffs. ” 

Winkler said about two- 
thirds of the city's drug-re- 
lated deaths bat year were 
from heroin overdoses . with 
cocaine, mixed drugs , and 
AIDS accounting for most of 
the remaining deaths. 


Dutch enlist soluble plastic to cure bone fractures 


By Jerome Socolovsky 

The Associated Press 

GRONINGEN. Netherlands 
— People suffering from 
broken facial bones may soon 
be spared needless surgery if 
the plastic screws, plates and 
rods developed by Dutch re- 
searchers are approved for 
general use. 

Treatment for a broken 
limb usually involves setting 
it in a plaster cast and waiting 
a few weeks to several 
months as the fracture heals. 

Patients with facial frac- 
tures often need complicated 
surgery, in which a doctor 
fixes the shattered bones with 
stainless steel screws, plates 
and braces. 


But the drawback of that 
method is that the patient 
usually has to undergo two 
operations, one to implant 
the steel component and 
another to remove it. accord- 
ing to University of Groning- 
en researcher Fred Rozema. 

In a five-year-long prog- 
ramme. Rozema and his col- 
league Ruud Bos used bone 
implants made of a type of 
plastic that will eventually 
dissolve into water and car- 
bon dioxide. Rozema said. 

Because the material melts 
away after about two years, 
there is no need for a second 
operation. Rozema said in a 
telephone interview. 

Dr. Rolf Bloem. an 
orthopedic surgeon at the 


Leiden University Hospital, 
said the disintegrating im- 
plants can be a “ very suitable 
alternative " to current treat- 
ment methods. 

But he cautioned that the 
main challenge would be 
making them strong enough 
for use throughout the body, 
because "very few fractures 
are in the facial area." 

Rozema. an oral surgeon, 
said screws and plates made 
of the material had been used 
on about 50 people with fa- 
cial injuries, and all of the 
fractures healed without any 
serious problems. 

“ The only unwanted side 
effect we saw was some slight 
intermittent swelling, but 
there was no need to remove 
the material (and) we think 


we have a clue to that prob- 
lem," be said. 

Rozema and Bos are publi- 
cising the study’s findings in a 
thesis. **. resorbable Poly (L- 
Lactide) bone plates and 
screws: Tests and applica- 
tion. " 

Parts of the projects were 
publicised in the Journal of 
Oral Maxillofacial Surgery, 
A U.S. publication, in 1989. 

Poly (L-Lactide). or 
PLLA. is a brittle, milky- 
white material which is about 
half as strong as metal. It 
derives from lactic acid, 
which occurs naturally in 
milk and other foodstuffs and 
can also be made artificially. 

Rozema said PLLA had 
been used by French and 


Finnish groups to make tiny 
pins which were used for very 
small, hairline-type fractures 
near the end of a bone. 

He added the Dutch pro- 
ject succeeded for the first 
time in developing the mate- 
rial into screws and plates 
which he claimed would ulti- 
mately be made strong 
enough to take the strain of 
leg and arm fractures. 

Because PLLA-treated 
fracture patients don m t need a 
second operation, they suffer 
much less psychological stress 
and discomfort, said 
Rozema. 

The innovation would also 
eliminate the risk of certain 
types of cancer and poisoning 
are being icreasingly associ- 
ated with the presence of 


metal objects inside a per- 
son's body, he said. 

The researcher claimed 
most of his patients' bones 
grew even stronger than they 
would have with metal im- 
plants because their fractures 
healed at a steadier rate. 

If approved for general 
use, the implants would be 
generally available for pa- 
tients with facial bone dam- 
age in about two years, and 
cost the same as their metal 
predecessors , Rozema said. 

He conceded he did not 
know when stronger and 
heavier PLLA implants 
would be on the market. 

T must admit that we are 
still in a very experimental 
phase." he said. 


2 cancer victims treated with genetically altered ceils 


WASHINGTON (AP) -r- Jwo. pa- 
tients at the National jnstitutes 
of Health (NIH) have become 
the first to be treated for cancer 
using cells that have been gene- 
tically altered. Dr. Steven A 
Rosenberg, a National Cancer 
Institute Physician, said the ex- 
perimental technique was used 
on a 29 - year-old woman and a 
42-year-old man. 


The declined to identify the 
patients further, but said 
"both tolerated the therapy 
well and are resting easily 
now." 

Both patients are suffering 

lilieiaKlii 


from melanoma, the so-called 
"black mole ” skin cancer. 
The disease is a particularly 
virions form of skin cancer 
and neither patient has re- 
sponded to other therapy. 




The cells that were injected 
into the patients had been 
altered by the insertion, of n 
gene that causes the cells to 
produce tumor necrosis fac- 
tor, or TNF a powerful natu- 
ral antitumor toxin. 

The transfused cells are cal- 
led tumor-infiltrating lympho- 
cytes, or TIL, a type of white 
blood cells that naturally 
move into a cancer site and 
attack tumors. The cells were 
removed from the tumors, 
armed with the tumor necro- 
sis factor gene and then cul- 
tured until they numbered in 
the billions. Then the cells 
were injected into the pa- 
tients. 

Rosenberg and bis team 
have received approval by the 
U.S. Food and Drug Admi- 
nistration to treat up to 50 
patients with the gene therapy 


technique. All of the patients 
are suffering from melanoma 
agc£ are no&.expected to Uve. 

The physician emphasised 
that the technique is still 
"highly experimental ” and it 
may take many months and a 
number of patients before it is 
known if the gene therapy will 
successfully treat cancer. 

Before it was approved, the 
experimental gene therapy 
proposal was considered by 
sir deferent committees orga- 
nised by the NHL It received 
FDA approval for limited use 
late last year. 

Another form of gene ther- 
apy was approved on SepL 14 
for the treatment of an ex- 
tremely rare inherited im- 
mune system disorder called 
Adenosine Deaminase De- 
ficiency Disease. That study's 
first patient, a 4-year-old girl. 


received a transfusion of her 
own- white blood cells after a 
geneTo correct the disorder 
had been inserted into the 
cells. 

Rosenberg said that the 
progress of the 4-year-old is 
stiff being monitored, but no 
other patient has been treated 
for the immune system dis- 
order. 

Rosenberg has been using 
unaltered TIL cells to treat 
melanoma since 1987. The 
cells naturally migrate to 
tumors and have some 
cancer-fighting ability. But 
Rosenberg said they seemed 
to help only about half of the 
patients and the rest die of the 
disease. 

To strengthen the treat- 
ment, Rosenberg and bis 
team used genetic engineer- 
ing techniques to insert into 


tfii TIL cells, a gene that 
the tumdlr necrosis £n> 
torffjbe sde^gs alsq r put 
into the cells a gene that is 
resistant to Myarin antibio- 
tics, for use as a marker in 
monitoring the treatment. 

Experiments in mice 
showed that the TTL-TNF 
altered cells were very power- 
fully active against cancer 
cells. But the laboratory 
animals are able to tolerate 40 
times more of the TNF than 
are humans. And, Rosenberg 
said, it takes a high dose for 
the substance to kill tumors. 

By inserting the gene that 
makes TNF into the TIL cells, 
be said, the cancer fighter is 
carried to the tumor. Once 
there, the gene starts making 
the TNF that fights the cancer 
directly and applies a high 
dose only where it is effective. 


Vets turn increasingly to homoeopathic solutions to treat animals 


By Annelies Furtmayr- 
Scbub 

« VIEWS differ on whether 
£ homoeopathic medicine 
; ' toorks on animals, but veterin - 
-hry surgeons are making in- 
- treating use of it. 

- ' - This gentle medicine is ex- 
'Jremely popular with horse- 
downers and in practices that 
^■Specialise in treating pets. Pet- 
» lovers are merely following a 

1 trend preferred by human pa- 

2 pents. 

t- .Human patients are most 
Zkeen on alternative medicine, 
[.land about 70 per cent of 
general practitioners in West 
y Germany use techniques that 
■'are not scientifically 
y approved . 

' They include acupuncture, 
Sjaa fure cures and 
J . homoeopathy; farmers are 
Aitgen on homoeopathy for 
economic reasons. 

''~As laboratory tests grow 
more exhaustive and legisla- 
/ iion banning chemical re- 
sidues in foodstuffs grows 
/ stricter , farmers have to wait 
/ longer before they can sell 
'.meat , milk or eggs from anim- 
/ a/s to which drugs have been 
'^administered. 

'■ . The aim is to protect the 
consumer from traces of drugs 


in the food he eats, but fac- 
tory farming is often the loser. 
Chemically speaking , 
homoeopathy leaves no 
traces. So it suits farmers fine. 

Homoeopathy is a techni- 
que that was developed by 
Samuel Hahnemann, a Saxon 
doctor, chemist and druggist, 
about 200 years ago. 

It is an established treat- 
ment with an officially ack- 
nowledged and supervised 
pharmacopoeia, but views dif- 
fer on whether its methods are 
scientifically proven. 

Unlike conventional medi- 
cine, which Hahnemann cal- 
led allopathy, homoeopathy 
does not fight individual, ex- 
actly defined diseases. It aims 
to stimulate the body's self- 
healing capacity. 

Drugs prescribed would, if 
taken in high doses, trigger 
the very symptoms from 
which the patient is suffering. 
But they are prescribed in 
doses so small as to defy 
laboratory analysis. 

Homoeopathic practition- 
ers say their treatment works. 
They refer to case history, 
ar c h i v e s and say 
homoeopathy works on chil- 
dren and animals, both argu- 
ably immune to the powers of 
suggestion - 

But the evidence they supp- 


ly does not come up to the 
exacting criteria of scientific 
methodology. The results in 
most cases are not borne out 
statistically. 

But times are changing. 
The efficacy of homoeopathic 
treatment has been under- 
going scientific trials for 
several years or faculties of 
veterinary medicine in, say, 
Hanover and Berlin. 

Staff at Schwarzenbek 
veterinary clinic in Schleswig- 
Holstein. a unit of the Free 
University of Berlin, arc 
ch e eking whether 
homoeopathy out per ft iruis 
conventional medicine on the 
farm. 

They are testing which 
treatment is best at drying 
pedigree dairy cvms before 
they calve and in treating 
post-natal complaints and 
mastitis, and similar tests have 
been carried out on pig farms. 

Vet Ute Seifert shows in 
her Ph.D that piglet produc- 
ers who rely on homoeopathy 
to treat MMA syndrome, a 
kind of puerperal fever in 
farrowing sows, have lower 
medical costs and fewer anim- 
al losses. 

MMA. short of mastitis, 
metritis and agalactia, strikes- 
fear into the hearts of pig 
farmers, especially in areas 


where factory farming is wide- 
spread. 

Their losses can be mea- 
sured in terms of piglets lost 
and of weight not gained by 
the offspring of tick sows. Up 
to 80 per cent of piglets die if 
sows aren’t treated in time. 

Schwarzenbek veterinary 
clinic staff treated 64 sows 
suffering from MMA on 21 
farms. Some were conven- 
tionally treated, others were 
given homoeopathic drugs. 

Conventional treatment 
consisted of antibiotics and 
sulphonamides, hormones 
and drugs designed to reduce 
fever and to limit pain. 

Homoeopathic prescrip- 
tions. never an easy task, 
were made out by three of 
Germany's most experienced 
homoeopathic vets, Wolter, 
Rakow and Greiff. 

They were administered in 
liquid form and in potences 
ranging from D3 to D12 ( the 
higher the number, the grea- 
ter the dilution). 

Animals that showed no 
signs of improvement after 
their second homoeopathic 
treatment were to be given 
conventional drugs, bat only 
one out of 33 sows needed to 
make the change. 

Medically, homoeopathy 


was found to be the equal of 
conventional treatment. Eco- 
nomically, the results were 
even more striking. Only has 
as many piglets were lost, and 
the survivors put on more 
weight when their mothers 
were given homoeopathic 
medicine. 

Animals were reported to 
be up and about — and eating 
— sooner than after a course 
of antibiotics , and similar 
findings have been reached- 
with poultry. 

Poultry service veterinary 
surgeons of the State Veterin- 
ary Department in Heidel- 
berg, Baden-Wurttemberg, 
have been comparing cooven-' 
tional and homoeopathic 
treatment for nine years. 

The use of antibiotics on 
battery farms has been re- 
duced to less than 10 per cent 
of the 19 7-7 level. 
Homoeopathic drugs have 
almost entirely replaced anti- 
biotics in treatment of battery 
hens and turkeys. 

Yet while vets and farmers 
have now found a means of 
producing food with fewer 
traces of drugs , European 
Community officials in Brus- 
sels have jeopardised progress 
at the stroke of a pen. 

A European Commission 
proposal on a Community 


directive on homoeopathic 
drugs has deleted from .Article 
7, which lists drugs exempted 
from stringent registration 
procedures , the very drugs 
that have ,-been found most 
useful on battery farms. 

They could no longer be 
freely administered by needle 
unless they bad first been 
tested and registered tike con- 
ventional drugs. This unrealis- 
tic proposal would not even 
make medicine safer. 

Vets woutd be left with no 
choice but to dilute drugs 
themselves and inject them on 
the farm , transferring the pro- 
cess from the sterile labora- 
tory to the unsterile farmyard, 
with a self-evident risk of im- 
purities and infection. 

Little is yet known about 
bow homoeopathic drugs 
work. Scientists are usually 
reluctant to deal with 
homoeopathic potencies, 
which unlike conventional 
drugs are not the less effective 
as they are more diluted. 

Fr o m D 2 3 on, 
homoeopathic solutions con- 
tain not a single molecule of 
the original substance . Scien- 
tists find this idea most suspi- 
cious. 

Gunther Harisch of the 
department of physiological 
chemistry at Hanover Veter- 


inary College does not share 
this reluctance. 

He and Michael Krets- 
chmer are the authors of the 
newly-published book entitled 
Jenseits vom MilUgramm — 
die Biocbemic auf dep Spuren 
der Homoopathie (Beyond 
the Miffigrtynme — Bio-che- 
mistry Tracks Down 
Homoeopathy ). 

In it they describe the effect 
of various homoeopathic 
drugs on immune cells and on 
individual enzymes and en- 
zyme systems in healthy 
animals. 

Animals are kept under 
strictly supervised conditions. 
At the same time every day 
they are given milk sugar tab- 
le t s sprayed with 
homoeopathic drugs, such as 
zinc, in D4, D6, D8.D12, D30, 
D200 and D 1,000 potencies. 

Another group is given un- 
treated tablets and a third is 
given none. A week later re- 
search scientists take from the 
animals’ abdomens sample 
ceiis that share the animals' 
immune responses and aller- 
gies. 

Histamine is a substance 
released in varying quantities 
under the influence of diffrent 
zuic potencies. 

Animals have a neb daily 
intake of zinc ( 1.3 miffig - 


stimulated markedly b 
week's intake of zinc i 
totalling 0.175 milligrami 
and zinc D6, totalling 
nucrogrammes. 

Zinc D8 was found u 
less effective and hi| 
potencies to have no e. 
whatever. But what is tru 
tine is not true of p 
phorus. 

Lower potencies w 
found to be virtually ine 
five, whereas higher poter, 
(D30 and D 1.000. wh ich , 
tain no measurable quanti 
phosphorus) more than < 
bled histamine output. 

These findings reflect 
response of the entire boa 
homoeopathic drugs, 
search scientists use hea 
animals, not cells on a 
or m a test-tube. 
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Jordan 

(Continued from page 1) 
deprive os of our needs of oil and 
that was one way of imposing 
sanctions against us for no lesson 
except to oor basic position*’ of 
neutrality, he sakL 

Bat, he said, Jordan is “not 
willing to dance to the tunc others 
play without being able to freely 
express our opinion, winch we 
wdl not 'give up.” 

“If the battle is imposed on ns 
we will be np to it,” King Hussein 

said. 

"Tins is a czy from a Hashemite 
Arab,” the King said. 

“Let ns join our efforts to stop 
this tragedy and to save the peo- 
ple of Iraq from what is planned 
for it and to end this war,” 
Following is the fan text of the 
King’s speech: 

Brother citizens, brother 
Arabs, brother Muslims, yon who 
uphold your faith and refine to 
see your nation humilrated; yon 
who are truly sincere within 
yourselves and in yonr hearts and 
minds, and in your objectives, 
ideas and attitudes; you who are 
concerned for the present as weQ 
as the future gen e ra tions of yonr 
nation, I greet every one of yon 
with all affection. 

I choose to address yon at tins 
very difficult moment, motivated 
by Arab honour and religious 
dirty. I address yon on the eve of 
the fourth week of this savage 
and large scale war which was 
imposed on b ro the rly Iraq, and 
which is aimed at Iraq's eaast- 
. ence, its role, its progress and its 
vitality. It is also aimed at Iraq’s 
right to a life of freedom and 
dignity, and its determination to 
fulfill its historic, cultural and 
human role whidh started in 
Babylon, Baghdad and Basra, 
and which contributed to human 
civilisation, scientific progress 
and culture. 

Iraq, fellow Arabs and Mus- 
lims, now pays the price in pure 
and noble Mood of belonging to 
its nation. Iraq bad always has- 
tened, without hesitation, to 
make sacrifices in aD the battles 
winch the Arabs fought, or which 
were' forced upon than in de- 
fence of Arab land in Palestine, 
Syria, Egypt and Jordan. Arab 
blood was always dear to Iraq and 
shouldn’t the Mood of Iraqi men, 
women and children be dear to 
ns?! How shamed will be the 
Arabs who let Arab Mood be spiff 
m this unjust war?! 

The world has known cruel 
wan, but never one like tins tint 
is. w^ged. agsunst Iraq and gip 

imwi mv*: 

again. The armies of the biggest 
and’ niitisr powerful nationk have 
gathered and unleashed their 
modem and dangerous weapons 
on the land, in the sea, and in the 
sky. These weapons had original- 
ly been arrayed by the present 
international military alliance 
against an opposing alliance led 
by Brother super power. They are 
all now arrayed against the Bagh- 
dad of Haroun AI Rashid, the 
Basra of Islamic studies and poet- 
xy, the Kufa of AH, may God’s 
peace be upon trim, the Holy 
Najaf, Karbala, Al Diwaniyeh, 
Mosul, Kirkouk, and every Iraqi 
dty and village. Fire rains down 
upon Iraq from airplanes, front 
battleships, from submarines and 
rockets, destroying mosques, 
churches, schools, museums, hos- 
pitals, powdered mQk factories, 
residential areas, bedouin tents, 
electricity generating stations, 
and water networks. This bomb- 
ing started from the first hours 
and took the form of a war that 
aim* to destroy all the achieve- 
ments of Iraq and return it to 
primitive life, by using the latest 
technology of destruction. The 


firet victims of this war were 
justice, righteousness and peace. 


tions of all humanity since the 
end of the Second World War, 
hoping that that war would be the 
last human tragedy, and that ma n 
would no longer be killer or 
victim. AH the hopes of our na- 
tion and the world community 
were thwarted the day the land of 
Iraq was turned into the arena of 
the Third World War. 

Brother citizens, brother 
Arabs, brother Muslims, 

The irony of this war is that it is 
waged under the cloak of intern*- 
tkmal legitimacy, and in the 
of the United Nations, which was 
seated to preserve peace, secur- 
ity and justice; and to resolve 
disputes through dialogue, nego- 
tiations and diplomacy. If this is 
an example of the future role of 
the United Nations in the new 
world order, what an ominous 
future lies before all nations! 
What international legitimacy 
vriti there be to protect the less 
powerful against the more power- 
fid who seek to subjugate them, 
humiliate them, kill them, and 
usurp all their rights thyt were 
granted by God and protected by 
charter of the United Nations? 
We now realise fully the real 
reason why we, the Arabs, were 
deprived of our right to solve our 
problems, and why the United 
Nations was prevented from ful- 
filling its role, and why the doors 
were dint against any sincere 
political attempt to resolve the 
Gulf crisis. It is claimed that 
every effort possible was made to 
solve the crisis during the five 
mouths before the war. This is 
not true. If the effort that was 
spent in preparing for the war had 
been devoted to the quest for a 
peaceful settlement, this disaster 
would not have taken place. 
Moreover, the cm-going war, with 
its destructive outcome, is incom- 
patible with die humanitarian 
objectives of die United Nations 
resolutions winch were adopted 
to restore peace and security to 
the Gulf region. 

By contrast the Arab-IsrneS 
conflict remained far from any 
honest and real a tte mpt to re-' 
solve it justly. The Arab Palesti- 
nian people and the Arab Nation 
stiff await the implementation of 
a single United Nations resolu- 
tion, winch rejects Israeli occupa- 
tion and calls for an eud to it. 
Twarty-foaz years have passed 
since the occupation of the West 
Bank, Gaza and the Golan 
Heights, and. nine years have 
jnssed since die •• occupation of 
Soirtfi'X^nhon', fad ribne of our 
hopes <were -fniffifed. Neverther 
lew, we did not despair of the 
United Nations. The major pow- 
ers persisted in assuring us that a 
peaceful solution was possible. 
As regards die Gulf crisis, the 
Arab parties concerned chose 
from the beginning to reject any 
political Arab dialogue with Iraq, 
and -to block any attempt that 
could prevent the internationa- 
lisation of the crisis and its resolu- 
tion by directly dealing with all its 
causes and results. All the good 
offices of Jordan and others who 
were concerned for the future of 
our nation were aborted. Why? 
Because the real purpose behind 
this destructive war, as proven by 
its scope, and as attested to by the 
declarations of the parties, is to 
destroy Iraq, and rearrange the 
area in a manner far more 
dangerous to our nation’s present 
and future than the Sykes-Pioot 
agreement. This arrangement 
would pot the nation, its aspira- 
tions and its resources under 
direct foreign hegemony and 
would shred all ties between its 
parts, thus further weakening and 


fragmenting it. 

The talk about a new work! 
Older, whose early feature is the 
destruction of Iraq, and the per- 
sistence of this talk as the war 
continues, lead xis to wonder ab- 
out the identity of tins order and 
instill is us doubts regarding its 
nature. 

The new world order to which 
we aspire bolds all people equal 
in their right to freedom, progress 
and prosperity. It deals with their 
causes with the same standards 
and under the same principles, 
regardless of any consideration or 
influence. The required new 
order would not mete out injus- 
tice- to any one nation. It would- 
not discriminate between nations 
but draw them together within 
the framework of mutual respect 
and fruitful cooperation for the 
benefit of our planet and all 
people on it. It must be an order 
that believes in public freedom 
and protects private freedoms, 
respects human rights and streng- 
thens the principles of democra- 
cy. It should not deny the Arab 
people their right to all this. 

The nature of the military 
alliance against Iraq betrays its 
near and long-term objectives. 
For when Israel supports this 
alliance, when two countries, one 
Arab and other Islamic, both of 
winch have normal, political rela- 
tions with Israel, whose leaders 
compete for prominence in this 
alliance and reiterate their desire 
and enthusiasm for die destruc- 
tion of Iraq, it becomes easy to 
realise that this war is a war 
against all Arabs and Muslims, 
not only against Iraq. When Arab 
and Islamic lands are offered as 
bases for the allied armies from 
which to launch attacks to destroy 
Arab Muslim Iraq, when Arab 
money is financing this war with 
unprecedented generosity un- 
known to us and our Palestinian 
brothers, while we shoulder our 
national responsibilities; when 
this takes place, I say that any 
Arab or Muslim can realise the 
magnitude of tfrf* crime commit- 
ted against his religion and his 
nation. 

Brother citizens. 

From the very beginning we 
have shouldered our responsibili- 
ties to die Arab Nation and 
Mam, as well as towards interna- 
tional peace and security. We 
have made every effort to f ulfill 
these responsibilities- We are not 
hurt because our rewards have 
been successive punishments to 
our country and people. It has 
become dear to the world that 
these p unishm ents -are the prifce 
which 'we must' pay ; because we 
tried to avert the '-disaster which 
was planned and premeditated in 
tire dark. As a new form of 
punishment there are now 
attempts to deprive ns of our 
basic needs, even oil, as a new 
form of punishment, and. one of 
the most severe, for no other 
reason than our principled stand. 
It is because we are not party to 
the conflict, nor part of the 
alliance, unwilling to dance to the 
tune others play, with no will of 
our own, no rights and no ability 
to express our free opinion. We 
would not forsake ibis rigty be- 
cause it is equal in importance to 
our human right to breathe air 
that is not yet rationed. Never- 
theless, Jordan’s leader ship and 
people will remain firm in their 
position and belief that the 
opportunity for peace still exists. 
Recourse to peace remains less 
costly and would reflect more 
truly the commitment to princi- 
ples and values than the continua- 
tion of this devastating war. 

The voices of mflHons can be 
heard in every country, including 
those of the alliance. They aD call 


for peace and an end to the kfffiog 
of children, the destruction of 
homes, and the withholding of 
medicine from the tick. I know 
just as you do that against these 
voices stand political and military 
leaders, alas with Arabs in their 
forefront, calling for the con- 
tinuation of this war. Which 
voices will win in the end? The 
voices of reason, peace and jus- 
tice, or the voices of war, hatred 
and in sanity? 

We and other brothers who 
have made a loud «ilt to stop 
military action and open the way 
for diplomatic political action to 
resolve the problem, but the call 
fell on deaf ears. Many a time 
before the war had started we 
wanted against its effects, the 
deep wounds which it would 
open, and its repercussions which 
would grow and include human, 
economic and ecological 
tragedies. We warned that war is 
a measure of 1st resort, launched 
only after all efforts to avert it 
have been exhausted, oor calls 
and warnings were in vain. 

Justice wQl be victorious, God 
wfllmg, brothers, and our nation 
will prevail because, through its 
victory humanity will prevail 
against its enemies. Life Will pre- 
vail over death. Love among na- 
tions will prevail over hatred. It 
will become dear to all those who 
gambled that our nation would be 
divided. Eke its leaders, that it is 
a dead nation, win be proven 
wrong. Our nation will remain, 
God willing, a strong, proud and 
vibrant nation. "These your peo- 
ple are one people and I am yonr 
God, so worship me alone” 
(Surat AI Anbiya* No. 92). Let us 
have fear of God and remember 
that. If this situation continues it 
will only benefit those who covet 
our lands and resourcres, with 
Israel at their forefront. There 
are already signs that the spoils 
are being divided. We hear and 
read every day of plans to control 
our resources, limit our freedm of- 
detirion, strangle our aspirations 
and usurp our rights. There is talk 
of proposed military alliances and 
foreign troops tint will stay on 
Arab soil; of conditions that will 
handicap our progress; of a solu- 
tion for the P alestinian problem 
which has been prepared or 
which will be prepared by others 
according to what they see, and 
according to the will of the 
powerful that is imposed on the 
weak, we cannot imagine that this 
solution would fulfill the legiti- 
mate national rights of the 
Palestinian people on their 
national soil. 

- This is a call from a Hashemite 
Arab to all -honest Arab and 
Muslim leaders. Let ns- join-one 
efforts to stop this catastrophe 
and save the people of Iraq from 
flic fate that is planned for them. 
Let us save our nation from die 
plans that are designed for it. Let 
us bring this war to an end. 

The Starting point in all this is 
immediate and serious work to 
make the alliance accept a cease- 
fire, in preparation for a responsi- 
ble dialogue between the anta- 
gonists : An Iraqi- American dia- 
logue and an Arab- Arab dialogue 
that resort to reason and balance 
interests against international 
legitimacy, the legitimacy of 
security, peace, justice and eqnal- 

ity- 

By destroying Iraq this war has 
exceeded the Emits set by the 
United Nations in its resolutions. 
This is confirmed by the declara- 
tion of the affiance leaden. So 
where is the United Natioos-now? 
The alternative to a ceasefire is 
the destruction of Arabs and 
Muslims, their humiliation, their 
exploitation, the trampling on 
their honour, pride and legiti- 
mate hopes, and hatred and strife 


between nations. We in Jordan 
will stay the Arabs of all Arabs, 
the noblest of the noble, the men 
of all men. We shall always stay 
united, army and people, alert to 
defend our country. If the fight is 
forced upon us we shall be up to it 
and gain one of God's two 
favours (victory or martyrdom). 
Our hearts are full of faith, and 
we thank God for everything. 

From Amman of the Arabs I 
send to oor people in Palestine 
our great pride in them, zn their 
steadfastness, in their resilience 
against their bufferin g where a 
whole nation is under house 
arrest, without work, without a 
source of earning, without medi- 
cine. But h is a nation that 
believes in God and stands fast by 
the Aqsa Mosque and the Church 
of the Holy Sepulchre. 

As for our people in Iraq, what 
words can describe their great 
courage and pride, their tenacity, 
and their ability to face 28 allied 
countries, 28 armies beaded by 
the largest, most powerful, and 
best armed army of the world! To 
(hem we send our love and our 
pride as they defend us all and 
raise the banner that says God is 
Great, the banner of Arabs and 
Islam. We salute Iraq, its heroic 
army, its steadfast people, its 
glorious women, its brave chil- 
dren, and Hs aged, confronting 
with faith the bombers, the bat- 
deships and tonnes of explosives. 

We send a special salute to His 
Holiness Pope John Paul II for 
his prayers and continuous caffs 
for peace in the Middle East, and 
to all people and international 
figures everywhere who decry 
war and call for peace. A salute 
of pride to all our Arab and 
Muslim brothers in the five conti- 
nents who came out from the first 
moments of war to make a stand 
for life and peace against death, 
destruction and aggression. 

I pay a spedal debt of thanks to 
all those who search for truth and 
who work to spread it because 
they respect and care for truth. 
To afl the newsmen, academics, 
and politicians who live among us 
and do their duty in honesty and 
professionalism. 

“Most cf their confenings 
together are devoid of good, ex- 
cept such as enjoin charity, or tiie 
promotion of public welfare or of 
public peace; and on him who 
strives after these, seeking the 
gratification of God, shall we 
soon bestow a great reward 
(Surat Al Nisa’ No. 114). 

May God’s peace and bles- 
sings be upon you. 

IJrivefs 

(Coatimred*itbm ‘page 1) , *' i 

unload their rockets on any- 
thing,'' Mr. Mahmoud said. 

Another driver in the convoy, 
Fawn Suleiman, 35, said be saw 
two tankers in flames during a 
600-kilometre journey from 
Iraq’s Qa’im 03 depot to the 
Jordan bonder. 

“It was random bombard- 
ment,” he said with fervour. 

Mr. Mahmoud showed journal- 
ists the damage to bis tanker. OO 
leaked from a small hole in the 
tanker and pieces of shrapnel 
were embedded in six flattened 
lyres. 

He said Tuesday’s attack came 
near the bridge of Atassat in the 
QaTm area of northwest Iraq — 
“one rocket fell ahead of our 
convoy and the other in the 
back.” 

It was Mr. Mahmoud’s second 
escape from allied bombing on 
the highway," last week, when 
they hit Al Rntbah, four of my 
colleagues died in front of my 
eyes. They were blown up into 
pieces and I could not help them. 


I continued my journey and (hey 
died behind,” he. said. 

U.S. State Department spokes- 
woman Margaret Tutwiler con- 
tended Monday Iraq was ming- 
ling military equipment with civi- 
lian convoys, makin g h difficult 
for U.S. planes to avoid civilians. 

Despite the dangers, 
Mahmoud said be would continue 
fenying off from Iraq. Displaying 
four sharpened kitchen knives, he 
declared: "If I ever see an Amer- 
ican pffm on my way I wiD tear his 
stomach apart, remove his kidney 
and throw it to a (fog." 

Overkill 

(Continued from page 1) 

Soviet Foreign Minister Alex- 
ander Be ssm e r tnykh met Syrian 
Defence Minister Mustafa Has 
Tuesday and both rides conde- 
mned the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait, according to the official 
TASS news agency. 

“The two ministers stressed the 
need for the earliest political set- 
tlement of the Gulf crisis, pre- 
ceded by Iraq's unequivocal com- 
mitment to poll out of Kuwait," 
TASS said. 

Moscow backs U.N. resolu- 
tions aimed at forcing Iraq to 
withdraw its troops from Kuwait. 
But it has kept diplomatic chan- 
nels open, largely through a 
skeleton staff of 13 in its Baghdad 


Civilians 

(Continued from page 1) 
left in Baghdad on Wednesday 


estimated civilian casualties Tun- 
ning into thousands rather than 
hundreds since the war began. 

The allies say the air war is 
being waged only against military 
targets but correspondents have 
visited residential areas in Bagh- 
dad and several provincial dues 
devastated by bombs and mis- 
siles. 

In an earlier commentary, 
Baghdad Radio said attacks on 
Western -interests worldwide 
would escalate. 

“The jihad actions mounted by 
good Muslims against the im- 
perialist interests wff escalate 
each day," it rid. 

“We salute the believing mu- 
jabedeen as they take a stand 
against the enemies of humanity, 
and the arms that tackle the 
imperialist interests," it said. 

For the second straight day, 
Baghdad Radio Tuesday night 
broadcast cryptic messages, in- 
chiding “ail of you, tins is your 
day," and ‘ 'implement the prog- 
ramme of last gathering." 

Similar messages were broad- 
cast Monday. 

Iraq said it shot down two 
aircraft and one missiif. during 
263 allied air raids on Tuesday 
night and Wednesday morning. 

"The ravens of Bush raided our 
residential neighbourhoods," 
Baghdad radio quoted a military 
spokesman as saying. “The 
scoundrels did not achieve any of 
their objectives." 

Iraq's latest communique 38 on 
Tuesday night said nine allied 
aircraft were downed during 391 


raids. 

Baghdad says its air defences 
have shot down nearly 300 enemy 
planes and missiles since, the Golf 
war began. The allies report only 
30 planes tost, indudiiig 21 U.S. 
aircraft. 

The Iranian national news 
agency LRNA. reporting from the 
border city of Khorramshahr. 
said buildings about 50 
kilometres away shook as a result 
of huge explosions caused by 
allied bombs and missiles on 
southern Iraqi cities on Wednes- 
day. 

“The roar of the U.S.-led coali- 
tion planes is heard attacking 
Basra and other Iraqi southern 
dries every five minutes but the 
Iraqi air defence system is - 
apparently silent" 

Further north, IRNA reported 
“very active” anti-aircraft gun- 
ners shooting against allied . 
planes raiding the Iraqi cities of ; 
Badrah, Zurbatiyah and Man-, 
dali. I 

U.S. F-15 fighters shot down; 
two Iraqi SU-25 ground-attack-; 
planes and may have downed two ' 
MiG-22 jets Wednesday, a U.S. I 
military spokesman said. 

Brigadier-General Richard I. 
Neal said the Iraqi places were 
detected by the F-15s on a com-' 
bat air patrol. 

"Preliminary reports indicate 
they were heading towards Iran,” 
he told a regular daily briefing. 

A Saudi spokesman bad earlier'* 
said U.S. F-15s bad shot down 
four of seven Iraqi MiG-21s 
fleeing to Iran. He said the other 
three had landed safely in Iran. 
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FACILITATE PRESS PERMIT’S 
REUTERS NEWS SCREEN & TERMINAL 
ASSOCIATED PRESS NEWS TERMINAL 
COVERAGE OF “WAR IN THE GULF" NEWS 24 HRS DAILY IN 
THE PRESS BAR ON THE 1QTH FLOOR 
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FULL SECRETARIAL SERVICES INCLUDING TRANSLATION 
FROM & TO ARABIC , ENGLISH SPANISH , GERMAN , 
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AIRLINE RESERVATION & TICKETING. 

SPECIAL PACKAGES FOR REPORTERS . 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 

PACKJNG, AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR -to 
DOOR SERVICES AM) 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE .TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 

AMIN KAWARASONS 

■W7EL. 604676 604696 ^ 
\3S>S. P.O.BOX 7806 
T\\\. AMMAN > 



[tEANtfi 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman. near 
Ahfiyyah Girts School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m- 

6:30-Midnight 

TeLSmm 


CROWN 
INT’L EST. 


packing, shipping, 1 
forwarding, storage- , f* 
clearing, door-to-door Of 
service H 


r Agents afl oust the wold 

Tat*. S S 4 SS S, Fate S8SSS2 
The 222S5 BESMCO JO 
P.O. Box 92*07 
_ AMMAN JORDAN . 
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EASTERN 


TEL : 021 775 
TLX : 23 0 23 


FAX : 656 270 
POB : 815 408 


AMMAN -JORDAN 


' CHEN’S s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 

Tel: 81*214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

s. 6:30 -Midnight / 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional ^Quality in 
1 Hour Servicfe 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

« JUMBO photo 

stem 30 % larptr 

* Free onlargo- 
moaat 20 x 30 cm 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grind! ays 

Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefiefi tel: 823891 


FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 

available 

Open OaHy 12.30- 3-30 pm 

7.30-11.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

faerds 3rd ends 



4 Rent fir Sale 

* Many villas and apartments 
are available for rent and 
sale - furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

* Also many lots of land are 
available for sale. 

For further details, please 
call 

A b d cp n n Real 
Estate 

TeL 610605, 610609, - 

__Fax: 


TIk Regency Palace Hold 

PRESS 

CENTER 

Facilities 


RENT 

Saadi Real Estate 

OQAQQ 


Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
in West Amman area. 

CAUL SO HA 
Rental Dept. 687821/22 


I The First Class Hotel in ! 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


Amman -Tel 668193 

P.O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 

Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriates and 
Businessmen 


1 For the best 
for your 
1 MONEY... 
ADVERTISE 
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Gomez and McEnroe 
s in San Francisco 


Leonard impressive in workout for Norrisjight^ h 

r wort the body and the bead very ^ SLr mta from 

NEW YORK (R) — 'Sugar Ray Madison Square garden. seriously. . _ . IUvotc." be said while pabetrtly 


SAN FRANCISCO (AP> — Top- 
seeded Andre Agassi and no. 2 
seed Andres Gomez straggled to 
victories while fourth-seeded John 
McEnroe handily won to advance 
in the Volvo-San Francisco Tennis 
Tournament. 

With the score 3-3 in the first 
set. McEnroe rallied to win nine 
straight games against Andrew 
Sznajder of Canada, 6-3, 6-0. 

Agassi, coming back from an 
eight-week layoff, had difficulty 
against qualifier Jeff Tarango hot 
won 7-6 (7-5), 6-3. Tarango ranks 
139th, Agassi 6th. 

Gomez, of Ecuador, also had 
his problems with another quali- 
fier, American Brian Devening, 
who r anks 371st. After losing the 
first set 64, Gomes rallied to win 
64, 64. 

In the first set tiebreaker, 
Tarango, a former Stanford Uni- 
versity star, fell behind 5-1 but 
made a spirited comeback to tie it 
at S. But then the rangy left- 
hander handed the set to Agassi 
by flubbing an easy forehand and 
double faulting. 

Agassi broke Tarango’s serve in 


the sixth game of the second set 
and held on to it and closed the 
match out 6-3. 

“Tonight it was very possible 
for me to get beat,” said Agassi, 
the defending tournament cham- 
pion. “Fm just thankful I'm com- 
ing back tomorrow.” 

“I thought we'd both play a 
little better. But the longer die 
tournament goes on, the better m 
be playing.” 

Both players converted less 
than 50 per cent of their first 
serves and had more double faults 
than aces. 

Gomez* win meant the end of a 
long drought that began after he 
won the world’s premier day court 
event, the French Open, last Jane. 

“I can't remembeT bow long it 
has been since I won a first-round 
match," he said. 

Gomez said the near upset was 
part of the price be is paying for 
having taken 214 months off after 
a disappointing second half this 
season. 

“I was eating, drinking and 
going to the beach,” Gomez said. 


tang’s 1st appearance 
Milan short lived 


MILAN (AP) — Michael 
Chang's first ever appearance in 
Milan was short lived — just S3 
minutes. 

The fourth-seeded American 
lost in straight sets to Cart- U we 
Steeb Tuesday night in a first- 
round match of the $600,000 
Milan Indoor Tennis Tournament 
and admittedly started the year 
“not in the best way.” 

Chang was overwhelmed by 
the imseeded German player in 
tfc-j first set, spoiled chances of a 
raSy in the tecsnd oed was faced 
with 3 o-t, 7-3 'jpset 
The lS-year-c-= aeed, who had 
been eliminated in the very first 
round cf the I talian Often in 
Rome last year, said Italy 
apparently brought him bad luck. 

“However I am used to return 
to the otnrnaments where I play- 
ed badly, to prove I can do 
better. I will do it in Milan next 
year,” said Chang, the youngest 
French Open champion in 1SSS. 

Chang said he practiced hard in 
the past few months to strengthen 
his serve and his physical condi- 
tion. 

“! play well in practice, but"! 
am not yet as good in tourna- 
ments,” he said. 

Steeb, 23, recovered from a 
foot surgery which sidelined him 
for several weeks late last year. 


was off to an impressive start and 
broke the opponent's serve three 
times in the first set to cruise to 
6 - 1 . 

Chang missed the opportunity 
to climb 5-2 in the second set 
when be netted two easy - volleys 
and allowed Steeb to fight back to 
44. 

The American again had a 
chance when be broke Steeb’s 
serve and moved to 54. A string 
cf unforced errors cost Chang 
three consecutive games, the set 
and the match. 

Chrng said worries about 
arracks, which kept John McEn- 
roe away from Europe, did not 
influence his performance Tues- 
day night. 

“I decided to come here be- 
cause ATP officials said Milan 
was not considered a dangerous 
place. McEnroe’s decision not to 
come to Milan was his choice," 
he said. 

Steeb said that the victory 
against Chang was a first step for 
improving his ATP ranking and 
regain a place in die German 
Davis Cup team. . 

He was replaced by Michael 
Stich on the German team which 
defeated Italy 3-2 last week. 

Steeb is currently ranked 73rd 
in the ATP lists. Chang is 16th, 
just behind John McEnroe. 


S. African commission slams 
precautions at death stadium 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — A 
South African soccer body has 
s l am med safety precautions at a 
stadium where 42 people died last 
month in the country's worst soc- 
cer riot. 

A three-man commission of the 
National Soccer League (NSL) 
beaded by chief executive Cyril 
Kobus said in a report released 
Tuesday that “human conduct 
and reaction” caused the riot 
after a fight over a controversial 
goal. 

The riot erupted during a 
friendly match between Kaizer 
Chiefs and Orlando Pirates at the 


small Harry Oppenhehner Sta- 
dium in die mining town of 
Orkney on Jan. 13. 

Most of the 42 victims were 
crashed against a fence keeping 
supporters off the pitch or were 
trampled underfoot. 

The NSL investigators said 
their inquiry had found dud 23 
necessary safety precautions were 
not in force at the time. 

A gatekeeper had left his post, 
keeping the gate kicked, there 
were no police on duty to reg- 
ulate the crowd and the stand was 
overcrowded, the report said. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH CMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 

'■ ]»I TrktHiw; Mrtla Senlcci. Inc 

A LITTLE 

Neither vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

* K Q 8 4 
v Q 6 5 

9 s 

* KQ43 

WEST EAST 

* A 5 * 10 97632 

9 J 9 7 7 10 

10 87642 . J 3 
*72 4> A J 10 6 

SOUTH 

* J 

:• A K 8 4 3 2 
v A K Q 
*985 


The bidding: 
South West 

North 

East 

NORTH 
4 K Q 8 

1 Pass 

1 # 

Pass 

9 — 

3 ? 

Pass 

5 9 

Pass 

— 

6 'V 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 

♦ K 


Opening lead: Six of ! 

Seeing only half your side’s assets 
can be a tremendous handicap. This 
hand is from a national women’s 
team championship some years ago. 

North might have been content to 
raise three hearts to game, but she 
intended her jump to five hearts to 
show a good hand with no first- 
round control to cue-bid. South 
misinterpreted it as a general invita- 
tion, promising at leasL one ace, and 
With a pretty good hand for the 
auction she went to slam. 

If the bidding does not elicit rhap- 
sodies, the play was spectacular. De- 
clarer won the first trick with the ace 
of diamonds, cashed the king of 
hearts and crossed to dummy with 


STARDUST 

the queen, on which East discarded 
the two or spades. Not wanting East 

to have the chance to make another 
discard, and sure that a spade could 
not be sneaked through because the 
ace was with West, declarer re- 
turned to hand with (he king of 
diamonds and led the jack of 
spades. West took the ace and exited 
overcautiousiy with a heart and the 
stage was set. 

Declarer won and cashed the 
queen of diamonds and two more 
rounds of rrumps, reducing the 
hand to this position: 


EAST 
* 10 9 7 


SOUTH 

* — 

3 

*98 5 

On the Iasi trump West made a 
fatal error by discarding the ten of 
diamonds rather than the five of 
spades. The king of clubs was 
sluffed from the table and East, 
convinced that declarer held the 
missing spade, let go of the ace of 
clubs. Now declarer scored all three 
cl her clubs to land the slam. 


“It had been a long year and I was 
tired. I had lost like eight times in 
the first round. I didn't start play- 
ing again until two weeks ago." 

Gomez bad secured a break in 
the third set against Devening, a 
qualifier, to lead 4-1. Devening 
got the break bade when Gomez’s 
erratic serve went astray. Gomez 
served two double fault’s in a row 
to lose the eighth game. 

But the 30-year old Gomez still 
had enough in bus steaming pas- 
sing shots to break back and then 
bold at 54 for the match. 

Also advancing to the second 
round were Kevin Curren, David 
Pate, Mark Kratzmann of Austra- 
lia and Guillaume Raonx of 
France. 

Correa came from behind Tues- 
day to beat Scott Davis 7-5, 63. 
Curren ranks 70th, and Davis, 
who recently won the Australian 
Open doubles title with Pate, 
ranks 61st 

Down 3-5 in the first set, Curren 
won five straight games which 
fuelled his confidence and strong 
serve. 


Pate defeated Paul Chamberlin 
63. 7-5, Kratzmann edged Fin- 
land’s Veil Palobeimo, 63, 7-6 
(7-1) and Raoux beat Brian Gar- 
row 61, 61. 

. Meanwhile McEnroe says next 
y ear he’ll either be near the top of 
the tennis world or be mostly a 

“If I'm not in the top five this 
year, then I'm just going to play a 
couple of tournaments next year 
and that’ll be it,” the 32-year-okl 
McEnroe after said. 

“I never used to set goals, but 
now I should have a guideline,” he 
said. “If I drop down to no. 10. 1 
won’t play." 

McEnroe, seeded fourth in the 
event, played like someone in the 
top five, streaking id win the last 
nine games of his first round 
match with Andrew Sznajder 63, 
60. 

“I played pretty well, consider- 
ing,” McEnroe said. “T take re- 
sults with a grain of salt now. Tins 
is just (Dee a stop on the way to 
bigger tournaments. I'm not going 
to worry about results." 


NEW YORK (R) — Sugar Ray 
Leonard finished his four rounds 
of sparring, sending his opponent 
sprawling with a crushing left 
book to tire head and impressing 
just about everyone in the gym 
except tire five-time world cham- 
pion himself. 

But Leonard's reluctance, to 
say he was pleased with bis per- 
formance probably had some- 
tiring to do with honouring his 
skills as a world-class ring psydho- 


Both the gym work and the 
head work was in prepar ation for 
Iris attempt to take away the 
World Boxing Council (WBC) 
154 pound (TO kg) super welter- 
weight tide from fellow American 
Terry Norris in a scheduled 12- 
round fight Saturday night in 


Madison Square garden. 

Leonard, 34-1-1, has been 
known to try just about anything 
in an attempt to Arrow off bis 
opponent’s concentration. 

“Aagfa, I just tripped him,” the 
34-year-old Leonard said with 
just a hint of a smile after his 
workout. “It’s no big deaL It 
happens all the time. I've been 
knocked down. I’ve knocked 
down other guys.” 

Too much should not be made 
of a sparring session. But 
Leonard, who will turn 35 in 
May, had to be pleased by bis 
performance Tuesday. “ 

He slipped punches in the first 
round, mugged a bit in the second 
round and even switched to a 
right-hand lead for some of the 
third round before s tart i ng to 


Tapie stays as president, 
players drop strike' threat 


Becker may play in Brussels 
indoor tennis championships 


BRUSSELS, Belgium (AP) — 
German Boris Becker has asked 
for a wild card in next week's 
Donnay Indoor Championships 
to maintain his no. 1 world rank- 
ing and defend the title in the 
ATP Tour event, officials said 
Tuesday. 

Tournament Director Jean- 
Noel Bioul said Becker’s agent. 
Ion Tiriac, requested the entry 
and noted the Australian Open 
champion is assessing his recov- 
ery from last weekend’s Davis 
Cup matches before m akin g a 
final decision.. 

££;c2 skid he expects Becker's 
decision by Wednesday after- 
noon. 

Becker's immediate challen- 
gers in the world rankings, Stefan 
Edberg of Sweden, and Amer- 
icans Andre Agassi and Michael 
Chang are the other top attrac- 
tions in the weeklong event. 

If Becker does not play in the 
ATP Tour event he won last year, 
“Edberg would become no. 1 
again," said tour spokeswoman 
Meg Donovan. 

Becker replaced Edberg atop 


the ranking by winning the Au- 
stralian Open on Jan. 27. 

If Becker fails to show, it 
would mark the shortest stay ever 
at the top of men’s tennis. 

Czechoslovak Ivan Lendl held 
the no. 1 ranking less than four 
weeks in August 1985 but re- 
gained it later and held it for 
three straight years. 

Australia’s John Newcombe 
held it for less than two months in 
1974, his only spell at the top 
during his long career. 

Becker has a 133-point lead in 
the world standings over Edberg. 
The Brussels title has ISC points 
at stake. 

Without his appearance. Beck- 
er would revert to 3,766 points in 
the complicated ATP Tour rank- 
ing system, while Edberg would 
remain at 3,802, Donovan said. 

After working for five years to 
reach the top, Becker, 23, 
apparently does not want to relin- 
quish the distinction by just sit- 
ting around. 

“He definitely wants to play/' 
said tournament official Michel 
Masquelier. 


PARIS (R) — Bernard Tapie has 
decided to stay on as Marseille 
president despite a one-year ban 
which rales him out of official 
soccer activities. 

Tapie has decided “to retain 
his duties as president and to 
continue to assume all of iris 
responsibilities,” the dub said in 
a statement. 

Marseille captain Jean-Pierre 
Papin told reporters after the 
announcement that players were 
calling off a planned strike. 

Last week a disciplinary com- 
mittee banned milli onaire Tapie 
for 12 months, the last four of 
which were suspended, for 
“damaging sporting morale anti 
insulting referees.” 

He was also banned from the 
touchline and some dressing 
rooms at matches. 

The ban provoked demonstra- 
tions by fans in Marseille, who 
were afraid the president might 
quit the dub, and provoked the 
threat of a strike in his s u p p ort by 
the team’s players. 

Bet earlier Tuesday, French 
Football Federation (FFF) chief 
Jean Fournet-Fayard said in an 
interview that the ban did not 
prevent Tapie from continuing to 
control tiie dub. 

“There is nothing to stop him 
administering his dub and being 
its president." Fournet-Fayard 
told the soccer weekly France 
Football. 

He also indicated the penalties 
on Tapie were not as r e stri c ti ve as 
first believed. - - — - 

He said the match ban involved 


only the referee’s and opposition 
dressing rooms. “Nobody has 
told Bernard Tapie he can’t go 
into his team's dressing room, 
he said. 

He said the ban on official 
activities meant only that Tapie 
could not represent Marseille 
with the federation or league. 

“Let us put things in their 
proper perspective. Bernard 
Tapie can continue to assume the 
economic administration of the 
dub.” 

Tapie still has until the end of 
the week to lodge an appeal 
against his ban. 

Andre Soulier, the lawyer who 
chaired the committee which 
took the measures against Tapie, 
said in a separate interview with 
France Football the popular 
assumption that the Marseille 
president had been banned pure- 
ly for insulting re fer ee s was a 
misconception. 

He said his committee re- 
garded the offence of “damaging 
spotting morale” for more 
seriously. 

This related to a tape recording 
of a phone conversation between 
Marseille's Director General 
Jean-Pierre Bernes and a Yugos- 
lav agent, be added. 

The committee's findings said 
tire sole purpose of the conversa- 
tion had been to obtain informa- 
tion to harm Marseille’s oppo- 
nents or Co silence them. 

Bernes was suspended for six 
-months, also for d amaging sport- 
ing morale. 


Lewis: Ben Johnson will not be a threat 


RALEIGH, North Carolina (R) 
— World 100-metre record- 
holder Carl Lewis has said be 
doesn’t think archrival Ben John- 
son of Canada will be a threat to 
him this year if Johnson continues 
to ran the way he has indoors. 

“Everybody wants to automati- 
cally give him credit for what he 
(fid on drags,” Lewis said in a 
telephone news conference call 
from Hawaii. 

“We know he can’t produce 
that dean, if he’s dean... so Ben 
is not a thought.” 


Lewis said Johnson “basically 
had to run away from the Amer- 
icans to win a race (indoors this 
year)." 

Johnson, suspended for two 
years and stripped of Us 100- 
metre world record after testing 
positive for a steroid at the 1988 
Olympics, launched his com- 
eback last month by losing races 
to U.S. sprinters Daron Council 
and Andre Cason. He won for 
the first time in three tries on Jan. 
26 by defeating fellow-Canadian 
Brian Morrison and Council in 


Ottawa. 

“People have to realise he is 
not the same athlete off drugs 
that he is on," Lewis said, discre- 
(fiting Johnson’s long layoff as a 
major factor in his defeats. 

Ihe two are under contract to 
meet in Mamlo, Sweden on Aug. 
5 and may race in Zurich two 
days later, but Lewis said his 
primary focus tins year would be to 
wm one or more titles at the 
World Championships in Tokyo 
in late August 

Lewis said he was recovered 


from knee surgery in October and 
predicted he would break his 
world record of 9.92 seconds this 
summer. 

He also said he would long 
jump more than he has in four or 
five years and' planned to com- 
pete in the 200 metres - 

He is in Hawaii tins week to 
participate with training partner 
Leroy Barrel and several Amer- 
ican football and baseball players 
in a made-for-television event 
called the “World’s Fastest 
Athlete.” 


Mutton 9 Jeff 



PAPA IS WvJELL.THATS 
HANGING lNoTHlN’ToCRy 
PICTURES \ ABOUT/ WHV 
UPSTAIRS \ DIDN’T YOU 
AND NE NIT JUST LAUGH? 
HIS FINGER 
WITrtTHE jfeuJZ 
HAMMER? m££&' 



■mil 


CAN I 
LAUGH 
i NOW, 

’ MAMA 

fe. 


ml 




Andy Capp 


but NonrouiTE 

^ SO OFTEN 


I'M BUSHED/ PLO-I MUST 

t BESETTING Fwsrrr— /*-> 




t\VJ 


15 IT TRUE THAT ATTORNEY'S 
ARE MORE LIKELY TO SUFFER 
PEPRE55I0N THAN OTHER PEOPLE? 


fS'-’i 


I DOUBT 
IT... . 


AFTER A TRIAL, MY 
CLIEKIT5 ARE ALWAYS MORE 
DEPRESSED THAN I AM.. 


work the body and the head very x acccpt £«e risksfrotn 

seriously. , ^ said while pabeotty 

After being hit by Lf owL orange, “ff I tned 

Derwin Meharis, a 2IW jmnw under- 

middleweight. lay stmroed cmtbe a fighter." 

canvas for a fwmom^ before ***“7 Leonard raid. is going 

being helped to his feet. He jwt J*™*' He's going 

“I couldn’t Mfc for anythmg divmon." 

more than drat if I was damn® the n»st snan* ^ at the 
him (Leonard) ” said Gfl Clancy, It ^*hnt this proud fighter 
a veteran fight managmand tde- JP****® m Ofanpic gold medal 
vision analyst. “From what I see, aEO and 

! ddnTIK *ouuu taock our K b*> 


gently shook his bead and said, 
“damn." 

“I couldn’t ask for anythmg 
more than drat if I was training 
him (Leonard) ” said GO Clancy, 
a veteran fight manager and tele- 
vision analyst. “From what I see, 
I tWilc he's gonna knock oat 
' Norris." . ■ . 

Norris, 23, almost destroyed 
Julian Jackson in the first r ound 

in July, 1989, before getting care- 
less and cocky in the second 
round when Jackson knocked 
him out. 

But before that, Norris, 263. 
broke Jackson’s cheekbone and 
opened up a cut on his month that 
took 17 stitches to dose. Norris 
won the WBC title by knocking 
ont John Mugabi in the first 
round last March- 

Leonaxd was asked why he had 
chosen to fight Norris. 

“This is what I do. I enjoy 
this,” said Leonard, a nmlti- 
milHn nairc, as he sat on the ring 
apron on the second floor of the 
gym in one of the seediest parts of 
Manhattan, about eight blocks 
from Madison Square Garden. 


made some concession to age^S* 
Tm more economical now (m 
what he does in the ring.) “>ur 
body gives off the same 
when you’re younger, but S*» 

<fidn’t Bsten to them tiieo. Asyou 
«a oWcx yoa Ksteo to yoor body 

say take a day off or sp® 
rounds instead of four rounds . 
Leonard said. 

Leonard refused to acknow- 
wto-e age much beyond that, 
except to say that pcopte 

sbooldn’t let a particular 

you what 

He refused to talk about retme- 
mem and when the 
pored a bit dif fcieol ^*®S5 

b^if he talked to retired fighters 

about when they knew it was time 

to get out of the ring, he *#«* 
“No. I Think it’s COntaglOUS- 



THE BETTER HALF, 

I HARRiS " 
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By Harris 


“This doesn’t taste so bad after 
all. My taste buds went numb 
three bites ago." 


Unscramble there tour Jumbles, 
one I attar to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


TACUE 


KROOB 


NUPWOT 


ENKASH 


Answer hem: 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME* 
m bv Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


C ^ ‘ 


You don't 
look well 


HOW THE BALL- 
PLAYER FELT ON 
AN OFF OAY. 

I 

Now arrange the d ruled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as suo- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: NEWSY GOOSE SECEDE HERESY 

Answer: What it takes to "bride" one’s tongue — 
HORSE SENSE 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Bomico Gordon 


ACROSS 
1 Sad word 
S Stallone role 
10 Religious 


14 Fiji port 

15 Sky hunter 

16 Pianist Paler 

17 Certain star 

19 Fr. town 

20 Most austere 

21 A gender 
23 One of the 


24 Romantic 
interlude 

25 Mothers 
tenderly 

29 Vehicles 

32 Divert 

33 Give — (aid) 

34 Period 

35 Beverage 
nut 

36 Court paper 

37 Make level 

38 Addition to' a 


39 Raft mover 

40 Good reason 

41 Winner in a 
fight 

43 Deli Inhabitant 

44 Monogram 
parts: abbr. 

45 Dog 

46 Romance 
language 

48 Stopped 

53 Finishes 

54 Musical gamut 

56 Pickling 
spice 

57 Wipe clean 

58 Wheel shaft 

59 Sailing word 

60 Took a 
chance 

61 Stadium part 
DOWN 

1 Homed vipers 

2 Entice 

3 Tel — 

4 Likewise 

5 Western 
shows 


flHHi 


!■■ ISfiBHaa 


BRaiSSid 

isjssssM 


6 Emerged — Y ******* P note Solved: 

7 Building in ' 

Philadelphia 

B — voyage 
9 Spottity 

10 Slap in the 
face 

11 Instrument 

12 Shield border 

13 Racehorse 
(1950 leading 
money winnw) 

18 Napoleon's 
Grande — 

22 Islet: Eng. 

24 More frigid 

25 Used an oven 

26 Soap plant 

27 Instrument 

% K; l ir* * 

s a-* s » -r* 

36 Established 46 Helenas 51 Fr ‘ fashior 

37 Road surface mother magarlne 

39 Agony 47 Blue dye ?-°« or <fo 


'UL1L1LJ ULlCjan' riFin 
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onng aaaaa aBgg 
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48 Slightly open 

49 Beat it! 

50 Vehicle for 
hire 

51 Fr. fashion 
magazine 

52 Roe or doe 
as Macaw 
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Treasury urges major reform 
to ailing U.S. bank industry 
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WASHINGTON (R) — The 
Treasury Department Tuesday 
proposed the most sweeping re- 
forms of the ailing U.S. banking 
industry since the 1930s depress- 
ion, aiming to prevent a repeat of 
the massive bailout of the na- 
tion’s savings and loans institu- 
tions. 

The long-awaited ' propo sals 
would scrap depression-era. rules 
that prevent commercial hanky 
from dealing is the risky 
businesses of securities, mutual 
funds and insurance. 

They wood limit insurance on 
big bank deposits and allow 
banks to expand nationwide. 

Banking reform has been 
under consideration for years but 
it has taken on added urgency as 
bank failures have increased and 
' the fund that insures deposits has 
been rapidly depleted. 

Treasury Secretary Nicholas 
Brady tokl a news conference 
wide-ranging reform of banking 
laws would aid the economy by 
strengthening banks and helping 
them compete in world markets. 


“We are trying to do something 
that strengthens the American 
banking system, provides more 
services to the consumer and 
makes sure we do something ab- 
out the situation where the top 
U.S. bank (ranks) number 27 in 
the world,” he said. 

He expressed dismay that out 
of 30 of the world's largest banks, 
only one is American — Citi- 
bank. Twenty years ago, nine 
U.S. banks were ranked among 
the biggest and U.S. firms occu- 
pied the three top positions. 

Brady also said laws restricting 
interstate branching of banks 
were outdated especially when 
Ibe European Community was 
moving towards full integration. 

“A California bank can open a 
branch in Birmingham, England, 
but not in Bir mingham , Alaba- 
ma,” be said. 

The industry’s current prob- 
lems stem largely from real estate 
loans that soured with slumping 
land values as recession has tight- 
ened its grip on the economy. For 


many institutions the real estate 
woes came after years of writing 
off problem loans to Third World 
countries. 

Many analysts, however, be- 
lieve U.S. banks can ensure their 
long-term future only if the gov- 
ernment scraps the regulatory 
system devised during the 1930s, 
when millions lost their life sav- 
ings amid financial upheaval. 

The mass failure of banks in 
that era led to die creation of the 
Federal Deposit Insurance Cor- 
poration, which now insures each 
account held by a depositor up to 
$100,000 at all member institu- 
tions. 

In its reform proposal, the 
Treasury said deposit insurance 
had been extended well beyond 
its intended scope and should be 
Hunted immediately to $100,000 
per person at any one institution. 

In the long term, rite Treasury 
aims to set an insurance cap for 
each depositor regardless of the 
number of accounts at different 

hyplre 

The Treasury reform also 


would mark the demise of the 
Glass-Steagall act, which sepa- 
rated commercial banking from 
other financial activities such as 
stock underwriting. 

The 1933 law was passed to 
prevent banks from losing deposi- 
tors’ money in non -banking 
activity that was deemed too ris- 
ky. Recent legal changes have 
chipped away at the wall separat- 
ing the two industries, permitting 
some banks limited ability to 
underwrite securities through 
subs diaries. 

Under the propsoed reform, 
healthy banks would be allowed 
to enter the securities, mutual 
fund and insurance businesses. In 
addition, financial companies 
would be permitted to own finan- 
cially sound banks. 

The proposal to allow federally 
chartered bank companies to ex- 
pand nationwide within three 
years is something long sought by 
big banks that have been ham- 
mered by regional economic 
problems and want to seek more 
diverse markets. 


Iran sets new petrol prices, lifts controls 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran Wednes- 
day set new petrol prices and 
lifted the last restrictions on pet- 
rol sales imposed at the start of 
the Iran-Iraq war in 1980. 

Tehran radio quoted Oil Muns- 
ter Gholamreza Aqazadeh as 
saying motorists could now bay 
regular and premium petrol at 50 
and 70 riyals (about four and six 
cents at the open market ex- 
change rate) per litre, respective- 
ly, with no restriction. 

The decision abolishes a two- 
price system in force since 1986, 
when motorists were allowed to 
buy unlimited am ounts of regular 
petrol at 60 riyals (about five 
cents) per litre in addition to 
limited rations sold at half that 
price. 

Premium petrol was rationed 
and piked at 80 riyals (about 
seven cents) a litre. 

Rationing was introduced in 
September 1980. Many of Iran’s 


ofi production and refining facili- 
ties were damaged in die eight- ' 
year war with Iraq, forcing it to 
rely on imports for about a quar- 
ter of its needs for refined pro- 
ducts.' 

Aqazadeh said the planned in- 
crease in capacity of war- 
damaged Abadan refinery to 
280,000 barrels per day during 
the coming year was a factor in 
lifting the restrictions. 

Oranges in prices of other re- 
fined products would be 
announced in future, the radio 
quoted die minister as saying. 

A senior official of die Nation- 
al Iranian Ofl Co. (NIOC) said 
that Iran does not expect its ofl 
exports to be disrupted by the 
Gulf war. 

“I don’t think that will happen 
— it’s very unlikely,” Javad Yar- 
jani, general manager of crude ofl 
marketing and exports, told Reu- 
ters. 


Iran exports crude oil from 
Kharg Island in the northern 
Gulf, but Japanese shipowners 
and seamen’s unions have agreed 
that Japanese-crewed ships will 
not sail off Iraq, Kuwait and 
Saudi Arabia. 

They have also banned 
Japanese ships from crossing west 
of longitude 52 degrees east in the 
Gulf. 

Iran now offers a shuttle ser- 
vice to Lavan Island for ships 
unwilling to approach any doser 
to the war zone. 

It charges 50 cents a barrel for 
the service, less than that which 
Japanese buyers say it costs for 
them to go all the way to Kharg. 
Industry sources say this fee is 
likely to be increased soon as it is 
uneconomical for Iran. 

Yarjani said a giant ofl slick in 
the Gulf had not had any impact 
on exports so far. But he said it 


was difficul t to judge the poten- 
tial effect until it reached an 
export facility. 

Yarjani, who will head NIOC’s 
first Far East office in Singapore 
in the middle of February, said 
Iran is currently producing more 
than three milli on barrels per day 
(b/d) of crude ofl. A Reuter 
survey put its output in Decem- 
ber at 3.25 mini on b/d. 

The government plans to in- 
crease production to 4.5 million 
b/d by die end of its five-year plan 
which started in March 1990. 

Iran currently sells 700.000 to 
750,000 b/d of crude ofl and some 
fuel oil to the Far East as well, he 
said. 

He said the initial aim of the 
Singapore office was to get a feel 
of the market and then perhaps 
become a trading centre for Ira- 
nian crude ofl and products for 
this part of the world. 
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U.S. doBar 

663.0 

667.0 

Japanese yea (fix 100) 

513.7 

516.8 

Pound Stating 

1322-3 

1330.2 

Dntdi guilder 

404.1 

4065 

Dentscbemaifc 

455.3 

458.0 

Swedbti crown 

121.4 

122.1 

Swiss franc 

535.4 

538.6 

Mil So (for 1019 

60.6 

61 JO 

French franc 

133.8 

134.6 

Belgian franc (for 10) 

220.1 

221.4 



LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsesaou 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.9935/4 5 

1.1585/95 

1.4548/55 

1.6395/6405 

1.2401/08 

30.01/03 

4.9495 MS 

1093/1094 

132.70/80 

5.4575/25 

5.6900/50 

5.6000/50 

361.00/361.50 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 
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By Rentas _ . . . 

SYDNEY — The All Ordinaries Index closed 5.8 points down at 
1348.6. ’The Majority of buy orders were from overseas, and 
after they were completed by mid to late morning, most activity 
stopped,” said an Australian dealer. 

TOKYO — The market dosed firmer but sharply off its highs as a 
morning rally quickly lost steam. The Nikkei dosed up 130.47 or 
0.55 per cent at 23,952. 

HONG KONG — Prices dosed higher after rebounding from a 
light profit-taking session around midday.' The Hang Seng gained 
20.05 to 3365.46. 

SINGAPORE — Prices dosed mixed after profit-taking alternated 
with selective bargain-hunting in active trade. The Straits Times 
industrial index slipped 0.82 to 1,286.17. 

BOMBAY — Prices dosed mixed after die exchange rel a x e d 
curbs on trading, allowing greater liquidoy; The BSE index fell 
8.42 to 1,061.87. 

FRANKFURT — Prices dosed 0.7 per cent lower after a quiet, 
featureless session. The Dax fell 10.16 to 1,428.69. 

ZORICH — Swiss shares finished mostly easier but off the day's 
lows in moderate trading. The all-share SP1 Index fell 7.9 to 9393 
and die Blue Chip SMI Index 17.5 to 1,455.1. 

PARIS — Profit-taking nibbled away at stocks but prices finished 
only slightly lower as investors continued to inject cash into the 
market. The CAC-40 Index fell 8.27 to 1,598.11. 
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Report warns Japanese of 
recession if Gulf war 
spreads, cuts flow of oil 


TOKYO (R) — A serious wide- 
ning of the Gulf war resulting in 
major damage to Middle Eastern 
oil-fields could drive Japan’s eco- 
nomy into recession, a bank- 
affiliated research institute fore- 
cast Wednesday. 

Japan’s grass national product 
(GNP) could fall by one per cent 
in the year starting April if Israel 
retaliates against Iraq and the 
Gulf war widens to include other 
Arab nations such as Syria, the 
Japan Research Institute said in a 
report. 

Such a war could damage oil- 
fields throughout the Middle East 
and crude prices could jump to 
$50 to $100 a barrel as a result of a 
serious ofl shortage, die Sumito- 
mo Bank affiliate said. 

An ofl shortage would worsen 
Japan’s economic fanriamuntalc 
and the dollar could firm to 150 to 
180 yen. it said. 

Crude ofl prices are currently 
around $20 a barrel and the dollar 
is worth about 129 yen. 

An escalation of the war could 
put Japan's current account into a 
deficit of some $100 billion in 
1991/92, it said. 

The government has estimated 
that Japan's current account sur- 
plus in 1990/91 will narrow to $32 


billion from $53.4 trillion in 198 9/ 
90. 

Wholesale prices could surge by 
more than 15 per cent and con- 
sumer prices by more than three 
per cent in 1991/92 from a year 
earlier, the report said. 

If the Golf war ended in about 
three months with no serious 
damage to major oil-fields, 
Japan's GNP growth in 1991/92 
was likely to be 0.2 percentage 
points less than the expected 
growth of 3.7 per cent Crude ofl 
prices would move between $20 
and $30 a barrel and the dollar 
would fluctuate in a 130 to 140 yen 
band, it said. 

If the war caused some damage 
to oil-fields, crude ofl prices could 
firm to between $30 and $40 per 
barrel and the dollar remain com- 
paratively weak in a 125 to 135 
yen band due to expectations of 
slack U.S, economic growth, die 
report said. 

Given this scenario, Japan’s 
1991/92 GNP could grow at a raze 
of 0.7 percentage points less than 
the projected 3.7 per cent level. 

A war lasting about three 
months, even with damage to 
ofl -fields, would have limited im- 
pact on domestic prices, it said. 


Gulf crisis cost 
Alitalia $1 30m 


ROME (R) — Italy’s state airline 
Alitalia, dedaring a further loss 
for 1990, said Tuesday the Gulf 
crisis had cost it more than $100 

milli on _ 

Company managers told a par- 
liamentary commission the crisis 
had cost die company 143 billion 
lire ($130 million) through in- 
creases in fuel prices and insur- 
ance premiums together with a 
loss of income from cancelled 
flights. 

Alitalia’s passenger bookings 
ell 22 per cent over the last part of 


1990, after Iraq invaded Kuwait 
in August, and the company said 
the slump would continue 
through the first part of 1991, at 
least 

It said it had suffered massive 
cancellations for next Easter and 
summer and forecast a 17 per 
cent drop in flight bookings over 
the whole year. 

The company dedared a group 
loss of 97 billion fire ($88 million) 
for 1990, down from 217 billion 
lire ($197 million) the previous 
year. 


to back ailing dollar 


LONDON (R) — European cen- 
tral banks joined the U.S. Feder- 
al Reserve (Fed) to buy dollars 
Wednesday in concerted market 
intervention after the American 
currency touched an all-time 
traded low of 1.4535 marks, deal- 
ers and monetary officials said. 

Dealers in New York said the 
U.S. central bank bought dollars 
there at around 1.4570 marks. 

The central banks of Spain, 
France, Italy and Austria also 
announced they were buying dol- 
lars. Dealers said Germany’s 
Bundesbank was in die market 
too. 

Despite the intervention, the 
dollar began falling again. It was 
quoted near its low of 1.4535 at 


1530 GMT. 

Against the Japanese currency 
it was quoted at 129.85. 

On Tuesday, the Fed acted 
alone four times to support the 
currency, while nine central 
banks joined it to prop up the 
dolar Monday in the first such 
concerted action since early last 
year. 

The dollar was hit late last 
week by the combination of a half 
percentage point cot in the U.S. 
key discount rate to six per cent 
and an increase in two key Ger- 
man rates. 

Some dealers said signs of 
weak U.S. economic petform- 
ance might prompt a further art 
in U.S. interest rates. 


Pan Am to cut 4,000 
jobs due to Gulf war 


NEW YORK (AP) — Pan Am 
Corp. said Tuesday it would cut 
4,000 jobs and reduce service to 
Europe because of the sharp de- 
cline in air travel due to the Golf 
war. 

The straggling airline said it 
was not eliminating any Euro- 
pean destinations but reducing 
the frequency of flights, combin- 
ing destinations and using smaller 
airplanes. 

“The precipitous decline in de- 
mand for trans-Atlantic travel re- 
quires painful action,” Pan Am 
Chairman Thomas Plaskett said 
in a statement. 

“We cannot absorb revenue 
loss without taking severe steps to 
lower our costs commensurate 
with die reduced revenue,” he 
said. 

Pan Am «>iri the total person- 
nel cuts includes employee trans- 


fers and reductions related to Pan 
Am's sale of fts London routes to' 
United Airlines, a deal scheduled 
for completion later this month. 

The carrier said nearly all of 
the cats will occur at its principal 
subsidiary. Pan American World 
Airways, which has reduced its 
trans-Atlatic schedule more than 
35 per cent because of the war- 
related malaise. 

Earlier this month, before the 
United Nation's Jan. 15 deadline 
for Iraq to leave Kuwait, Pan Am 
suspended service to Israel, Saudi 
Arabia, Greece, Tbrkey. Pakis- 
tan and Kenya. 

Pan Am said it had replaced 
112 -seat Boeing 747 with 392-seat 
A310s on destinations to Europe. 
Pan Am now serves 30 cities in 
Europe and India, and said it 
would combine destinations on 
one flight to further cut costs. 


The National Association of 
the Pre-School Education 

is organizing 

a march for supporting Iraqi . 
children persistence fight 

to express the anger and condemnation of Jordan's 

children against the American aggression. 

Therefore the association appeals to fellow teachers, 
citizens, pre-school, students to participate in this 

march which will take off from Vocational-Professional 
Association on Friday at 9:30 towards the U.N. 
representative office. 

The management of the association. 


Israel appeals 
for return of 
foreign firms 


TEL AVIV (AP) — The Israeli 
business community, hurting from 
the effects of the Gulf war, 
appealed Tuesday for the return 
of foreign customers, airlines and 
shipping companies that fled be-, 
fore the war erupted. 

"Israel is not under siege, and 
the world should come and do 
business,” Dan Gfllennan, presi- 
dent of the Federation of Israeli 
Chambers of Commerce, told a 
news conference. 

The finance ministry estimates 
die Israeli economy will take a $3 
billion debit from Aug. 2, when 
the Gulf crisis started, through 

Feb. 15. 

Other estimates are lower, but 
they still would mark substantial 
setbacks for an economy that in 
1990 registered 1.6 per cent 
growth of a gross domestic pro- 
duct of 102 billion shekels ($51 
billion). 

Industry ministry officials say 
most manufacturing sectors have 
returned to 85 per cent of produc- 
tion levels before fighting started. 
But the buildiiig materials sector is 
at only half hs previous level 
because most labourers who are 
Palestinians were under curfew in 
the occupied territories and un- 
able to report for work. 

Especially hard hit, Gfllennan 
said, is the domestic market for 
consumer durables, which is down 
at least 70 per cent 

‘Teople are not in tire mood to 
buy,” he said. 

Low domestic sales arc affecting 
production, and a survey Tuesday 
in the Yedioth Afaroooth news- 
paper said advertising is down 
about 70 per cent 

Israel has been hit by about 30 


Iraqi missiles since Jan. 18, and 
civil defence restrictions — no 
movie screenings, plays or con- 
certs are permitted — have knock- 
ed the entertainment industry 
completely off the economic 
charts. 

Yet, “the Israeli economy 
proved itself very strong and vi- 
able” and ports, airports, banks 
and foreign trade services all con- 
tinued to function, claimed Giller- 
man. 

"We want the international 
business community to resume 
business with Israel,” he said, 
calling especially for a return of 
foreign shippers, insurers and air- 
lines. 

Only the Israeli El A1 airline 
now has regular flights, as 22 
foreign airlines stopped flying to 
Israel during the buildup to the 
war. 

Gflterman claimed Israel could 
be “one of the most exciting 
growth areas in the world” with 
annual economic growth rates of 
10 per cent fuelled by mass im- 
migration, especially from the 
Soviet Union. 

The country is now in economic 
Mmbo and the government warns 
that Iraq still might be able to hit 
Israel with poison gas. 

Many people stop work at 3 
p.m. so they can be with their 
families in the everting, when most 
missfles fell. 

Those lost working boors are 
calculated into the economic dam- 
age Israel has suffered, but some 
factories compensate by adding 
shifts on Friday, the eve of the 
Jewish Sabbath, thus returning to 
the six-day week. 


Lloyd’s allows insurance 
against guerrilla attacks 
on land during wartime 



LONDON (AP) — The Lloyd’s 
of London insurance market con- 
firmed Tuesday ft has decided to 
allow itt" underwriters to insure 
against guerrilla attacks otLjand 
during wartime, such as the 
bombings of airline and bank 
offices. 

The decision was made by the 
market’s war committee in the 
middle of last week, and was 
effective immediately, said 
Michael Cockefl, chairman of 
Lloyd's War Committee. 

“There’s been a feeling of de- 
mand for it and I think ft is quite 
large, not least from among ener- 
gy people,” Cock ell said, refer- 
ring to ofl platforms and other 
energy-related facilities. 

The underwriters insure 
against guerrilla attacks on land 
outside war. 

The underwriters will continue 
to be excluded from covering 
general damage caused by war on 
land, under a more than 50-year- 
old exclusion agreement between . 
tire market and British insurance 
com panies . 

The exclusion was established 
after insurers realised during the 


Spanish civil war the extent of 
damage that aerial bombing 
"could inflict. 

“This was an area of doubt and 
,this decision is an attempt for us 
to clarify that area. When there is 
a war on, there is a question as to 
whether terrorism and sabotage 
was caused by war. There was the 
concern that certain people might 
use tire war exclusion for not 
responding to a claim. It’s that 
area that worries clients,” Cock- 
ell said. 

The underwriters insure 
against terrorism against com- 
mercial aviation and stripping 
targets, whether there is a war or 
not. The market long has special- 
ised in insuring against wax risks 
for planes and ships. 

The underwriters will be 
allowed to expand into the new 
area as long as it doesn’t exceed 
five per cent of a syndicate’s 
capacity, Lloyd’s said. 

The new insurance cover will 
be available in Britain and over- 
seas, with the higher risk prop- 
erties, cheats, and geographical 
areas com m anding higher rates, 
Lloyd's said. 


1EA raises 1 991 oil 
consumption forecast 


PARIS (R) — The West’s energy 
watchdog body, reacting to a 
sharp drop in crude ofl prices 
since the Gulf war started, has 
raised fts forecast for ofl con- 
sumption in 1991. 

The International Energy 
Agency’s (IEA’s) montiy oil mar- 
ket report, published Tuesday, 
predicted that world consumption 
outride the former East Euro- 
pean trading bloc would average 
53.4 million barrels per day (b/d) 
for the year. 

That world mark a 500,000 b/d 
rise from both the IEA’s 1991 
projection of a month ago, and 
tire average level of world oil 
consumption in 1990. 

Economists at the Paris-based 
1EA based their forecasts on an 
oil price of $20 a barrel instead of 
the $27 price they factored in last 
month. 

The new calculation followed a 
50 per cent drop in market prices 
on the day the war started. Prices 
have been stock at around $20 a 
band since. 

The EEA. which has 21 mem- 
ber countries, estimated actual 
military consumption d urin g the 


first two weeks of the war at 
between 500,000 and 700,000 b/d, 
of which jet aviation fuel made up 
80 per cent 

Military demand is expected to 
average around 300,000 b/d more 
in the first quarter than in the 
fourth quarter of 1990, when 
diplomats were still trying to 
avert the war. The IEA stressed 
that tire figures were tentative. 

But it sdd demand for crude 
would fall by about three milli on 
barrels per day between first and 
second quarters of this year. 

That estimate points to a loom- 
ing problem for the 13-member 
Organisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries (OPEC) once 
winter ends in the northern 
hemisphere. 

OPEC output appeared to be 
responding to the deteriorating 
market in January, when produc- 
tion fell 800,000 b/d to 22.9 mil- 
lion from December, the IEA 
said. 

Saudi Arabia and Iran, which 
both encountered problems ship- 
ping oil from the northern Gulf 
when the war began, each saw 
output fell 300,000 b/d. 


AN INDEPENDENT VILLA 

WANTED FOR RENT 

Furnished or unfurnished. In Al Hummar or Mahis areas or in 
nearby areas. The villa should have a garden of three to ten 
dunums area and garage. 

For (Mail* about your offer please write to P.O. Box 
815448 , Mr. Hassan Al Hussein, and mention: the rent, 
the location and your telephone number. 
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Estonia to go ahead with poll 
despite Gorbachev’s warning 


GENEVA (Agencies) — Estonia 
said Wednesday it was going 
ahead with a March 3 poll to 
determine its future despite 
Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev’s declaration Tuesday 
that a similar exercise this week 
by Lithuania was illegal. 

“The referendum in Estonia 
will be held on March 3 although 
we are aware Oat we axe on a 
collision course with the decisions 
taken yesterday by President 
Gorbachev.” Estonian Foreign 
Minis ter Lennart Men said. 

Men, in Geneva to set out the 
independence aspirations of the 
three Baltic states to the United 
Nations Homan Rights Commis- 
sion, said the Kremlin would 
activate its propaganda machin- 
ery against the Estonian and 
Lithuanian poll plans. 

“We are absolutely sure our 
peoples have readied a decision 
to restore full independence,” he 
added. Advance voting began 
- Monday in Lithuania, while Lat- 
via has yet to set a date for its 
own poll. 

Men said Gorbachev’s own re- 
ferendum to be staged through- 
out the Soviet Union on March 17 
■would achieve no result even if 
the Baltic people voted 100 per 
cent to leave the Soviet Union. 

“That's why the Baltic parlia- 
ments were obliged to organise 
some sort of a preventive referen- 
dum,” be added. 

Lithuania. Georgia and Arme- 
nia have also said they have no 
intention of caking part in the 
March 17 poll. 

“We know that we win be 
represented to the democratic 
world not only as nationlists and 


separatists but also as racists,'’ 
Men said. 

He praised a number of coun- 
tries, notably, Sweden, which had 
taken up the Baltic cause with the 
Human Rights Commission, 
bolding its annual examination of 
abuse around the world. 

Men said he was seeking sup- 
port from democratic countries 
and would press U.N. agencies 
into sending representatives on 
fact-finding missions to the Baltic 
states. 

“We would also be very glad to 
welcome any neutral groups dur- 
ing the referendum,’' he added. 

“But we are very sure that our 
people have readied a decision to 
restore the full independence of 
our occupied states." 

Gorbachev, in a new broadside 
against Lithuania’s pro- 
independence leaders Tuesday, 
illegal a vote this week 
to determine how the Baltic re- 
public’s people view their future. 

Gorbachev issued a decree 
saying next Saturday's vote was 
“without legal foundation, '' 
TASS news agency said. 

But it was not dear whether be 
intended to bait the vote, de- 
scribed by the republic’s leaders 
as an opinion poll, or merely 
disregard its results. 

Lithuanian President Vytautas 
Landsbergjs, chief architect of 
the republic’s drive to restore its 
pne-World War Q independence, 
denounced die decree as 'imper- 
missible interference.’' 

Gorbachev’s decree said the 
vote sought to exploit tensions in 
Lithuania, where 13 unarmed 
civilians died last month when 


Soviet troops stormed a television 
tower in Vilnius. 

“With this poll, Lithuania's 
leaders are trying to generate 
support for their separatist aims." 
the decree said. 

The poll, expected to show 
overwhelming support for inde- 
pendence, asks residents of the 
republic “Do you agree that the 
Lithuanian state should be an 
independent, democratic repub- 
lic?" 

Separatists seek protection 

Meanwhile leaders of an embat- 
tled separatist movement in the 
southern Soviet Republic of 
Georgia appealed Tuesday to 
Gorbachev to send military pat- 
rols there to end weeks of fight- 
ing, reports said. 

More than 20 people have been 
kille d and an estimated 10,000 
have fled South Ossetia, in the 
western comer of multi-ethnic 
Georgia, since the republic's par- 
liament nullified South Ossetia's 
autonomy declaration last month. 

Food supplies ran out Tuesday 
behind barricades set up by South 
Ossetian rnflifant* in Tskhinvali, 
the region’s main city, to keep 
out Georgia natkmlist militia- 
men, TASS reported. Georgia 
cut electricity to the region four 
days ago. 

Clashes also have left 180 peo- 
ple injured, including 80 with 
gunshot wounds, TASS reported. 
Forty-seven Ossetians reportedly 
have been taken hostage by 
Georgians and more are reported 
missing , TASS said. 

It was the worst of several 


ethnic conflicts in the Soviet Un- 
ion in recent years. The national 
everting newscast “Vremya” on 
Tuesday caDed the violence the 
bloodiest on Soviet soil since the 
infamous siege of Leningrad by 
German sol<£ers in 1941-43. 

In Moscow the: Communist 
Party daily Pravda, in a father 
sign of conservative ascendancy, 
attacked liberals and radicals 
Wednesday and called on party 
members to help restore order in 
tire crumbling Soviet Union. 

“It would be criminal and 
ruinous if we entrusted the future 
of this great country to people, 
who, judging by their actions, are 
unscrupulously gambling with the 
fate of whole peoples for the sake 
of their personal political ambi- 
tion,” it said in an unsigned front 
page editorial. 

In recent months Gorbachev 
has swung sharply to the right in a 
bid to end the growing political 
and economic crisis. 

This has boosted the morale of 
conservatives and hardliners, en- 
couraging them to attack their 
retreating opponents. 

“A bloc of so-called democra- 
tic parties and movements is 
forming which openly wants to 
remove the Communist Party 
from the political scene, to break 
society up into hostile camps and 
split the Soviet Union apart,” 
Pravda said. 

Some hardliners say Gor- 
bachev’s perestroika reforms 
have plunged the country into 
crisis and encouraged the spread 
of nationlism, especially in the 
breakaway Baltic republics. 


S. Africa continues abuses — Amnesty 


GENEVA (AP) — Human rights 
violations by South African 
security forces continued even 
though the government of F.W. 
de Klerk had undertaken political 
reforms. Amnesty International 
has said. 

The human rights group said 
the alleged abuses, including tor- 
ture and killing of unarmed civi- 
lians, are due to the security 
forces’ lack of judicial accounta- 
bility. 

Amnesty said De Klerk “has 
taken some initiatives to reduce 
violations of basic civil and poli- 
tical rights," starting with his 
speech to parliament last Febru- 
ary and including Friday's 
announcement that the basic 
apartheid laws will be repealed. 

“However, Amnesty Interna- 
tional remains concerned that se- 
rious human rights violations still 
occur,” Amnesty representative 
Bacre Ndiaye told the U.N. Hu- 
man Rights Commission. 

At least 18 people died in south 
African police custody under 
suspicious circumstances last 
year. Amnesty said. It said the 
government ordered an indepen- 
dent judicial inquiry into only one 


of the cases. 

Some police stations, particu- 
larly one at WelvenSend, are 
named repeatedly as places of 
torture. Amnesty said. 

Security forces continued to 
kill unarmed civilians last year, 
the group said, citing an incident . 
at Sebokeng in March where 
police fired on a peaceful demon- 
stration, killin g five people and 
wounding 161. 

. /^The findings of a judicial com- 
missiou make it apparent that the 
police violated international stan- 
dards in this incident,” the 
London-based group said. 

Security forces detained more 
than 14(1) people incommunica- 
do and without charge last year 
under various emergency regula- 
tions. People were arbitrarily de- 
tained and jailed for peaceful 
political activity. 

Courts sometimes issued in- 
junctions against die police after 
receiving evidence of torture or fll 
treatment untried detainees. 
Amnesty said. 

It urged the government to 
bring laws into line with interna- 
tional human rights standards. 

Amnesty said the government’s 


major challenge this year is tak- 
ing steps to make security forces 
accountable for their actions, 
“thereby contributing to the 
establishment of the rule of law in 
South Africa.” 

The statement came during the 
43-nation U.N. commission’s 
annual debate on South Africa. 

The U-S. anti-apartheid com- 
mittee Tuesday urged the Euro- 
pean community and all other 
nations to keep economic sanc- 
tions on South Africa until a new 
constitution is adopted. 

On Monday, European Com- 
munity (EC) foreign ministers 
said they planned to scrap sanc- 
tions as soon as South Africa’s 
government formally asks parlia- 
ment to repeal key apartheid 
laws. 

The U.N. Special Committee 
Against Apartheid, however, 
Tuesday said that move would be 
premature. 

The committee chairman, 
Nigerian Ambassador Ibrahim A. 
Gambari, said sanctions should 
be maintained to keep bargaining 
pressure on Pretoria until the 
nation adopts a new constitution. 


Cambodia postpones polls 


BANGKOK (AP) — Cambodia's 
Vietnamese-installed government 
has postponed a general election 
planned for this year to promote a 
negotiated settlement of the coun- 
try’s civil war, the Cambodian 
News Agency (SPK) reported 
Wednesday. 

Chea Sim, the no. 2 man in the 
ruling communist-style party, 
urged the guerrillas to respond by 
agreeing to a truce and moving 
ahead in peace talks, the govern- 
ment’s SPK reported. 

The state radio said if the guer- 
rillas do not want peace, Phnom 
Penh will hold parliamentary elec- 
tions in 1992 to conform with the 
constitution. A text of Tuesday’s 
broadcast was seen in Bangkok 
Wednesday. 

The goveraement and the three 
guenilla groups have been en- 
gaged in slow-moving talks on a 
U.N. plan to end the 12-year-old 
war. The plan calls for the United 
Nations to disarm the factions and 
be extensively involved in Cambo- 
dia's interim administration be- 
fore organising an election. 

Chea Sim, chairman of the 
National Assembly, spoke at the 
assembly's closing session Satur- 
day, the SPK report said. 

He said the assembly, formed in 
1981, already had extended its 
mandate five years, to this year. 

“In reality, we are in a position 
to unilaterally organise the gener- 
al elections in the framework of 
the state of Cambodia.” Chea Sim 
said. 

“But to favour the national re- 
conciliation and the efforts of the 
international community for a 
political solution to the Cambo- 
dian problem, we agreed to ex- 
tend the National Assembly calls 
on the other side ... to move 
forward to put an end to the 
conflict,” he said. 

But Chea Sim again rejected the 
guerrillas' demand that the gov- 
ernment and army be dissolved 
before election so they cannot' 
manipulate the vote. Phnom Penh 
calls that a violation of the U.N. 


charter and an invitation for 
attacks by the Khmer Rouge, the 
strongest guerrilla group. 

The U.N. draft agreement was 
explained to the Vietnamese in 
Hanoi last week by U.N. Deputy 
Undersecretary General Rafeeud- 
din Ahmad, Indonesian Foreign 
Minister Ali Alatas and French 
Deputy Foreign Minister Edwige 
A vice. But the visit by the main 
organisers of the International 
Conference on Cambodia — the 
main forum for a peace agreement 
— did not appear to have shifted 
Hanoi’s position. 

There have been differing inter- 
pretations over the agreement 
with the guerrillas claiming it calls 
for the dissolution of the govern- 
ment. 

It was not yet dear bow the 
U.N. officials described the agree- 
ment to the Vietnamese last 
week. 

In a commentary on those talks, 
Vietnam’s state radio Monday re- 
peated that, “it is necessary to 
maintain the present political and 
military status quo in Cambodia, 
that is. the existence of a ervij 
administration and an army.” 

After the Vietnam talks, thai- 
land and Indonesia offered to 
meet with the Cambodian factions 
to try .to resolve their dis- 
agreements over the U.N. plan, but 
no 'date has been set. 

Cambodia’s National Assembly 
was chosen in May 1981, 2 V6 year 
after Vietnam invaded Cambodia, 
but only one group contested the 
strictly controlled perils. Under the 
constitution, the next election was 
to have been held in 1986, but it 
was postponed to 1991. 

Phnom Penh officials prev i o u sly 
had said they would hold elections 
in 1991 even if there were so 
political settlement. 

Discussing future U.N.- 
sponsored elections, Tuesday’s 
Cambodian broadcast said many 
countries have held fair, intema- 
tfonaly monitored polls arranged 
by the existing authorities and the 
opposition has even won. 


2 Filipino 
army coup 
leaders 
arrested 

MANILA (AP) — Two promin- 
ent leaders of a bloody 1989 co up 
attempt were arrested Wednes- 
day in what officials called a 
major setback in efforts to topple 
President Corazon Aquino. 

Maj. Abraham Punigganan 
was taken into custody at midday 
after agents rammed his car on a 
street in suburban Makati, police 
said. Punigganan surrendered 
without incident, but a compan- 
ion fled toward a condominium. 

A few hoars later, after obtain- 
ing a search warrant, agents en- 
tered the condominium and 
arrested former Lt, Col. Victor 
Batac, allegedly a major figure in 
tire dissident Reform the Armed 
Forces Movement. 

It was undear whether Batac 
had been in the car with Purngga- 
nan or was simply discovered by 
chance. 

Batac, a former Philippine 
Constabulary officer, and Purug- 
ganan, a former army scout ran- 
ger. were among the best-known 
leaders of tile coup attempt from 
Dec. 1 to 9 in 1989 that nearly 
toppled the Aquino government 
and killed more than 100 people. 

Both were also charged with 
involvement in a coup attempt in 
August 1987. 

P uni g g a n an was convicted in 
absentia by a military court fast 
year in the 1987 attempt and was 
sentenced to 12 years at hard 
labour. 

Batac and Pnrugganan were at 
the scene when mutinous Scout 
Rangers surrendered to govern- 
ment forces after seizing major 
buildings, hotels and luxury 
apartment bouses during the 1989 
coup attempt. But both walked 
off in the confus io n. 


Soviet space 
station 
to hit 

atmosphere 

today 

MOSCOW (R) — The 40-tonne 
Salyut-7 space station, workhorse 
of the Soviet space programme 
for five years, wfl] crash back 
through the Earth's atmosphere 
early Thursday morning Moscow 
time, TASS news agency said. 

TASS said the cylindrical 
Salyut-7 craft, launched in 1982 
and abandoned by its last crew 
four years ago, would enter the 
lower atmosphere between 0100 
GMT and 0830 GMT. 

Officials told Soviet newspap- 
ers that the bulk of the craft 
would burn up, but about 250 
pieces of various sizes weighing 
up to two tonnes would hit the 
ground. Scientists would not 
know until six hours before im- 
pact where the parts will land. 

Parts of a U.S. space station 
crashed to Earth 12 years ago in 
Australia scattering across 1,700 
kflometre s of sparsely populated 
territory. 

Salyut-7 hosted a series of 
crews, ferried to the station by 
Soyuz spacecraft, until it was 
abandoned in favour of the larger 
Mir station. Its occupants in- 
cluded an Indian crew and cos- 
monauts from the Soviet Union’s 
former East European allies. 

In 1978, a Soviet Cosmos satel- 
lite broke up over Canada, scat- 
tering radioactive debris over a 
large area. But Salyut has no 
radioactive elements. 

■ Space officials say the sta- 
tion has a small reserve of fuel 
that could be used to make minor 
changes in its approach to the 
atmosphere, helping it to avoid 
populated areas in its falL 

A series of crews set up endur- 
ance records in the station, part 
of a study of the possible effects 
of future long-term space current 
Mir station who stayed a whole 
year in space. 


Washington 
disappointed 
by Kremlin 
move on 
Baltics 

WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
The praise that President George 
Bush's administration only last 
week lavished on Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev for pronusing 
to ease tensions in the Baltic 
republics is turning sour. 

Disappointed administration 
officials said Tuesday that Gor- 
bachev’s decree to ignore the re- 
sults of an upcoming poll on 
Lithuanian independence conflicts 
with the pledge of reconciliation 
with the republics that Soviet 
Foreign Minister Alexander. 
Bessmertnykh brought here from 
Moscow. 

“Whatever positive influence 
that was having on superpower 
relations is being vitiated,” said a 
U.S. official, who spoke on condi- 
tion of anonymity about the im- 
pact of Gorbache’s decree. 

The pledge that Bessmertnykh 
conveyed to Bush and Secretary of 
State James Baker m also called 
for the removal of troops from the 
mdepeixlence-seekrng republics of 
Lithuania, Lativia and Estonia. 

That, too, was viewed as a 
positive development by the admi- 
nistration. Hopeful that Gor- 
bachev would ease pressure on the 
independence movement. Bosh 
did not mention the Baltic repub- 
lics in giving reasons last week for 
postponing a Feb. 11-13 summit 
meeting with Gorbachev in Mos- 
cow. 

Some troops had already been 
detected leaving the region. 

But the pledge did not refer 
specifically to the withdrawal of all 
outside f orces. And the ambi- 
guous phrasing left room for 
troops normally stationed in the 
restive republics to stay there, 
along with the “black berets” of 
the Interior Ministry. 

Gorbachev's decree Tuesday 
that he would ignore the results of 
tire pod Saturday in Lithuania, 
whatever the outcome, removed 
modi of the glow from last week’s 
pledge. 

“We have been given reasons 
during the Bessmertnykh visit and 
subsequently that the Soviets were 
going to return to the path of 
negotiations,” a U.S. official said. 

Apart from the pledge, be dted 
the dispatch of high-level negotiat- 
ing teams to the Baltics. 

* But the decree “undercuts the 
hopes generated by that decision. 

It shows that Moscow mil accept 
nothing less that total subordina- 
tion of the Baltics to the Soviet 
constitution rather than being pre- 
pared to finesse the legal dispute,” 
the official added. 

“It's bad news.” 

Administration officials were 
hoping for co m pro mis e between 
the Kremlin’s insistence that any 
move toward autonomy follow the 
Soviet constitution and a faster 
procedure preferred by independ- 
ence leaders. 

Lithuania had scheduled the 
nonbinding vote at the urging of 
Western government to demons- 
trate popular support for its inde- 
pendence drive. 

The decree was issued less than 
a 'month after Soviet troops 
stormed buildings in Lithuania in 
a crackdown that left 14 people 
dead. Five others have been slam 
in similar attacks in Latvia. 

Bush, at a news conference 
Tuesday, expressd confidence that 
the Soviet Union “will never go 
back, no matter what happens, to 
the totalitarian, closed society 
days of the cold war.” 

In a separate development, tire 
New York Times reported 
Wednesday that the prospect of 
completing and implementing new 
U.S.-Soviet arms contro l agree- 
ments has faded as the Soviet 
ariHtaxy has reasserted its influ- 
ence- in Moscow. 


Kaifu battles for 
his Gulf aid plan 


TOKYO (AP) — Japan's embat- 
tled Prime Minister Toshiki 
Kaifu, fighting to save his Gulf 
aid plan, told parliament 
Wednesday that S9 billion ear- 
marked for U.S.-led Gulf forces 
would be used for peaceful, non- 
military purposes. 

Kaifu has not been able to 
gamer strong support for his plan 
to help coalition forces and send 
military planes to evacuate re- 
fugees from the Golf war. 

Ang ry opposition party legisla- 
tors charge that Kaifo’s govern- 
ment is blurring the issue — that 
Japan would be violating its 
peace constitution if it directly 
supported a war with money. 

“■When the money actually 
goes to a foreign country, what 
guarantees do we have that the 
money will not be used to pay for 
arms,” asked opposition legislator 
Yanosuke Narazaki. 

Kaifu replied: .“The Gulf 
Cooperation Council will decide 
how the money is allocated at the 
final stage but Japan will make 
dear its hope that the funds go 
for non-military purposes.” 

The Council, made up of Middle 
East countries, oversees a fond 
set up last year to channel 
Japanese non-military aid — to 
be used to food, transport and 
drugs — to allied forces. 

The prime minister repeatedly 
said Japan’s S9 billion would be- 
nefit “international peace” and 
fulfil Japan’s obligations to the 
world community. 

Narazaki retorted: “The drift 
of it is that we are in the U.S. 
camp ... and it's too late to say 
we're not directly involved (in the 
Gulf war).” 

Opposition parties are enraged 
by Kaifa's recent announcement 
that Japan will send military 
planes to a war zone for the first 
time since World War n. 

Bending to grilling in parlia- 
ment. Kaif u said Tokyo may not 
be required to fulfil the other half 
of its Golf contribution package. 

“We have not yet had an offi- 


cial request from the Internation- 
al Organisation for Migration 
(IOM) for private or rmKraiy 
planes,” Kaifu said. 

“The government’s position » 
to be able to respond if we are 

requested to do so.” 

A spokesman in Tokyo for the 
IOM^hicb has been arranging 
flights for refugees from thebfid- 
dle East, said his office would 
welcome any offer of planes, 
military or private. 

As legislators haggled over 
Japan's Gulf war contribution, 
ruling party officials conceded 
prospects looked dim for a 
on foe Gulf aid plan with a 
key opposition party. 

The ruling liberal Democratic 
Party (LDP) has been attempting 
to negotiate a compromise with 
the centrist Komeito (Clean Gov- 
ernment Party), whose coopera- 
tion m parliam ent is needed to 
pass tax legislation to raise the $9 

hill io n 

LDP officials said Wednesday 
the Komeito was not budging 
from its demands the government 
slash defence spending instead of 
raising taxes. 

Nobuo Matsunaga, former 
Tokyo ambassador to Washing- 
ten. warned of dire consequences 
if Japan failed to approve the 
Gulf aid plan. 

“The Kaifrt government will 
demonstrate its inability to gov- 
ern the country and Japan will 
lose credibility in the internation- 
al community,” he told a news 
conference. 

Several thousand people, bun- 
dled up against the cold and 
carrying anti-war banners, 
gathered in Tokyo’s central 
Hibiya Park to protest against 
Japan’s contribution to the Golf 
war. 

A citizen's group in the western 
city of Kobe filed a lawsuit 
against the government Wednes- 
day, charging it with violating the 
cons ti t u tion with its plans to send 
militaxy planes to a war zone. 


Indian artillery fire kills 
l in Kashmir, Pakistan says 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Incfian 
artillery pounded areas of 
Pakistan-administered Kashmir, 
killing one man and wounding 
seven others, Pakistani militaxy 
a u thor i ties said Wednesday. 

A military statement said 
Pakistani forces retaliated 
unprovoked firing throughout 
Monday night on Shakot and 
Athmuqam areas in the Neelam 
Valley of Azad (Free) Kashmir. 

The official Associated Press of 
Pakistan news agency, quoting 
defence sources, said India had 
been increasingly firing on civilian 
areas in the Himalayan region, 
which is efivided between tire two 
countries by a U-N.-momtored 
military control line. 

Pakistan accused India of kill- 


fire 


mg two civilians with 
in the same area on Jan. 

Tension has been running high 
in tire region since a Muslim 
separatist campaign in the Indian- 
ruled sector, Jammn and Kashmir 
state, flared into open revolt in 
January last year. More rhwn 
2,000 people hove died in the 
uprising, which India accuses 
Pakistan of fomenting. 

Pakistan denies the charge. 

Life in Pakistan ground to a 
halt Wednesday in a day of pro- 
test against Indian rule in Kash- 
mir, over wlndi the two coun- 
tries have fought two of their 
three wars since independence 
from Britain in 1947. 

India rales two-thirds of Kash- 
mir and Pakistan the rest. 


Hindus, Muslims to cooperate 
over disputed Ayodhya shrine 


NEW DELHI (R) — Hindu and 
Muslim leaders agreed Wednes- 
day to cooperate with the Indian 
government in sorting out a dis- 
pute over a holy ate that has cost 
hundreds of lives and helped put 
two prime ministers out of office. 

But it was not dear if the two 
sides had moved closer to bridging 
the wide Gulf between them. 

Fundamentalist Hindus want a 
450-year-old mosque in the north- 
ern town of Ayodhya removed to 
make way for a temple making the 
reputed birthplace of their god, 
Lord Rama. 

Junior Home (Interior) Minis- 


Colombia inaugurates constitutional assembly 


BOGOTA, Colombia (Agencies) 
— Colombians, embroiled in 
bloody guerrilla warfare, turned 
their attention Tuesday to a con- 
stitutional assembly which people 
hoped would offer a way out of 
the country’s spiral of violence. 

The assembly to rewrite Col- 
ombia's 104-year-old constitution 
was inaugurated with opening 
speeches Tuesday. It is scheduled 
to finish its task in July. 

“Constitutional reform will be 
an instrument of peace.” said the 
assembly’s presidential coordina- 
tor, Ricardo Santamaria. 

As the assembly's 72 delegates 
began deliberating, reports came 
in from the countryside of a 
massive rebel offensive. 

At least 39 policemen, soldiers, 
rebels and civilians have died in 
the past 24 hours in a series of 
guenilla attacks on government 
security posts and ofl and electric- 
al installations, the army said. 

“The dramatic and painful acts 
of recent days are shaking the 
country and c rea ti ng an in- 


appropriate atmosphere for Car- 
Tying out this assembly’s delibera- 
tions,” said a statement from the 
delegates. 

Rebels of the National Libera- 
tion Army and the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces of Colombia say 
they are retaliating for the army's 
capture in early December of a 
guerrilla command post in tile 
jungles of southern Colombia. 

On Monday, the Medellin drug 
cartel issued a statement saying 
their recent abductions and kill- 
ings of two hostages were to 
protest alleged human rights 
abuses by the government and to 
force an end to the policy of 
extraditing drag traffickers to the 
United States. 

Several delegates already have 
said they were willing to posh 
through an amendment declaring 
extraditions unconstitutional. 

The assembly has wide powers 
to reform the constitution, rede- 
fining church-state relations, for 
example, or creating new dvfl 
rights. 


The delegates, representing a 
wide range of interests, have 
pledged to reform Colombia's in- 
efficient and often corrupt par- 
liamentary and court systems. 

Tie M-19, a former guerrilla 
group turned political party, con- 
trols 19 of the assembly's seats. It 
may form an alliance with three 
delegates from two other former 
rebel groups which recently hand- 
ed in their weapons. 

Colombia’s drug lords freed 
the sister of a congressman Tues- 
day night after more than three 
months in captivity. 

Beatriz Viliam izar told Col- 
ombia’s RCN Radio that her 
raptors drove her for several 
hours before leaving her in a 
Bogota street. 

They gave her money to ca t c h a 

taxi to her home where she arrived 

late Tuesday night, she said 

Vfllanrizar, 45, chief spokes- 
woman for the state-run film in- 
stitute Fodne, said she had been 
wen-treated and was in 
health. 


good 


“You get anxious but you al- 
ways have faith that there can be 
a sol ution at any moment,” she 
said, commenting on her months 
in captivity. 

Armed men kidnapped Vflla- 
mizar and her sister-in-law, 
Maruja Pachon, director of 
rocme, in Bogota last Oct 19 
were among 10 people ki* 

napped by the drag traffickers m 

an apparent attempt to wrest 
concessions from the govern- 
ment. 

. P* drug-traffickers have kil- 
led two of their hostages, ex- 
presi deni’s daughter EKana Tur- 

M ° nt0ya ’ s * ster 
rLS? ambassador to 

Canada, in the past two weeks. 

at war with the 
state smee August 1989, said in a 
statement on Monday that they 
would free one of their thS 
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ter Subodh Kant Sahay told repor- 
ters that after a meeting Wednes- 
day' both sides asked the govern- 
ment to verify copies of docu- 
ments they submitted to back their 
claims to the site. 

They also agreed to provide 
summaries of reports prepared by 
their experts and cooperate with 
the government in providing clar- 
ification if needed. 

Muslims trying to protect a mos- 
que built by Emperor Babur in 
1528 and Hindus Harming the site 
agreed last month to nominate 
experts to committees to examine 
documentary and archaeological 
evidence. 


Good new® for 
people who snore 

COPENHAGEN, 

(AP) — There may be 
ar last for people who 
their sleep and for those 
kept awake by the sawmgi 

a snorer, a o cws W cr 

said. Dr. Bjoem PctnwoO, 
Swedish nose surgeon, 
that a tiny plastic devi ce o ej 
five yeaxs developing can si 
even tiie loudest snoozer, 
Berlmgski Tidende nei 
said. “I worked as a nose: 
for many years, and by a 
sur g e ry you can do a lot to 
die snorer, but I thought J 
must be a simpler way of di 
with the problem ” PetnaOB 
quoted as saying. Petruson’S n 
vention, called Nozoveai, is 

springy horseshoe-shaped 

of plastic which is inserted m*** 
the nostrils. By erpandiag < 
niKal passages it is designed 
reduce the annoying sound 
as the air rattles through the 
and the open mouth of the ■’ 
er. Between 10 and 20 per r 
all people snore, said Per 
He tested 15 prototypes 
hitring on the right c 
“Actuary, the hardest part 
getting used to having it oi 
night," said Petruson. who 
he’s not a snorer himself. 

Baby delivered in 
fire-station’s 
driveway 

TULSA, Oklahoma (AP) 

Cape. Bob Fisher, a firefighter ! 

23 years, has learned to exj 
the unexpected. That means ^ 
expecting, too. Fisher btlpetf 
Karen Young deliver a baby 
when the mother was on her 
to the hospital and realised 
wouldn’t make it. She told 
boyfriend, Mike Reedy, to 1 
at a convenience store and 
the hospital. “Before I could caff, 
she said, ’never mind. letY jatf jp 
to that fire station,’" Reedy said. 
Reedy banged on the door and 
awoke Fisher. The firefighters set 
up portable lights in the drive- 
way. and Krystal Elizabeth Dce- 
na MkheQc Young was bore about fee 
minutes later. *T fatal want » 
have a baby in the car by myself, 
so I had it in the car with the Fkc 
Department,” Ml Young s aid. 
Fisher said the delivery, a first for 
him, was “by tbe-book and nor- 
mal." “Whether it’s your day on 
the first day on the deportment or 
your last, you never know what's 
going to happen,” Fisher said. 

Queen Elizabeth 
makes $3.6m a day 

LONDON (R) — Britain V 
Queen Elizabeth, easily the rid*-^' 
est woman in the world. ea 
millions of dollars a day in 
terest payments, a British ma 
zine has reported. A Bt 
Palace spokesman described 
“grossly exaggerated” the repL„, 
in Harpers and Queen 
that the queen stands to earn £1.8 
million ($3.6 million) a day ia 
interest on her personal invest-; 
meats in 1991. The survey ~ 
the queen’s private income, 
earned from stocks, private^ 
houses and personal possession*' 
including racehorses, rose 25 per J? 
cent last year. The ma^wi^ esti- 
mated her private assets at S&6 
billion ($13 billion), putting her- 
at the top of the list of the workfi: 
richest women. The queen 
no taxes. Eleven members o* 
royal family also split £7.9 nxiUjoa ? 
($15.6 million) a year in govern- 
ment income for staff salaries and - 
operating costs. Crown assets, 
not die queen's to sell, were left.: 
out of the figures. 

Walesa earns 
$10,860 a year 

WARSAW, Poland (AP) 

President Lech Walesa earns 
nearly six times the national aver- 
age pay a possible source of 
envy to his former fellow ship- 
yard workers but still much less, 
than any of his western counter- 
parts, a newspaper said. As the 
state's highest official, Walesa ft 
entitled to $10,860 a year. A 
spokesman for Walesa said that 
be has decided to forgo his salary 

and perhaps turn it over to eh»- 

jty , because he can easily M 
Eying on royalties from his auto- 
bjography, A Way Of Hope, tint ' 
published in France in 1987. 
Gazeta Wyborcza newspaper 
made public salaries of top state 
end government officials Mon- 
day , as well as parliament de- 
puties and senators. Walesa’s 
WSK salary Of 8.6 miffion zloty* a 
month, although much higher 
man the national monthly aver- 
a»e of l^mflKon zlotys, is worth 
mdy $905. Prime Minister Jan 

BiclecJd. a former pri- 
™. ea tiepreneur. receives 6.T 
*?■ (ros >' apparent*. 

much less than when be was bead 
ot a consulting company m 

are paid only as mm 



